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CHILEAN AGRICULTURAL SECTOR FEARS ARGENTINE COMPETITION 
Santiago HOY in Spanish 30 Sep 85 pp 25-26 


[Text] Chiiean farmers are viewing possible integration with Argentina with 
great caution. They feel that the powerful growers from across the Andes 


might wipe them out if the borders are opened too wide. 


Raul Estrada, the counselor at the Argentine Embassy in Santiago, regards that 
view as erroneous. "Just as there were retired admirals who took issue with 
the (peace) treaty, mow there are landowners who are taking issue with the 
consolidation of our ties," he told HOY. 


The National Agricultural Association (SNA) has raised the most objections. 


These objections are just some of the problems confronting the Executive 
Secretariat of Economic Cooperation and Physical Integration with Argentina, 
which was created by a decree published on 29 September. Brigadier Ernesto 
Videla was named executive secretary of the body. The new secretariat, along 
with a similar one set up in Buenos Aires, will form the standing Bilateral 
Commission that the two countries' Peace and Friendship Treaty calls for. 


Smoothing out Relations 





Videla told HOY that “rather than material benefits, we are seeking human 
integration. We are trying to end the mutual mistrust." He added that 
spectacular results cannot be expected of the secretariat overnight and that 
it would begin by taking a look at the trade that we already have with our 
neighbor. Other matters will be examined afterwards. 


Nevertheless, the Executive Secretariat will have only advisory functions. It 
does not have permanent personnel, nor does it supersede existing bodies. It 
can request reports from ministries and other agencies. Videla sees the 
secretariat's main function as "to smooth out Chilean-Argentine relations 
rather than to submit projects. There will be projects from the government, 
of course, but normally they will come from the private’ sector. An 
international official commented skeptically that at first glance the 
secretariat looked more "metaphysical" than concerned with physical 
integration. 











Videla acknowledged that not all of the spheres of activity in the two 
countries are complementary as far as integration is concerned. Some are 
competitive, and he mentioned agriculture as the touchiest one. 


This has been the case. In its magazine EL CAMPESINO, the SNA said that there 
was no reason to create false expectations that later could not be realized, 
especially in agriculture, because Argentine farming is an "almost unbeatable 
competitor" in almost all categories. It called for strict controls on the 
inflow or transit of Argentine farm products, including plant disease 
regulations. 


The president of the SNA, Manuel Valdes, told HOY that the SNA's position has 
been communicated to the Foreign Ministry and to the Casa Rosada. He 
indicated that there could be integration "in those items that are not grown 
here, such as tea or mate." 


The Argentine Embassy was annoyed about regulations that impede the passage of 
Argentine farm products. A resolution of the Agriculture and Livestock 
Service recently prohibited keeping grains from Argentina in Chilean ports for 
more than 12 days. Estrada said that there is "Serious concern" about this. 


In any case, the Executive Secretariat that Videle heads has a great deal to 
do. Last year Chile sold Argentina $116.7 million worth of goods and bought 
$160.9 million, numbers that are regarded as very small. 


8743 
CSO: 3348/85 
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VENEZUELA PROMISES $8 MILLION MORE AID TO BOLIVIA 
PY141342 La Paz Cadena Panamericana in Spanish 1130 GMT 14 Nov 85 


[Text] Venezuela reported yesterday to the United Nations thai it has decided 
to donate $8 million to Bolivia to alleviate the serious economic crisis it is 
enduring. 


In fact, the Venezuelan ambassador to the United Nations reported to Secretary 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar that, by decision of President Jaime Lusinchi, 
Venezuela will donate $8 million for Bolivian development projects. 


Vice President Julio Garret has said that he had received an official report 
from New York which tells not only of this donation but also of the Brazilian 
decision to contribute $15 million to the emergency fund being promoted by 
Perez de Cuellar. Dr Garret said: As can be seen, international cooperation 
with Bolivia has passed from rhetoric to concrete actions, for which we should 
be thankful and express our gratitude to the UN Secretary General who, as we 
know, is personally promoting the request which, in the name of the government, 
I submitted to the UN General Assembly. 


He added that the government officials have received with satisfaction the 
report from New York. The emergency fund keeps growing and we are convinced 
that it wiil reach and possibiy surpass the amount of $150 million which we 
need to support the new economic policy. 


So far, the emergency fund has received $20 million from Venezuela, $10 
million from Colombia, $10 million from the Andean Development Corporation, 
and $15 million from Brazil. These amounts are transferred from the Central 
Banks of these countries to the Bolivian Central Bank. To these contributions 
is now added $8 million donated by Venezuela. 


/8918 
CSO: 3348/202 
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ARGENTINE JOURNALIST ARRIVES IN PARAGUAY UNDER PROTECTION 
PY070004 Asuncion HOY in Spanish 6 Nov 85 p 8 


[Text] Argentine journalist Jorge Vago was received under strict security 
measure; at the President Stroessner International Airport yesterday at 
about 1600. He was accompanied by Paraguayan Ambassador to Argentina 

Luis Gonzalez Arias. 


Vago, one of the 12 individuals accused by the Argentine Government of carry- 
ing out destabilizing maneuvers against Raul Alfonsin's government, was 
immediately taken to Asuncion. At first he had no contact with the media, but 
after checking into a downtown hotel in back of the 3d Precinct Police Station, 
he spoke with reporters. 


Vago, who directs a newspaper that specializes on political issues, said that 
he was in Paraguay because of having chosen to exercise a constitutional right 
that allows those who are at the disposal of the Executive Branch to leave 

the country. He said he left Argentina "under the protection of the 
Paraguayan Government, through its embassy in Buenos Aires." He explained 
that he did not request "asylum, but protection." 


He therefore pointed out that the Paraguayan Government had responded with 
its traditional generosity regarding international protection, and he denied 
that he has special relations with local authorities, since this is his first 
time in Paraguay. 


He said that he expects the problem he and other 11 citizens are involved in 
to be solved because "it is not healthy for the country or the government to 
have a refugee journalist or any other exiles." 


"Tt is totally untrue" he said in reference to the charges against him and 
the other individuals, of whom he said: "We do not even know each other 
personally." 


Vago said that when constitutional normality returns to Argentina he will 
be taking all the necessary legal steps seeking compensation for moral and 
material damages. 














He also criticized President Alfonsin's administration for the extreme 
freedom it allows: "This democracy has brought licentiousness, eroticism, 
and prostitution which is offered in advertisements in the newspapers, it 
has brought all the excesses." 


"Alfonsin has an obligation to restrain all these things that go against 
the customs of the Argentines, a mainly Catholic people," Vago said. 


He said that he identifies himself ideologically with everything that is 
Argentine and defends national sovereignty as well as the political and 
economic independence of Argentina, and if these had really been defended 
by the Radicals "they would surely claim them as Radical achievements." 


Referring to democracy in Paraguay, he first said that one of President 
Stroessner's fundamental principles with which Vago identifies is "liberty 
within order and order within liberty, something fundamental that is not 
happening in my country because there is liberty but not order." 


Finally, Vago said that if his case is not solved soon he will stay in 
Paraguay and find work. For the time being, he said that he will try to 
contact his family in Argentina, where he has three children and six 
grandchildren. He also said that he will continue directing his newspaper 
from our country. 


/8309 
CSO: 3348/176 
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ARGENTINA INVESTIGATES CHILEANS' KILLING 
PY160238 Buenos Aires NOTICIAS ARGENTINAS in Spanish 2035 GMT 15 Nov 85 


[Excerpt] Mendoza, 15 Nov (NA)--Argentine Armed Forces and security 
intelligence services are investigating the killing of two young Chileans, 

who were "executed" by a commando group of four persons. It is believed 

that the crime could be political. 

According to a news report, which was not denied by Provincial Police Chief 
Carlos Pacifico, the victims may have been deserters from the Chilean 
National Intelligence Center (CNI), the secret police of General Augusto 
Pinochet's regime, which replaced the National Intelligence Directorate (DINA) 


in 1977. 


The double murder was perpetrated in the pre-dawn hours on 12 November by 
four unknown individuals, who broke into a boarding house in Guaymallen, a 
town near Mendoza, in order to virtually "execute" the two young men who have 
been identified as Jorge Leonardo Acuna Henrique, 24, and Jorge Arturo Zabala 
Toledo, 28. 


The murder caused a public uproar and prompted the immediate intervention of 
security organizations in view of its possible connotations. Radio Cuyo in 
Mendoza reported from reliable sources that Acuna Henrique and Zabala Toledo 
may have deserted from the CNI and entered Argentina as tourists. 


/8309 
CSO: 3348/176 
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OECS STATES REGISTER 4 PERCENT GROWTH OVERALL FOR 1984 
FLO91654 Bridgetown CANA in English 1515 GMT 9 Nov 85 


[Text] St Georges, 9 Nov--The seven member states of the East Caribbean 
Central Bank (ECCB) recorded cumulative economic growth of about 4 percent 
in 1984, according to the bank's latest report for the period ended 

31 March. 


Gross domestic product (GDP), in real terms, is estimated to have 
increased to about 4 percent for the area, ECCB says, with the rate 
being somewhat higher than average in Antigua and St Lucia. 


According to ECCB, the rate of inflation in the area declined from 3.7 
percent in 1983 to 2.2 percent in 1984, and domestic exports (mainly to 
extra-regional markets) expanded by almost 11 percent, to 526 million EC 
dollars (195 million U.S.). 


The increase in exports was not enough to finance the more rapid rise in 
retained imports, which went up by 15.6 percent, to 1,389 million EC 
dollars (514 million U.S.), the report says, and the deficit in the 
visible trade balance moved up from 730 million EC dollars (270 million 
U.S.) in 1983 to 920 million EC dollars (340 million U.S.) in 1984. 


There was, however, an improvement in the services account of the balance 
of payments, the report says, as a result of a significant increase in 
tourist earnings, which grew by 20.6 percent to 556 million EC dollars 
(206 million U.S.) in 1984. 


ECCB adds that, in spite of some improvement in certain economic areas, 
problems still remain. The unemployment rate for the area appears to have 
shown little improvement, the report says, while a number of territories 
continued to experience fiscal difficulties. 


Member countries of ECCB are Antigua, Dominica, Grenada, Montserrat, 
St Kitts, St Lucia and St Vincent, and the bank's report says, in 1984, 
there was a moderate economic recovery in most of these countries. 


/9604 
CSO: 3298/132 
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DETAILS OF CARIBBEAN-UK TRADE FOR FIRST HALF OF '85 
FL101503 Bridgetown CANA in English 2145 GMT 9 Oct 85 


[Text] Bridgetown, Oct 9--Exports to Britain from CARICOM, excluding 
Belize, increased by nearly 19 percent in the first half of this year, but 
imports from Britain went up 35 percent in the same period. The balance of 
trade remained favourable for the CARICOM countries, but smaller than last 
year. 


Exports to Britain by 12 of the Caribbean Community's (CARICOM) |3 countries, 
during the first six months of 1985, rose by 36.9 million pounds sterling, 
according to official figures released here by the British High Commission. 


At the same time the High Commission report shows that imports from Britain 
to the Caribbean went up by 51.2 million pounds. Imports moved from 144.6 

million pounds in 1984 to 195.8 million pounds during the period January to 
June. 


Exports on the other hand increased from 197.4 million pounds during the 
first half of last year to 234.3 million pounds during the same period this 
year. The balance of trade, in favour of the 12 CARICOM countries covered, 
was 38.6 million pounds compared with 52.6 million a year earlier. 


The Bahamas, plus six members of the Organisation of Eastern Caribbean States 
(OECS)--Dominica, St Lucia, Grenada, St Kitts-Nevis, Montserrat and 

St Vincent and the Grenadines--recorded increases in their exports to the UK 
during the review period, while Antigua and Barbuda, Barbados, Guyana, Jamaica 
and Trinidad and Tobago showed declines in trade with Britain. 


On the other hand, the Bahamas, Barbados and six of the OECS countries 
bought more goods from the UK this year than in 1984. 


During the 1985 first half, exports to Britain from Antigua and Barbuda were 
0.4 million pounds as against 0.5 million pounds for the corresponding period 
last year. The UK sold Antigua and Barbuda 16.9 million pounds worth of 
goods, compared with 12.4 million for the same period last year. 


Exports to the UK from Dominica stood at eight million pounds as against 
6.7 million pounds in 1984, and imports rose from 3.4 million pounds to five 
million pounds this year. 

















Grenada sold Britain 3.3 million pounds worth of goods during the six month 
period this year, compared with 2.5 million pounds last year, but bought 3.8 
million pounds as against 3.3 million pounds in 1984. 


Montserrat, the smallest CARICOM trading country, sold the UK 0.2 million 
pounds worth of goods compared with 0.1 million pounds for the same period 
last, and bought 1.1 million pounds compared with one million in 1984. 


Exports by St Kitts and Nevis during the first half of this year stood at 
4.2 million pounds compared with 2.3 for the same period last year, and 
they bought less goods from Britain during the period--2.1 million pounds 
compared with 2.5 million pounds last year. 


During the first half of 1985, St Lucia sold Britain 20.6 million pounds in 
goods compared with 13.1 million pounds for the same period last year, and 
bought 5.3 million pounds from Britain as against 3.4 million pounds. 


St Vincent and the Grenadines sold Britain 10.2 million pounds worth of goods 
during the period, compared with 6.7 million pounds for the same six months 
in 1984, and bought 3.1 million pounds as against 2.9 million pounds. 


Exports from Barbados to the UK during the period January to June stood at 
3.1 million pounds, down on last year's figure of 5.3 million pounds. At the 
same time, Barbados bought 18.2 million pounds worth of goods from Britain, 
compared with 15.3 for the same period in 1984. 


Exports by the Bahamas, during the period under review, stood at 64.4 million 
pounds as against 11.4 million pounds last year, while imports from the UK 
moved from 17.7 million pounds in 1984 to 63.4 million pounds this year. 


Guyana sold Britain 23.9 million pounds in goods during the first six 
months of this year as against 29 million last year, while imports from 
Britain stood at the same figure this year as last year, 7.8 million pounds. 


Jamaica saw its exports to the UK, during the first half of this year, drop 
to only 31.2 million pounds compared with 47.3 million pounds last year, 
while imports showed a slight decline from 24 million pounds to 23.1 million 
pounds this year. 


Exports by Trinidad and Tobago declined from 72.5 million pounds during the 
first half of 1984 to 64.9 million pounds this year, and imports dropped from 
51.1 million pounds to 46 million pounds, during the period January to June 
this year. 
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INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


U.S. USES WAR GAMES 'TO CURB’ CARIBBEAN SOVEREIGNTY 
Bridgetown WEEKEND NATION in English 20-21 Sep 85 p 8 


[Rickey Singh column "Our Caribbean": ''Memories of Grenada: Go To Sleep-- 
Uncle Sam Is Here!"] 


[Excerpts] Some people, with their keen sense of humour feel it was enter- 
taining theatre. Others view it as portending a dangerous course for a small 
and vulnerable region. 


The subject matter is the "war game", the mock military invasion that has just 
ended in the island of St. Lucia and. glamourously presented, under the auspices 
of the United States, as Exotic Palm. 


Rest assured that those who planned the operation, as well as those who parti- 
cipated in the exercise consider themselves, and rightly so, as serious people, 
who love their respective country and their profession. 


It must also be conceded that the men, whose brainchild Exotic Palm was, ob- 
viously have a good taste for satire. 


For this first-ever joint military manoeuvres involving the United States, the 
principal sponsor, Britain, the former coloniser, and a group of Caribbean 
islands, only two of which, Jamaica and Barbados, can seriously speak of 
having a military force of their own, the beautiful island of St. Lucia took 
on the personality of the cartoon character, Linus, who incidentally, always 
needs his "security blanket". 


This was not Ocean Venture or Big Pine joint military service in this hemis- 
phere between the United States and her North Atlantic Treaty Organisation 
allies. This operation in Linus was to flush out a group of imagined insurgents-- 
damn "communist" elements, backed by undemocratic, hostile countries like 
"Carumba" and "Niggaro". 


But on a more serious note, people are asking whether Exotic Palm was a made-in- 
the-United States exercise and, if so, whether the region's governments have 
given careful consideration to the implications of this region being so drawn 
into a situation that can effectively weaken their claims about being inde- 
pendent of East-West rivalry in this area. 
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The character of Exotic Palm was so reminiscent of the Grenada invasion, It 
was almost a replay. In this sense, it was not merely the flushing out of a 
handful of insurgents that was involved. But, to recall the famous statement 
of President Ronald Reagan in the Grenada invasion, getting there "on time” 
to save "Linus" from "Carumba" and Niggaro”". 


Even the politically unschooled of Caribbean citizens should have no diffi- 
culties in associating the fictitious countries of "Carumba" and "Niggaro" 
with Cuba and Nicaragua. 


Since some of the participating countries in Exotic Palm have diplomatic rela- 
tions with Cuba and Nicaragua--currently under threat to its sovereignty 

from the United States--could not this kind of "military humour" serve more 
the hegemonic interests of the United States than really prove the fighting 
efficiency of Caribbean personnel it helped to train? 


But there is a real danger that, whether they planned for it, or are having it 
forced upon them, countries of the 13-member economic grouping are increasingly 
becoming militarily involved with the United States. 


Any emphasis on militarisation with the United States can only prove advan- 
tageous to the United States. There is a basic difference in CARICOM partners 
co-operating in the pooling of their resources to safeguard their own interests, 
and in any or some of them teaming up with a superpower to glorify the gun when 
bread, shoes, books and medicine are needed. 


Those who take a cock-eyed view of what's really in the interest of the Carip- 
bean, may refer to Cuba's link with the Soviet Union and of its participation 
with the USSR in military exercises. That is not an argument why CARICOM coun- 
tries should be involved in a militarisation process with the United States. 


Irrespective of ideology or citizenship, let us all as people of the 
Caribbean face up to the reality that the threat of external aggression 

to the sovereignty of this region comes neither from Cuba nor Nicaragua, 
from 'Carumba' nor 'Niggaro', but from the very power which has determined 
that it would do whatever it considers necessary...including subversion and 
military invasion--to protect its national security interests. 


Exotic Palm, therefore, helps only the United States in its own grand designs 


to limit the sovereignty of the Caribbean. It seeks to lull us into a false 
sense of security. That we should go to sleep. Uncle Sam is here! 


/9716 
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INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


TRINIDAD-TOBAGO, GRENADA RESOLVE VISA DISPUTE 
FL281740 Bridgetown CANA in English 1642 GMT 28 Oct 85 


[Text] St Georges, Oct 28--Grenada and Trinidad and Tobago have worked out 
an arrangement resolving the two-year-old visa restriction imposed by Port- 
of-Spain on Grenadians travelling to the twin-island republic, Prime Minister 
Herbert Blaize said. 


Blaize said the arrangement was worked out between himself and Trinidad and 
Tobago Prime Minister George Chambers during talks in Bahamas at the just- 
concluded Commonwealth heads of government summit. 


We think we have worked out this thing satisfactorily. It [only remains] 

to formalise it. I'm satisfied that we have worked out an arrangement whereby 
the thing would be cleared, he told reporters. Prime Minister Blaize returned 
last night from seven weeks of medical treatment in the United States. 


He said that Chambers had assured him that on his arrival in Grenada he would 
be sending an exchange of letters to formlise the agreement, and that his 
officers would be visiting the island to work out the arrangement. 





Under the arrangement, the prime minister said that Grenadians would be 
given pre-clearance at home, similar to the arrangement in Nassau when 
Bahamians want to visit the United States. 


When you've cleared with immigration, you don't have to do anything when you 
reach Trinidad. You see there would be no more visa as such, but immigration 
would clear you here, he said. 


As regards a possible timeframe in which he would like to have the visa issue, 
which soured relations between the two Caribbean Community (CARICOM) coun- 
tries, finally resolved, Blaize said: I would want to do it as fast as possible. 


Trinidad and Tobago imposed the visa restriction as part of its sanctions 
against a leftist junta in Grenada which had seized power in a bloody coup in 
which Prime Minister Maurice Bishop was killed. 


On the Commonwealth heads of government conference, Blaize said the most 
important decision taken was the consensus on South Africa aimed at disman- 
tling the system of apartheid. 














He stressed that the only question about the accord related to whether the 
system of apartheid would end peacefully or be the subject of a serious 

blood bath. While there could not be complete agreement (among the heads) 
as to exactly what's to be done, I believe that the feeling and the mood and 
determination was a very firm indication of Commonwealth togetherness, Blaize 
said. 


The Commonwealth leaders agreed on a package of measures aimed at forcing the 
white-minority government in Pretoria to dismantle apartheid, which they 
would review in another six months. 


/9716 
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INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 





ECUADOR DISPATCHES RELIEF FOR ARMERO DISASTER VICTIMS 
PA171922 Quito Voz de los Andes in Spanish 1230 GMT 16 Nov 85 


[Text] Ecuadoran President Leon Febres Cordero issued instructions from 
Venezuela to offer the sister nation of Colombia the assistance it needs 
to deal with the tragedy in the city of Armero, which has been virtually 
buried by an avalanche. 


Social Welfare Minister Ernesto Velasquez reports on the actions to be taken: 


[Begin Velasauez recording] The Social Welfare Ministry, in close coordin- 
ation with the Health, Defense and Finance Ministries [words indistinct ] 
Civil Defense the actions to ensure a prompt departure of the relief to 
Colombia. 


The first flight, a Hercules C-130 commanded by Air Force General Marcelo 
Salvador, left last night. Fifty people were on that plane. They are under 
the direction of Colonel Jaime Garcel da Coto, director of the military 
hospital. The group includes physicians, nurses, paramedics, mountain 
climbers, frog men, and rescue specialists. The fact that the flood has 
produced more victims than the eruption itself has resulted in many people 
being isolated; rescue personnel are therefore needed to bring them to 
safety. 


The medical team includes traumatologists and epidiemologists, the two 
specialties most needed at this time. 


We also sent a fully-equipped field hospital which houses three operation 
rooms, and possesses a water-purifying system and survival equipment to help 
in the tasks of rehabilitative and preventive medicine and in the emergencies 
that arise in the area. 


Thanks to the ample coordination efforts with the Defense Ministry, we have 
coordinated the departure of several other flights. The next one will leave 

at 1530 this morning and will carry medicines and foodstuffs. Each flight 

can transport up to 30,000 pounds. We plan to make three or four flights to 
take between 100,000 and 150,000 pounds of relief, including food, gear, 

{words indistinct]. We have contacted the UN people to contribute to the other 
‘international request Colombia made for helicopters and heavy equipment. We 
want to take part in it. We are currently seeking ways to respond quickly by 
sending help for the Colombian people. [End recording] 


/8918 
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INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


CHAMBERS TO VISIT BARBADOS--Bridgetown, Oct 24--Trinidad and Tobago Prime 
Minister George Chambers has accepted an invitation to pay an official visit 
to Barbados in January, the government here announced today. No dates 

were given. A brief statement said the invitation was extended by Barbados 
Prime Minister Bernard St John, and that Chambers would officially open the 
Arawak Cement Plant in Northern Barbados. The year-old complex is a joint 
venture of the Trinidad and Tobago and Barbados Governments. St John told 
newsmen on his return home last night from the October 16-22 Commonwealth 
summit in the Bahamas that he had had useful bilateral discussions in Nassau 
with Chambers and other Caribbean Community (CARICOM) leaders, including 
President Desmond Hoyte of Guyana. Chambers is also due to pay the first 
official visit by a Trinidad and Tobago prime minister to Jamaica in mid- 
November. [Text] [Bridgetown CANA in English 2126 GMT 24 Oct 85 FL] 


CARICOM FOOD-IMPORTS PLAN--Bridgetown, Oct 20--Officials from Caribbean 
Community (CARICOM) member countries have drawn up a draft three-year plan of 
action to reduce the region's more than one billion East Caribbean dollar (one 
EC dollar: 37 cents U.S.) a year food import bill and increase food production. 
Hyden Blades, trade and agriculture director at the CARICOM Secretariat in 
Guyana, told reporters in Barbados that the draft was finalised during a meet- 
ing here last week. The draft, according to Blades, is being submitted to the 
13 CARICOM governments for implementation. The twin objectives of the strategy 
are reduced dependence on imported food--which cost the region nearly 2 

billion EC dollars in 1983--while ensuring that net foreign exchange earnings 
are increased, and improved nutritional status of the region's population. 
CARICOM governments say one of the major challenges facing food and nutrition 
in the region relates to the reduction of malnutrition, under-nutrition and 
certain other nutrition-related problems such as anaemia, obesity and hyper- 
tension, [Excerpt] [Bridgetown CANA in English 2213 GMT 20 Oct 85 FL] 


CDB POWER-GENERATING LOANS--Bridgetown, Oct /7--TIwo projects to generate 
electricity by different means for Anguilla and Montserrat have been approved 
for financing by the Caribbean Development Bank. Anguilla is to receive a loan 
of U.S. 1.4 million dollars: from CDB's soft resources to increase capacity at 
its diesel generating plant, while Montserrat gets a grant under an alterna- 
tive energy systems project for the installation of a wind energy conversion 
system and ancillary materials. The Anguilla project includes extensions 

and improvements to the distribution network, extension of stores/workshop 
facilities, tools, equipment and vehicies, training and engineering and 
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consulting services. CDB says the project will assist Anguilla to increase 
the reliability and scope of its electricity supply, satisfy projected 
demand, and reduce the overall specific fuel consumption. The Montserrat 
project will be located on a hill where wind speeds have been rated as excel- 
lent, and the system is expected to generate between 329,000 and 400,000 kwh 
annually. [Excerpts] [Bridgetown CANA in English 1809 GMT 7 Oct 85 FL] 


COLOMBIA WINS ANDEAN DECISION--Quito, 15 Oct. The first ruling issued by the 
Andean Pact's Court of Justice was favorable to Colombia, which had challenged 
a resolution of the Andean Pact Board that benefitted Ecuador. The Court, 
which has been operating in Quito for over a year, announced that its verdict 
will take effect tomorrow. The problem placed in the hands of the Andean 
Court dealt with exports of aluminum pipes from Ecuador to Colombia. In sup- 
port of its aluminum pipe exports, Ecuador had argued that Article 58 of the 
Andean Pact granted it, along with Bolivia, special treatment for less devel- 
oped countries. Ecuadorean industrialists had based their case on this arti- 
cle, pointing out that it enabled them to export to other countries of the 
subregion products that had already been significant trade items. When 
Ecuador tried to send aluminum pipes to Colombia, Colombian customs did not 
allow these items to enter, Ecuador then turmedto the Andean Pact Board, 
which issued Resolution 237, ruling that there was significant trade in alu- 
minum pipes, and for that reason, Ecuador could continue its exports. But 
the Andean Court today ruled that Resolution 237 was in violation of Article 
58 of the Cartagena Pact, for the Board did not take into account either the 
export volumes or the years in which the trade in aluminum pipes had gone on. 
In issuing its ruling, the Court accepted Colombia's position, to the effect 
that the earlier trade from Ecuador had been of aluminum sections, and not 

of pipes. The Court annuled Resolution 237 of the Cartagena Pact Board. 
[Text] [Bogota EL TIEMPO in Spanish 16 Oct 85 p 8-A] 7679 


LATIN AMERICAN AID TO BOLIVIA--La Paz, 6 Nov (AFP)--Peruvian Foreign Minister 
Alan Wagner affirmed in a telex released here today that Peru backs Venezuelan 
President Jaime Lusinchi's initiative to form an economic fund aiming at 
helping Bolivia through Swap credits. The Telex, which was addressed to 
Bolivian Foreign Minister Gaston Araoz Levy, stresses that in this way 
President Alan Garcia's administration wishes to contribute to the solidarity 
that must exist among Latin American nations. It is believed that about 

26 countries--including the PRC, France, and Finland--will contribute to this 
assistance fund, which will allow Bolivia to obtain more credits from inter- 
national organizations. [Text] [Paris AFP in Spanish 0258 GMT 7 Nov 85] /8309 


BANZER VISITS SANGUINETTI--Uruguayan President Julio Maria Sanguinetti has 
received in his office former Bolivian President Hugo Banzer Suarez, who 
reportedly briefed the President on the situation in Bolivia. Banzer added 
that democracy is the best alternative for the Bolivian people. [Excerpt] 
[Montevideo Radio El Espectador Network in Spanish 0930 GMT 6 Nov 85] /8309 
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SUAREZ MASON REPORTEDLY IN PARAGUAY--A high-ranking source of the Paraguayan 
Interior Ministry this morning told ULTIMA HORA that the report written by 
journalist Hector Ruiz Nunez published by the Argertine magazine HUMOR to 
the effect that "former Argentine General Carlos Guillermo Suarez Mason, 
wanted by the courts, is currently staying at a cattle ranch in Paraguay 
with Licio Gelli, the leader of the Propaganda Due Masonic Lodge," is 
"groundless and unreliable." The source categorically told this newspaper 
that the report of the Buenos Aires magazine is totally groundless and 
refrained from commenting further on the subject. [Excerpt] [Asuncion 
ULTIMA HORA in Spanish 14 Nov 85 p 12] /8309 


CSO: 3348/176 
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ANGUILLA 


GOVERNOR FORMS COMMITTEE TO REVIEW CONSTITUTION 
FL121710 Bridgetown CANA in English 1537 GMT 12 Oct 85 


[Text] The Valley, Oct 12--Anguilla Governor Alastair Baillie has announced 
the appointment of a constitution review committee for this 35-square-mile 
British dependency in the Caribbean. The move follows the Anguilla House of 
Assembly's approval last August of a motion moved by former Finance and 
Lands Minister Hubert Hughes. 


The british governor said the committee will give this island's 7,000 resi- 
dents a chance to say if they wish to proceed to independence or if there are 
certain details of the constitution they would like to change. 


Baillie made it clear, however, that the British Government would not contem- 
plate any fundamental change in its relationship with Anguilla, unless it is 
part of a process proceeding towards independence in 18 months or 2 years. 


The British Government at present has responsibility for defence, the police, 
internal security, and the public service and Baillie said he did not envisage 
any major changes in these areas, unless Anguillians wanted independence. 


Some of the present ministers and former Chief Minister Ronald Webster say 
they would like to see Anguilla's ministers have more authority over appoint- 
ments. 


None of the Anguillian politicians is calling for independence for the tiny 
island colony, but some, like new Finance and Education Minister Osbourne 
Fleming, say independence is inevitable and that the British Government must 

now start to address itself to giving the island the basic infrastructure it 
desires to put it in a position to sustain itself. Until then we stay as we are, 
Fleming says. 


Anguilla is already self-supporting for its revenue budget and this year ex- 
pects to have a surplus of EC1.5 million dollars. 


The Anguilla Government receives its revenue essentially from customs duties 
and fees from the sale of stamps. There are no income taxes. Britain no 
longer provides grants in aid, but gives Anguilla more than a million pounds 
a year for capital works, such as school [words indistinct]. 


/9716 
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ARGENTINA 


HERALD PUBLISHES CRESPO REPORT ON FALKLANDS WAR 
PY172022 Buenos Aires BUENOS AIRES HERALD in English 17 Nov 85 pp 14-15 


[Acronyms are listed in a box within the body of the item; first paragraph 
is source-supplied introduction printed in italics] 


[Text] Acronyms 


FAS: Air Force South 

COATLANSUR: South Atlantic Command 

UND: Units 

Cte. TOS: Commander of Theatre of Operations South 
CRV: Comodoro Rivedavia 

CEOPECON: Strategic Command for Joint Operations 
EM: Joint Chiefs of Staff 

EOMM: Joint Chiefs (of the three forces) 

FAA: Argentine Air Force 

ADN: Training 

SSMA TRINIDAD: Santisima Trinidad 

MN: Minutes 

KC: Maintenance of airborne aircraft 

SAE: Strategic Air Command 

FA: Air Force 

BA: Bahia (Agradatle) 

ROF: Tracking down of forces 

ARA: Argentine Navy 

TO: Theatre of Operations 


Many of the basic themes involved in the "top secret" proceedings of the trial 
of the senior officers responsible for the performance of the Armed Forces in 
the Malvinas war were discussed in the unusually outspoken "Crespo Report" 
which the HERALD is now publishing in full. The report, which was obtained 

by CLARIN journalist Ernesto Jackson and of which extracts and summaries have 
already appeared, was drawn up bv Brigadier Ernesto Crespo in the months 
following the conclusion of the war. Brigadier Crespo played a prominent 

role in the war and is now the chief of staff of the Air Force. When summaries 
of the report first appeared he declined to admit responsibility for it. 
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FUERZA AEREA ARGENTINA 
MEMORANDUM 

TO: 

FAA chief of staff 

FROM 

Commander Air Force South. 
Buenos Aires, July 1, 1982 


Experiences Drawn From Air Force South Operation in the Malvinas Conflict 


Doctrine 


1) JOINT PLANNING, DIFFERENCES, CONSEQUENT PROBLEMS 


AT FAS Command level there was no joint planning, as owing to the circum- 
stances of its formation, it is a specific and thus independent command. 


There was, however, coordination with COATLANSUR and TOS which was carried 
out with certain disadvantages owing to the following reasons. 


a) COATLANSUR Plan 1/82. This Plan was not coordinated with FAS and was 
received after endorsement by the air unit assigned to it. It was plagued 
with serious doctrinal defects which encroached upon the responsibilities 

of the Air Force and also caused important operational mishaps, mainly 
affecting reconnaissance and verification of our own air and naval units, 
further complicating radio link-ups which were not fluid and were hardly 
adequate for aeronautical use, and which also displayed a significant inter- 
ference with and lack of knowledge of measures which had already been taken 
and put into effect by the FAS Command. Because of this and inconveniences 
which arose as a result of the changing of the Code which was already in 

use, with the knowledge of the Air Units, the FAS did not accept it (Plan 1/82), 
coordinating instead certain parts of the plan related exclusively to communi- 
cations, which resulted in temporary compatibility, rather than the logical 
confusion which could have been expected. Operational doctrine including 
naval air responsibilities such as direct air support for land units, search 
and rescue, scouting and reconnaissance, etc., were not touched upon. 


b) Hierarchy. The difference of rank between the Commander of Air Force 
South and COATLANSUR/COMMANDER of the Southern Theatre did not make for an 
ideal situation which would have allowed for equal treatment. There was a 
difference, which caused logical demands to be transformed into requests 
firmly put forth--but from the inevitable distance due to rank. 
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a) Distance between commands. Although owing to the difficulties which 
arose COATLANSUR was installed at CRV and later, as operations vegan, the 
CEOPECON was formed, in reality the chief of staff of COATLANSUR continued 

to operate out of Puerto Belgrano, which did not make for fluent relations 
between the two chiefs of staff (Navy and Air Force). It was not the same 
case with TOS because of the proximity of the two commands and the inter- 
change of Liaison Officers, with a constant flow of information and consulta- 
tion between the two. All these organic changes are manifest evidence of 
serious doctrinal defects, as doctrine was not respected and responsibilities 
were assigned to Commands in no position to carry them out. All this occurred 
during the course of the war. 


b) Liaison Officers. The Navy had a rear admiral, a Navy captain, three 
captains, one ensign and two non-commissioned officers. It soon became 
evident that the work of this liaison group, in which there was no one from 
the staff, which was most necessary, was really to collect information which 
was later officially used by its air and diffusion services, in the latter 
case distorting or using FAA data to its own advantage. 


The Army had a lieutenant colonel whose lack of information and data--he did 
not even belong to the 5th Army Corps--was disconcerting. His information 
only became comprehensible when it was found to coincide with data from an 
Air Force major who was the liaison with TOS, which meant that it only 
reflected the situation as seen by that Command. 


2) JOINT OPERATIONS, COORDINATION, FAILURES, OTHER PROBLEMS 


3. Joint operations were only carried out with the Navy before real opera- 
tions began. ADN exercises were carried out with the fleet, of which only 
one, that with the destroyer SSMA TRINIDAD, was successful, as the rest suffer- 
ed from confusion arising from false positions or evasive manoeuvres which 
were not a part of previous training. Furthermore, in exercises with SSMA 
TRINIDAD, aircraft were detected flying low only seven minutes from the 
vessel. When consulted, the "liaison officers" said that this was due to 
electronic failure on the destroyer and with a great profusion of diagrams 
they "proved" that the ship was "invulnerable" to air attacks. When this 
was made known to the pilots it produced a kind of psychosis which could only 
be eradicated when it was found that in actual fact these ships could detect 
aircraft at an even shorter distance away. 


4. As the English were landing at San Carlos, the Liaison Officers said that 
no one in his right mind would launch an attack at that site which meant 

that the landing could only be a secondary attack or a diversion. This 
delayed our reaction until the number of ships involved made the situation 
self evident, proving their assessment to be wrong. 


5. Many times naval air scouts "detected" or "confirmed" the presence of 
enemy warships which led to missions which found nothing in any such 
position, not even within the radius in which the ship could feasibly have 
moved to. 
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6. Furthermore, when scouting missions of any type were required the aircraft 
either were not ready for duty or did not carry out the mission at the 
required time. 


7. One habitual trick consisted of promising a mission to clear the way for 
transport aircraft, which confidently became airborne. When a plane managed 
to get through, they would send up their transport planes which followed the 
same route unknowingly "scouted" by our aircraft. 


8. Refuelling requests, especially for the Super-Entendards, had to be 
suspended or postponed for many hours. However, on one occasion, when 
refuelling was not possible as the KC was out of action, a message was sent 
saying the operation had been suspended "because the Air Force failed to 
provide refuelling." 


9. When, according to the CAE plan and once the Exocets had run out, the 
Super Etendards were asked to fly as scouts, the reply was that "they are 
not available." 


10. As a result of all the above, the Air Force was forced to mount its own 
reconnaissance network with the inadequate means at its disposal, in order 
to obtain reliable and accurate information. 


3) AIR OPERATIONS IN SUPPORT OF OTHER FORCES 


11. Owing to the short time the surface forces were in contact, few support 
operations were carried out. Among them were: 


a) An attack on the beachhead at Puerto Argentino. This, because of its 
effectiveness, was one of the outstanding events of the war. 


b) Bombing of troops. This was carried out several times on area targets. 
Owing to the characteristics (of these attacks) it is difficult to assess 
the degree of effectiveness achieved. These attacks were carried out at the 
request of Puerto Argentino. 


c) ROF over areas where troops were presumed to be concentrated. Several 
kinds of targets were spotted (vehicles, a small amount of troops, helicopters, 
command and communications posts, etc.). As in point b) the results of these 
attacks are difficult to evaluate; this will probably not be possible until 

the British themselves make their own assessment. 


CONCLUS LONS 
12. The action of the three armed forces leads us to the conclusion that 


there are three forces totally different in their conception and strategy 
as regards joint action. 
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13. The army structure is built on theory as regards the use of the means 
at their disposal, regardless of how modern these may be in practice. The 
Malvinas conflict was manifest evidence of the tactics of static and mass 
concentration of troops, absolutely devoid of mobility, even within its own 
lines, delegatirg all responsibility for what happened outside the army's 
"fortresses" to the air force's support. The internal political situation 
of the country to which the army usually dedicated all efforts, had left its 
operational training in disarray, which led to the following: 


1. Low fighting capacity of its officers, who were too prone to special 
comforts and reticent about facing risks in combat zones. 


2. Lack of communication and unity between officer corps and troops which 
in decisive moments left the latter to their own devices with the logical 
and foreseeable results that ensued. 


3. Lack of training in the Malvinas theatre (2/3 shooting lessons and no 
land combat training). 


4. Absolute deficiency as regards logistic land support which led to exhaus- 
tion, a loss of combat-readiness in advanced units owing to malnutrition, 

a shortage of ammunition at decisive moments, a complete Lack of communica- 
tions, etc. 


5. The characteristics of the terrain were not adequately taken advantage 
of, which meant that important hills were left undefended while others were 
inadequately and insufficiently manned. 


6. A lack of knowledge on the tactical use of the most sophisticated elements 
(helicopters, missiles, artillery, communications, armoured vehicles, etc.) 
which led to the loss of these in unnecessary circumstances (helicopters), 
deficient use of others (artillery and missiles), and no use at all of some 
that were very important (armoured vehicles). 


7. Favourable tactical situations were not made use of due to the absolute 
lack of tactical operational mobility of officer corps and troops (Bahia 
agradable). 


8. Low combat morale in regular troops. 


9. Lack of knowledge of air support, its advantages and limitations, which 
led to request for support on targets situated 60 to 70 kilometres from 

the front lines (interdiction) requests that were totally disproportionate 
to the size of the target; requests for air support on targets which could 
have been destroyed by a small detachment of the army's artillery; encroach- 
ment on air force responsibilities, (interdiction) with the selection of 
targets outside the needs of the army, etc. 
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II 


14. The navy, for its part, was dedicated to fighting within the internal 
national political situation and to preserving its resources. Its efforts 
were minimal in the Malvinas conflict. The only surface unit lost was lost 

in confusing circumstances, in which the oldest unit of the fleet was 

risked, without protection, in an adventure which had already been abandoned 
at the time of its sinking. The only other combat unit lost was the submarine. 
Santa Fe, which was taken at a port in daylight, in other words in the most 
unfavourable conditions for the use of a submarine. No provision for its 
protection had been taken. 


15. The subsequent withdrawal of the fleet which moved outside the boundaries 
imposed by the enemy, skirting the coasts until seeking safety in the ports-- 
which it did not leave until after the end of the conflict--was an operational 
move which was widely commented on by the international media. At first this 
was an intriguing move but it later led to the stupefaction of a people 
accustomed to (the navy's) portrayal of itself as a defender of national 
sovereignty. 


16. This event was a repetition of another one with similar connotations, in 
1978, which sheds doubt on its real intentions or its professional capacity 
to defend the nation. 


17. The stubborn refusal to take part in any joint operation, opting for the 
non-use of its most sophisticated aircraft and the use of the rest in unim- 
portant operations rather than using the former, even for a single operation, 
under the operational control of the air force, manifestly points to a lack 
of vocation for joint action. 


18. The use of the media, with farfetched data, the distortion of news, the 
touching up of news, belittling the achievements of other forces, etc., with 
the sole objective of obtaining preeminence and/or national subsistence without 
analyzing the consequences, is another example of (the navy's) lack of vocation 
for joint efforts. 


19. The inaccuracy of the little data provided by its intelligence strengthens 
doubts about its professional capacity; considering the non-use of its own 
means to knock out targets which it had discovered itself, one doubts the 
veracity of its information. 


20. Ali the above becomes especially important in view of the fact that 
what became the Malvinas conflict was a result of the planning and encourage 
ment of the navy, which had no definite war plan. The navy had neither the 
capacity nor the will to assume its responsibilities in its own theatre, 

as its own statements referring to the fact that the navy considered itself 
overwhelmed by circumstances have shown. 
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21. The air force put its greatest efforts into a type of conflict for 
which it was in a way not responsible and for which it was not adequately 
prepared either materially or in training. There was also the fact that 
the ARA had said it should not intervene because the South Atlantic 
Command had sufficient means to face any eventuality. 


22. The inability of this force to carry out joint action made all its 
efforts sterile and all the heavy material and human losses produced by its 
actions were to no avail. 


IV 


23. The organic structure adopted, by which Malvinas was autonomously 
controlled, with a complicated organ such as COATLANSUR, is an indication of 
serious errors of leadership and aptitude for joint action by the Armed 
Forces. In actual fact, the islands by necessity were defended by the FAS, 
which also maintained and supplied them. 


RESUME OF CONCLUSIONS 


1) There was no joint planning in the Malvinas conflict nor any will for it 
despite the efforts of the Air Force. 


2) The Army is not capable, in its operational tactics, training of personnel 
or leadership, to engage in warfare. 


3) The Navy has no vocation for fighting and is unreliable in logistics 
and joint action and will only face operations which are directly linked to 
its own interests. 


4) The Air Force, despite its achievements, is not prepared to operate in 
all kinds of theatres. It is inadequately equipped and its capacity for 
deciding the outcome of a surface conflict is nil. 


5) There is no vocation for joint operations in the Army and Navy. There é 
is, however, in the Air Force, because it is aware of its limitations. 


SUGGESTIONS 
1) The responsibilities of each force should be clearly defined: 
a) Everything that operates on land is the responsibility of the Army. 


b) Everything that operates on the surface of the sea or under it, is the 
responsibility of the Navy. 


c) Everything that operates in the air, from both surfaces, should be the 
responsibility of the Air Force, which has been amply proven by the Malvinas 
Conflict and has not been not disputed by the other forces. 
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2) In view of the above, intensive and permanent joint training on planning 
and [word indistinct] should be established. 


3) A war college for all three forces (should be established). 


4) Joint planning at all levels with an integrated Command, Control and 
Training organ for commanders of a joint Theatre of Operations. 


24. Unless the above is achieved, the Armed Forces should be unified, in 
a single corps, by means of a plan to be carried out in stages. Brigadier 
Ernesto Horacio Crespo commander, Air Force South. 


/8309 
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CHILE 


PCCH'S CORVALAN ON UNITY AGAINST 'DICTATORSHIP' 
PA152303 Mexico City EL DIA in Spanish 11 Nov 85 p 12 


[Part I of article by Luis Corvalan, secretary general of the Communist Party 
of Chile, PCCH; "Chile, Unity Against Dictatorship; Paths and Forms of 
Struggle" ] 


[Excerpts] The major popular struggles that took place in Chile in September 
heavily shook Pinochet's dictatorship and received wide international cover- 
age. The fascist regime is experiencing one of its most difficult times. The 
protest drives have given rise to a new situation. Pinochet has been abandoned 
by most of his right-wing friends. Conflicts are cropping up among members of 
his cabinet and within the Armed Forces, which are considering ways out of the 
tangle they have gotten themselves into. 


Chile now lacks the independence it had during President [Salvador] Allende's 
administration. Its structural crisis is sharper than ever, and it is impera- 
tive that substantial changes be made in various areas of the state life, and 
most particularly in the state's makeup. For these reasons, the PCCH advocates 
an advanced, democratic, and broad-based coalition government capable of 
achieving the required anti-imperialist and antioligarchic changes, democrati- 
zing all state structures--including the Armed Forces--re-enlivening the 
economy, and resolutely tackling the people's problems. This regime would 

lay the groundwork for the transition to socialism. If, in turn, the dictator- 
ship were succeeded by a democratic regime with a clearly bourgeois orientation 
it would represent a step forward, of course, in relation to fascism but would 
be unable to extricate the country from the crisis, to solve the basic problem, 
or even to meet the most pressing needs of the masses. Of course, we would 
support any government arising under these circumstances in any matters that 
would be clearly to the advantage of the people and the country. At the same 
time, we would continue struggling for more profound changes and for an 
advanced democratic regime. 


Allende always established an interesting difference when he spoke of enemies 
and adversaries, saying that the latter were those who upheld differing but 
not antagonistic stands. Currently, the enemies are Pinochet and his clique, 
who have tried and are trying to destroy us, to end communism, and to physi- 
cally eliminate communists. 
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The adversaries, using Salvador Allende's interpretation, are persons with 
whom we have views in which we agree and disagree. They do not support a 
position regarding socialism, but we have common objectives for the immediate 
and near future. They are mostly progressive forces struggling against the 
dictatorship. 


We are moving ahead with many adversaries like them on behalf of the workers 
and people's interests and for a prompt return to democracy. Relations with 
some of them on the official level are not so good. We are constantly in 
touch with them, and we maintain polite discussions. But they are demanding 
the impossible from us. They want us to dismantle our political line and be- 
come part of the bandwagon of the Democratic Alliance and of their new 
rightist allies. They are asking us publicly and privately to give up 
violence in the struggle against the dictatorship, to give up some of our 
methods of struggle, to use only forms of peaceful struggle, not to implement 
our policy but the one imposed by other parties, especially the Christian 
Democratic Party. In addition, they ask us to maintain a low profile, because 
according to them, the Communist Party in the front-line would always be a 
negative factor to the advance on the path to a democratic recovery. 


They often caricature or misrepresent our policies. In the news media avail- 
able to them, they often state that the Communist Party has chosen a militar- 
istic stance favoring the path of war and seeking a "protected war." 


Aiming to pave the way for the broadest democratic understanding, we feel that 
it is necessary to comment again on those party policies that some of our most 
persistent and staunchest critics continue to focus on. 


In May, our Central Committee sent a reply to the Christian Democratic 
president that read as follows: 


"Mr Valdes: We believe that within the struggle we must together follow a 
specific course of action to put an end to the dictatorship and fascism. As 
far as we are concerned, we believe that the fundamental aspects of this course 
of action will be the struggle of the masses, as well as a social, combative, 
and determined mobilization that will be manifested through a productive and 
original combination of peaceful and violent forms of struggle. To reduce our 
views to a military scheme is a simplification that misrepresents our view- 
points. However, considering the nature and actions of the dictatorship, what 
the people may do to develop their self-defense capabilities and to increase 
their influence in the Armed Forces, will undoubtedly play a key role." 


The specific course of action that we propose to follow together and, at any 
rate, the course of action our people are following in their struggle, is not 
of a militaristic nature. Moreover, it is wrong to hurriedly identify this 
course as an armed alternative, and much less with the so-called "protracted 
war.'' The forms of struggle that we are proposing and promoting--the forms of 
struggle the people are implementing--are not exclusively violent, either. 

The course of action as well as the forms of struggle are matters that cannot 
be determined at will. These are determined by objective conditions and by 
the clear minds, combative decisiveness, and capacity of action of the forces 
striving for social progress. 
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Within our struggle for progressive and revolutionary transformations, since 
1956 until the fascist overthrow, our party maintained that these changes 
could take place through a peaceful course of action. It did so with firmness 
and conviction, facing attacks from the right and misunderstandings from the 
left. 


Salvador Allende's victory in the 1970 president elections and the revolution- 
ary transformations his government implemented proved that the communists were 
right. We walked the desired path for a period of 1,000 days. We feel that 
the defeat we suffered in 1973 does not disprove our ideal. However, under 
the prevailing conditions, under a merciless terrorist dictatorship that plans 
to perpetuate itself through the use of force, it would be unforgivingly naive 
of us to even think that of the possibility of promoting a peaceful course of 
action or forms of struggle that are exclusively pacifist, as the center-right 
opposition wants us to. 


Reading these lines, our critics may think that we Chilean Communists are 
therefore endorsing an armed course. That is not so. Things are not that 
simple: They cannot be seen only as black and white. If today promoting a 
pacifist course of action and implementing an exclusively pacifist struggle is 
unrealistic, this does not mean that the single viable alternative is the armed 
struggle and the use of violence methods only. If that were so, we would 
openly admit it, because rather than hiding our policies, we have always ex- 
pressed them very openly and sincerely so that the people may know them and 

so that the masses may implement them. 


The issue of a specific course of action in the current situation is being 
resolved within a process of constant practice and theoretical and political 
development. In September 1980--amid the prevailing situation--we laid claim 
to the people's right to rebel against the tyranny. We did that days after a 
plebiscite in which Pinochet imposed a fascist Constitution that contemplates 
a lifelong reign and subjects the country to permanent states of emergency. 
We had to make a decision. Should we cross our arms and wait for time to take 
its course and at best, maintain a relatively relaxed opposition within the 
system? Or should we reject verbally as well as in practice the fascist 
institutionalization and hence promote rebellion and develop a combative and 
multifaceted struggle among the masses? 


We decided on the second option. It was our duty as patriots and revolution- 
aries to do just that. It was and is an unavoidable duty of our party given 
its influence in Chile's political life, the confidence laid by the working 
class and the people in it, and therefore, its responsibility in the fate of 
the homeland is hardly small. 


Our activity of past few years to promote a multifaceted and determined 
struggle by the masses, to harass the tyranny through all means, and to not 
give or ask for any break have been an essential factors in the establishment 
of a new political outlook for the country; it has opened new perspectives, 
created a firm combative morale in a considerable part of our people, and in 
passing, it explained the interest and haste with which U.S. imperialism and 
certain sectors of the bourgeoisie are trying to find a solution of its liking 





to the conflict. The Manuel Rodriguez Patriotic Front has also contributed 
to the creation of this atmosphere with actions such as the blowing up of power 
pylons which demand specific knowledge, organization, and audacity. 





We, the communists, believe that the most probable outcome will be a definitive 
confrontation between the people and the dictatorship. 


In addition, the social mobilization promoted by the National Workers Commando, 
as well as the ideas of active nonviolence and civil disobedience, which have 
emerged from the leadership of parties that make up the socialist bloc and the 
Democratic Alliance, have opened doors. The idea of implementing a national 
stoppage on all activities to create a situation to make it impossible tor 
Pinochet to rule, is broadly supported by the opposition ranks. We recall the 
effect of a civic movement that involved all citizens which led to the downfall 
of Ibanez on 26 July 1931. Many think that this could happen again. 


Our thesis regarding a probable rebellion and the ideas that we just cited 
contain, in our opinion, the main elements that could become a somewhat 
original action which is neither schematically identifiable with an armed 
action nor a nonarmed action. We refer to an option that in practice would be 
closer to either one that would be more or less peaceful depending on the size 
of the movement, the determination and capacity of the combative masses, 
changes in the conduct and mentality of the Armed Forces, and the attitude 
they assume in decisive moments. 


There is no great wall between one and another forms of struggle. They are 
not antithetical or irreconcilable, but complementary. We speak of rebellion 
and the uprising of the people. Others speak of civilian disobedience and of 
the country being ungovernable. We must ask: Where is the conceptual differ- 
ence? If there is, it is just a slight difference. In ali these proposals 
we see an attitude of struggling against the dictatorship and a revolutionary 
position. To the same extent, the protagonists of the social process learn 
from one and another, and we pick up and assimilate what emerges from the 
action of the masses. 


We believe that the outcome of the situation will be very similar to what we 
have described, although one cannot rule out other variations. What we rule 
out and believe is a delusion is to agree with Pinochet on a democratic open- 
ing. However, we do not feel such an agreement is impossible with the Armed 
Forces but at the same time excluding the tyrant. 


U.S. imperialism, which sponsored the 1973 coup in collusion with the internal 
reactionaries, again shows great concern about the developments in Chile and 
especially about the strength of the People's Democratic Movement and the 
Communist Party. One of its emissaries, Langhorne Motley, who was in the 
country some months ago, said very smugly upon his return to Washington that 
"Chile is in good hands." Everything indicates that the extent of the strug- 
gles of our people in recent months has raised alarm in the State Department. 
However, no one should be deceived. The Reagan government is intervening to 
try to prevent a truly democratic solution and not for any other reason. Im- 
perialism wants to prevent a progressive solution and instead prefers a super- 
ficial change that will not affect its interests. But as long as it can do so, 
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it will work with Pinochet. For the rest, the center-right politicians are 
uselessly getting illusions. Imperialism has allies and also vassals and 
pawns, but it cannot place or remove them at any moment. It cost imperialism 

3 years to install a dictator at its service in Chile. With time, the creature 
became bigger, took a liking to power and has no future without this power, 

and now only the people can overthrow it. 


The basic, main, and decisive thing is the struggle of the masses and the 
coordinated action of all the opposition forces. It is this struggle and this 
action that have brought difficulties for the dictatorship. It is the main 
cause of the worsening of the deep crisis of the regime. It is and will be 
the basic momentum that will take the movement on the best path whatever the 
situations that might arise in the immediate future. 


The previously mentioned reply to the president of Christian Democracy noted 
the indisputable fact that "the violence has not been introduced by the 
Communist Party in the Chilean society." It added: "We are not inclined to 
violence. If we propose that we have the political and moral obligation to 
use it today, it is because the dictatorship uses it against the people, 
against the country, an against all Chileans. Regarding the forms of peaceful 
struggle, we do not only highly value them but they in fact constitute most 

of our current actions against the dictatorship. We are flexible in combining 
the various forms of combat." 


In the period prior to the popular victory of September 1970 when we supported 
a peaceful struggle, we were also flexible about the methods of struggle. The 
forms of struggle have been and are varied. They have never been nor are they 
in any circumstance exclusively peaceful or exclusively violent although some 
can prevail over the others for brief or long periods. 


/8918 
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9 December 1985 


CHILE 


"DEMOCRATIC INTRANSIGENCE' SUPPORTS NATIONAL ACCORD GOALS 


Santiago ANALISIS in Spanish 8 Oct 85 Insert 
[Text] Democratic Intransigence, the National Accord and Social Mobilization 


Today is a time of hope and struggle. Amid the darkness and under the state 
of siege, Democratic Intransigence has emerged as a symbol of unity, inspired 
by an unswerving resolve to serve freedom and democracy. 


Today our hopes are stronger. The Chilean people's cry for unity and freedom 
is beginning to bear fruit. This past 4 September was a clear sign that if we 
unify and mobilize, in the very near future Chile will once again be free and 
our people will regain their lost dignity and rights. It does not suffice to 
note the weakness and isolation of the regime. We must also trust and be 
convinced that today more than yesterday freedom and democracy are achievable, 
that they depend now on the determination of the entire people, of all 
democrats to end our country's current state of affairs, which we all, without 


exception, condemn and reject. 


In this spirit, Democratic Intransigence has thoroughly analyzed the document 
entitled "National Accord for the Transition to Full Democracy," not only 
because of its own importance but also because several political organizations 
within Intransigence were directly involved in approving the document, others 
supported it and still others had reservations about it. 


In accordance with its founding principles, Democratic Intransigence is herein 
expressing its views as a group on the document and addresses’ several 


political points that are related to it. 


1. Our fundamental commitment is the intransigent defense of the goal of 
democracy. Democracy is not negotiable. However, the method of handing power 
over to its sole possessor, the sovereign people, is open to discussion. 


A. The National Accord states that its fundamental objective is to assure a 
transition to full democracy. Its preamble sets forth at least four 


conditions in order for democratic values to prevail: 


(1) The handing over of political power to authorities vested with full and 
indisputable democratic legitimacy; 
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(2) A political, economic and social framework that guarantees that the 
country is governable; 


(3) Full respect for the rights set forth in the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights and Complementary Pacts, and the imperative need to meet the 
demands of justice in the area of human rights violations, enforcing the full 
weight of the law against those responsible for them, while complying with the 
standards of due process; and 


(4) The return of the Armed Forces to their essential permanent functions. 


Democratic Intransigence (ID) essentially agrees with these four basic 
conditions for democratic values to prevail. We wish to make the following 
points in connection with them: 


(1) The current political authorities lack democratic legitimacy and have 
imposed an essentially undemocratic constitutional order. The self-styled 
Constitution of 1980 is what judicial doctrine describes as "constitutional 
fraud" because it fails to meet any of the requirements of a democratic 
constitution. It was drafted in secret, behind the people's back; it was 
approved by the Military Junta, which is not at all representative of the 
people, and it was put to a farcical plebiscite. When all is said and done, 
it is merely a collection of regulations imposed by the military to establish 
an authoritarian system based on the doctrine of national security. 


(2) The governability, legitimacy and stability of the future democracy will 
stem from the people's leading role in designing and approving the new 
constitutional order, in running the country and in resolving its most urgent 
problems. 


(3) Justice is a precondition for reconciliation, and full respect for human 
rights is the foundation of peaceful coexistence. "We want democracy, not 
revenge; we therefore demand that the human rights violations committed during 
this regime be elucidated" (Manifesto for Freedom and Democracy). 


(4) Subordination of the Armed Forces to the legitimately established civilian 
government is a sine qua non condition for democracy. Unless they return to 
their permanent functions, there will be no democracy in Chile. 

B. Under the heading "Constitutional Accord" the document contains a set of 
indispensable propositions that will contribute to the appropriate functioning 
of a democratic system, such as: election of the National Congress by popular 
vote and of the president of the republic by an absolute majority; a flexible 
procedure for amending the constitution; regulation of states of emergency 
under the constitution, and regulations for political proscription. 


Democratic Intransigence feels that the above propositions are incompatible 
with the current regime's "constitutional order." No amendment to the 1980 
Constitution could alter its undemocratic essence and provisions. Hence, any 
attempt to move towards democracy on the basis of this constitution, even if 
amended, is an illusion and, what is more, a logical inconsistency. 


33 











Democratic Intransigence notes that the above propositions in the National 
Accord must be regarded as positive contributions that ought to _ be 
incorporated into the future institutional system that the Chilean people 
democratically establish for themselves. 


As a matter of principle, Democratic Intransigence also believes that another 
document like the National Accord must specify that the foundation of a 
democratic system is: unqualified respect for the sovereignty of the people, 
for human rights and for the rule of law. 


Lastly, Democratic Intransigence believes that in accordance with human rights 
principles, people must not be punished for their political opinions. 
Therefore, the future constitution will provide for ideological and political 
freedom under which only those who by their conduct or actions seek to destroy 
the democracy established by the people will be punished. 


C. The National Accord calls for a series of "Immediate Measures" such as: an 
end to states of emergency, the full reestablishment of all civil liberties, 
real university autonomy, an end to exile, the drafting of voter lists, an end 
to the political recess, election regulations and a plebiscite, among others. 


Democratic Intransigence supports these "immediate measures" because they 
represent longstanding, deeply-felt demands of the people and are fundamental, 
unavoidable requirements for beginning the reconciliation among Chileans. 


These measures must be complemented by steps such as the abolition of security 
agencies and the release of political prisoners. For the most part, however, 
they would be a major step towards achieving democracy. Nevertheless, the 
experience of these past 12 years of autocracy has taught us that’ these 
measures are incompatible with General Pinochet's remaining in power. 


2. Democratic Intransigence seeks democratic unity, because it is united by a 
deep-seated conviction that unless there is unity, there will be no democracy 
in Chile. Therefore, it opposes exclusions in opposition politics and seeks 
an understanding among all democrats on a completely equal footing. 
Democratic Intransigence is not an end in itself; it is merely serving a 
cause that belongs to all, that has a name but that does not have an owner: 
freedom and democracy." Therefore, it supports all efforts at unity and a 
democratic understanding. 


A. The National Accord is a major contribution to a democratic consensus and 
understanding among Chileans and, in light of the political spectrum of its 
members and supporters, it represents a step forward in expanding the forces 
that are struggling for democracy today. 


Democratic Intransigence does not agree with the exclusions that the accord 
initially made. However, it acknowledges the subsequent extension to leftwing 
parties, which was, nevertheless, inadequate in our view. 


Democratic Intransigence believes that the various democratic proposals must 
be combined and coordinated. To make progress towards unity we need a broader 
understanding among opposition forces, and this will be possible only if we 
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are willing to see these different efforts as complementary, not ends in 
themselves, and to see to it that they become so. This exemplifies the 
democratic principle of respect for plurality and diversity. 


3. Democratic Intransigence is a vehicle of struggle for democracy and against 
the dictatorship. It advocates the mobilization of the masses and civil 
disobedience as methods that can demonstrate that "a country cannot be 
governed against and without the people." Democratic Intransigence is 
actively coordinating the activities of its members and seeking a concerted 
mobilization of all the social and political actors that are struggling for 


democracy. 


A. The National Accord does not set forth a strategy proper for achieving 


democracy. It merely announces "the receptiveness of very broad political and 
social sectors in the country to a great national accord that will insure a 


peaceful transition to a full and authentic democracy." 


Democratic Intransigence rests on the conviction that the dictatorship can be 
ended through its political defeat. Hence, it argues that "the road to 
Chile's liberation passes through the most thoroughgoing and extensive social 
mobilization. We must win our democracy: the awareness, the organization, the 
creativity and the struggle of every Chilean, of the entire people, are a 
force that can make everyone understand, even those who do not wish to, that 
the country cannot be governed against and without the people" (Manifesto for 
Freedom and Democracy). 


The collapse of the dictatorship is a necessary and inevitable step towards 
democracy. The key is that the organized, united and mobilized people must 
establish themselves as a democratic power. Therein lies the people's 
strength. 


If the immediate measures are truly implemented and, above all, if the four 
conditions set forth in the preamble to the National Accord are met (we regard 
them as a break with the current institutional system), a transition to 
democracy is possible, and Democratic Intransigence would support it 
wholeheartedly. Therefore, ID calls on the signers of the National Accord and 
the Chilean people as a whole to chart a plan of action right away that will 
enable us to impose these conditions, thus truly paving the way for democracy. 


4. Democratic Intransigence calls on all democratic, social and political 
forces to jointly develop the strength of the social movement, above any other 
consideration, by coordinating and complementing opposition initiatives and 
efforts. 


Democratic Intransigence proposes that our common platform of struggle be the 
urgent implementation of the immediate measures set forth in the National 
Accord. It also proposes supporting the Demands of Chile [Pliego de Chile] 
that the National Workers Command has drawn up and supporting the actions that 
the command calls for to have these demands met. 


The government has responded to the National Accord by enforcing temporary 
Article 24, arbitrarily arresting, banishing and unjustly searching labor, 

















local, student and political leaders, seriously violating freedom of 
information and the right of assembly, having its repressive agencies resort 
to murder and, in general, explicitly ignoring democratic principles. Echoing 
the cry for freedom and the desire for peace and reconciliation that motivates 
the great majority of Chileans, Democratic Intransigence thus joins in the 
patriotic demand that Gen Augusto Pinochet Ugarte resign from all of the 
public offices that he now holds. 


Democratic Intransigence call on the Armed Forces and law enforcement 
agra len as a supreme gesture of reconciliation with Chile and her people, to 
channel all of their energies towards seeking a democratic solution to the 


conflict of legitimacy that is tearing our country apart. 


In conclusion, Democratic Intransigence wishes to reaffirm to the signers of 
the National Accord that it is prepared to join forces in calling for the 
mobilization of the Chilean people to pave the way for the restoration of full 
democracy. Democratic Intransigence thus assumes its responsibility to Chile 
and her people. 


Democratic Intransigence 
Santiago, 2 October 1985 
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CHILE 


RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN SOCIALISTS, COMMUNISTS EXAMINED 

Santiago QUE PASA in Spanish 3 Oct 85 pp 16-20 

[Article by Mariana Grunefeld] 

[Text] Do you believe that socialism can make a comeback in Chile? 


The question was posed to a leftist who has worn himself out over the past 12 
years trying to achieve just that. He used to be on the Central Committee of 
MAPU [United Popular Action Movement] and now devotes himself to political 
history. Tomas Moulian regards himself as an independent and, owing to his 
efforts at moderation, is respected on the Left and Right alike. "For the 
first time a comeback is possible, but it is very unlikely because there is a 
very powerful political Center in Chile, a Center that has a left and a right 
wing that leaves no room for anyone else. It pushes the Right farther right 
and likewise with the Left." 


So the question remains unanswered, and the future course of socialism remains 
nothing more than an intellectual exercise for a group of academics at the 
FLACSO [Latin American School of Social Sciences] institute. But that is not 
all they are doing. The efforts of these same intellectuals to improve on the 
past extend further, as_ they have decided to swell the ranks of Carlos 
Briones's wing of Chilean socialism, a party that has taken up the banner of a 
remodeled socialism. 


They have flirted with Felipe Gonzalez's Spain, but they reject any sort of 
"ideological Vatican." They have a dogma on which they will not compromise: 
the nationalization of banking. Devoid of complexes, they have left behind 
the Leninism that was always their inspiration (their excuse for retaining the 
term in their principles is that "dictatorship" has not allowed them to hold a 
congress). But they remain committed to Marxism tooth and nail. Their 
favorite author is Gramsci, the father of Moscow-independent Eurocommunism. 
Therefore, although the new Chilean socialists have learned to appreciate 
democracy as an end in itself, they have not forgotten abeut their socialist 
utopia. Socialists of different stripes cherish the same dream, one that 
differs from the communists’ because it is "nationalistic," because it is "a 
revolution that smacks of red wine and empanadas," they said. No more, no 
less. The same phrase that was flaunted by Allende, the figure whom the 


entire Left is fighting over today. 
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The moderates see Allende as a supporter of parliamentary democracy. The 
"ultras" see Allende as the helmeted man with the submachine gun. And _ the 
"ultras"--read the MDP [Popular Democratic Movement] (the Communist Party, 
Almeyda's Socialist Party, the MIR [Movement of the Revolutionary Left])--are 
getting the best of the battle. "Briones's socialism is running a_ serious 
risk of being excluded from the Left, because by looking to the Center so much 
to conduct its politics, it is furthering the growth of the other Left. And 
what is it going to gain by vying for the Christian Democrat's space?" argues 
Moulian, who confesses tersely: "It is very hard to be a moderate leftist 
today. Maybe this is why the new socialists are confused. They are afraid of 
their moderation, afraid because of their ‘rank and file,’ which they think is 
more extremist than it really is. And they dare not admit that they have 
drifted from the PC [Communist Party].” 


The Socialist-Communist Axis Shattered 


They dare not because "a clear stand towards the PC has not been taken," 
asserts Ricardo Lagos, who belongs to Briones's movement but is known for his 
contacts with the PC. He acknowledges that the communist and_ socialist 
strategy coincides in the student and labor union fronts but that with hard 
work they have differentiated their stands. This is not the case in the 
shantytowns; "when people are out of work and hungry, I fear that they are 
separated there." So the attempt to shatter the PS [Socialist Party]-PC axis 
wanes, 


The moderates want independence from the PC. Returning from exile, the 
radical Anibal Palma proclaimed: "The socialist-communist axis has ceased _ to 
exist because no one has a monopoly on the working class." Socialist Aquin 
Soto, the undisputed leader of socialism during its recent years in the 
underground and today one of the officials in Briones's movement (he was mayor 
of San Antonio under UP [Popular Unity]), feels that there are definitely "two 
Lefts today." The question today is who has learned his lesson. This does 
not mean renouncing strategic objectives; it means realizing that a 
revolutionary party also has an obligation to be a political party, the main 
duty of which is to grasp the realities of a country, represent the masses and 
reconcile those realities with its strategic objectives." 


The stumbling block is the UP. Its evolution and demise have been food for 
thought for many socialists, prompting them to reassess the paths’ towards 
socialism. And they have discovered that the path is independence from _ the 
PC, and democracy. Anibal Palma: "Capitalist democracy has shortcomings, such 
as the exploitation of one segment of society by another, but this does not 
mean that we should get rid of its virtues. Quite the opposite, the socialist 
program represents an intensification of democracy on its various levels." 
This "ideal" model has not come about anywhere in the world, they note, but it 
does retain the elements of bourgeois democracy (changes of government). 


The reasons’ for this evolution have been the UP experience, the military 
government's years in power, the exile of leftists in "bourgeois" countries 
and the despair of those who went off to experience real socialism. "The 
process has been extremely painful since 1973. People have understood more in 
their hearts than with their heads that the UP's far from _ rational 
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revolutionary policies had a great deal to do with the coup and with the sort 
of government that has existed since then," notes Arturo Montes. Having 
returned recently from exile in France, Montes, who was an active UP economics 
official, is an independent today. The new socialists have reached this 
clear-cut conclusion: the main cause of the Allende administration's crisis 
was its mechanical adherence to theories based on the experiences of others. 


Meanwhile, the "orthodox" socialists (the Almeyda faction), who are connected 
with the PC through the MDP, are indignant: "Briones's socialism is furthering 
a centrist approach instead of a people's approach. This is a regression on 
their part, because in seeking to shatter the PS-PC axis and to create a "new 
Left," what they are doing is driving a wedge into the people and dividing the 
working class." 


How the PC Feels 


The PC laughs at such castle-building. "The attempt to shatter our axis with 
the socialists is unrealistic and does not reflect grassroots sentiments. The 
hearts of the Chilean people are with the Left," confidently asserts Patricio 
Hales, an MDP communist leader who is living a gypsy's life on the run from 
the law. The PC has not altered its ideological line. What it has' perhaps 
done, according to Hales, is to grasp Christian values in Latin America and 
accept the fact that the privilege of building socialism does not belong 
exclusively to atheists. 


Where it does not waver is in its stand on anti-imperialism: "Chile needs a 
structural change in its production system to shatter its economic dependency 
once and for all. Right now there is a contradiction between most of the 
interests of tthe Chilean people and the interests of the _ transnational 
corporations, the American banks and the capitalist model that extends 
outward." Hales goes on to say that "the major dependency is seen in the debt. 
If we came to power, we would propose not paying the foreign debt, because the 
money would come from a housewife's change purse rather than an economist's 
office. We would not obey the IMF's mandates that this government is kneeling 
down to obey." Drinking one cup of coffee after another, hidden in a Santiago 
restaurant, the rather bourgecis-looking Hales (tall, tanned, clean shaven and 
impeccably dressed) continues: "We aspire to a society in which there is 
private ownership of the articles of consumption (a home, car and clothing) 
but in which the means of production are collective." This would go along 
with a fully participatory political model." He says that he believes in 
democracy and also that "the Armed Forces ought to be democratized: they ought 
to be deliberative and voice opinions on Chile's future." 


We are beset with doubts and ask about Cuba and the USSR. Cuba: "Profoundly 
democratic." The USSR: "It has provided an almost one hundred percent 
economic democracy in terms of the right of all to quality of life. Moreover, 
it has made enormous progress in political rights. They feel that full 
political democracy will be achieved when communism comes." Hales then notes: 
"The socialist countries are the only ones that have a social structure in 
which full democracy is attainable." And what about changes of government? 
"There are changes in government and there are changes in government. What 
kind are you talking to me about? If a change in government means giving the 
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anti-Castro Cubans in Miami a chance to take the factories away from the 
workers in Cuba or giving the coup plotters in Chile the chance to _ stage 
another one, we are not going to allow that. The people must assure all of 
the changes in government that represent their interests, except a change like 
on 11 September. Therefore, not all interests will have the chance to come to 


power." 


"We are great admirers of Moscow for the peace efforts that it is making" and 
they feel they have an autonomous PC, naturally "with the sort of autonomy 
that is possible on the planet earth," they clarify. And what about Corvalan? 
"He is the secretary of the party, not its owner." This confirms the idea 
that the torch has been passed from one generation to the next in the PC and 
that there was a shift in political action in 1980. (Corvalan accepted the 
idea of the "commanders," Chile's young extremists.) Hales himself admits as 
much, and the outside observers of the party's evolution confirm it. Until 
1980 the PC's tactic was to wage a political struggle within the government's 
guidelines. The idea was to take advantage of the regime's "soft" factions 
that would place limits on government action with a _ resulting brief 
transition. That approach failed, and the young people in the PC argued that 
"struggling against Pinochet is not the same as struggling against Alessandri. 
This is why the prevailing sentiment today is the ‘rebellion of the masses,' 
the Corvalan line, which entails going outside the system to end the 
dictatorship." This is why "we support the expressions of armed struggle" 
("power outages, yes, killing a traffic policeman, no, because that causes 
confusion"). 


And they are not afraid of being isolated: "Some people want to end this 
regime right away, and others just want to end it. We are with the people who 
want to end it right away and we will sign anything with the people who just 
want it to end. For example, Zaldivar's civil disobedience." They 
acknowledge that the National Accord has driven them to the sidelines, Others 
feel that there is no rush, that they have time and that the longer Pinochet 
stays in power, the easier their coming to power will be. 


And What About the New Socialists? 


So, although the Left has undergone a major evolution, it has_ been 
controversial, as they themselves admit. Some got on the National Accord 
bandwagon, and others did not. And the people on top do not dare to publicly 
ostracize the people on the bottom. What is your relationship with the PC? 
Ricardo Lagos answers: "We exchange views and disagree on what has to be done 
about the dictatorship. But there is some obvious common ground: we are not 
going to move towards democracy with Pinochet, and Pinochet only understands 
force. There must be a social mobilization, but we disagree when the PC says 
that all of forms of struggle are included." 


So how new is this socialism? A socialism that, according to Aquin Soto, 
"seeks to bring together democratic forces and emphasize an understanding with 
the political Center to uphold democracy." Let's see. 


--On economics: They call for a review of the conditions for rescheduling the 
foreign debt (no further details given). They do not confuse socialism with a 
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state-run economy. Ricardo Lagos: "I have never said that the State should 
run the whole economy, but I think that the public sector ought to play a 
major role...The banks should be government-run and the strategic enterprises 
too. Not all socialists think like I do. We have evolved a great deal..." 
Moulian: "We're back in the 1930's. There will be social democratization; the 
workers will regain their rights; there will be a strong labor movement and 
redistributive policies, not policies to shift landownership or the ownership 
of industries. Indirect controls through tax and credit policies can be more 
efficient than nationalizations." Anibal Palma: "The means of production must 
serve the community, and therefore the government's role is preponderant." 
And Lagos: "You cannot have a democracy with so few economic groups in the 


country." 


--On the Armed Forces: "The best thing for society would be to try the people 
responsible for the crimes," says Moulian. Arturo Montes: "The next 
government should not be the one to take the initiative in trials for human 
rights violations. It should guarantee the judicial proceedings but not 
prosecute." Lagos: "In order for there to be reconciliation, there must be 


justice." 


--On education: "Open university enrolment" has been written off. They want 
to change the current university financing system. The government seems to be 
the answer...Rectors elected by academics, and student involvement in academic 
planning. The ENU continues to be looked upon kindly. 


--If they take office: They would call a Constitutional Assembly, put the 
military on trial, call the debt repayment into question and invest in public 
works on a priority basis. They would employ "restraint" in bringing in 
science and technology (a goal that this government has strongly pushed, the 
socialists point out). Differential tariffs and greater protectionism. As 
for what the current government has done, they would preserve only regional 
development policies. 


The Left is clearly divided. One faction (PC, PS, Almeyda, MIR) opposes the 
system; the other is the "neo-Left." But the latter faction is also divided 
between the political leaders who still look up to Allende and _ the 
intellectuals who have left him behind. Ricardo Lagos is an example: "The 
point is to build socialism by utilizing the institutions of the democratic 
system; by working through these institutions we can arrive at a_ socialist 
system with freedom and pluralism. MThat was Allende's message." He has this 
to say about the National Accord: "It contains a set of basic principles on 
which we can agree so as to achieve a democratic system, an agreement’ that 
Pinochet must go. In this sense, of course it is tactical..." This is why 
Andres Benavente, a political scientist and expert on this issue, is 
pessimistic: "The intellectuals might be absorbed by the traditional leaders, 
who regard the remodeling of the Left as a tool or a tactic and who hold up 
the Allende philosophy as a sort of ideology that charts the future course of 
the Left." 


Moulian laughs: "The Right's communist 'bogeyman' is comical. I don't know 
where it came from, because it was the Left's moderating force." 
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The Left Passes Judgment on UP 


The Socialists: "The basic mistake was trying to bring about sweeping changes 
in society before seeing to it that most people were decidedly in favor of 
such changes. We wanted to believe that those changes were good for society. 
We placed too much importance on ideology. We did not value democracy highly 
enough. We changed structures without having a finished plan. UP's only road 
was an alliance with the Center, but instead of that it brought about 
unilateral changes. It was too sudden and led to a polarization. Our program 
went too far, and we harmed the interests of sectors that we had no reason 
to. 


The Communists: "We were unable to develop a stronger grassroots involvement, 
which would have enabled the people to defend their government. We pursued 
extreme leftwing policies and failed to curb them sharply enough. We failed 
to realize that when power is snatched away from classes, they defend 
themselves by destroying their own idea of freedom and their own law." 


Divisions on the Left 


--MDP: Communist Party (Luis Corvalan), Almeyda Socialist Party (Clodomiro 
Almeyda, Eduardo Loyola, German Correa), Commanders (extremist Almeyda 
partisans), La Chispa (Cecilia Suarez), MIR (Pascal Allende), MAPU 


(proletarian faction) 
--Socialist Party, Mandujano faction (Manuel Mandujano, V. Sergio Mena) 


--Socialist Party, Briones faction: 24th Congress Group (Hernan Vodanovic, 
Ricardo Nunez), Suizos (Ricardo Lagos), former Almeyda followers (Aquin Soto), 
FLACSO intellectuals (Angel Flisfisch, J. Joaquin Brunner, Manuel Antonio 
Garreton), MOC faction (Jorge Molina), overseas (Carlos Altamirano, Aniceto 
Rodriguez and, in particular, Erick Schnake) 


--Christian Left (Luis Maira) 
--MAPU (Victor Barrueto) 


--"Democratic Intransigence" (comprises the entire Left, except Briones's 
Socialist Party) 


-~Radical Party, three factions: Anselmo Sule is the farthest left; Anibal 
Palma is close to Briones socialism, and Silva Cimma is a _ moderate. New 
members: Quinzio's Democratic Social Movement, Julio Mercado's Radical Union, 
and Radical Democracy (Angel Faivovic?). Some of Abeliuk's Social Democrats 
are reportedly joining (except Bossay and Venegas). Socialist Bloc ("ousted"). 


Leftwing Publications 


EL SIGLO (PC, fortnightly), PRINCIPIO (PC's theory magazine), REBELDE (MIR), 
UNIDAD Y LUCHA (Almeyda's Socialists), A LA MONEDA (MAPU), LIBERACION 
(Christian Left), BARRICADA (Socialist Front, Altamirano faction), columns in 
the magazines ANALISIS and APSI. 
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9 December 1985 


CHILE 


CREDITS FROM IMF, WORLD BANK, OTHERS 
PY192145 Paris AFP in Spanish 1903 GMT 16 Nov 85 


[Text] Santiago, 16 Nov (AFP)--It was officially reported today in Santiago 
that the week Chile had received $185 million from the IMF and the World Bank. 


The IMF granted $70 million, which is the second payment of the $830 million 
credit granted by the IMF in March during the renegotiation of the country's 
foreign debt, which amounts to more than $21 billion. 


The remaining $115 million received during the past few days is from the 
first payment of the structural adjustment loan agreed upon by the World 
Bank and which will amount to $150 million in 1985. 


The Chilean finance minister stated that by the end of November another 
installment of $7 million and $4 million will be granted by the international 
private banks and by the World Bank program. 


The World Bank and the IMF, the IDB and certain U.S. Government agencies 
this year expanded their support to Chile when its creditors refused to 
grant the total requested by the government of President Augusto Pinochet 
within the framework of renegotiations of the foreign debt to be paid 

in 1985 and 1986. 


The commercial banks, which in 1983 and 1984 financed new credits of $1.3 
billion and $780 million, respectively, have reduced their participation to 
$550 million this year. 


In 1986 the contributions will reportedly drop even more, to a level of 
approximately $270 million. 


To guarantee IMF support in this year's negotiations, Chile has promised to 
promote exports and to reduce imports, and also to reduce the balance of 
payments deficit from 10.5 percent (1984) to 4.5 percent (1985) of the 
domestic product. At the same time, it has implemented conservative policies 
toward salary increases, reduced public expenditures, and tried to maintain an 
annual inflation rate of 22 percent. According to the Chilean Central Bank, 
the objectives are about to be achieved and the gross domestic product will 
grow by between 2 and 3 percent this year, accruing reserves of approximately 
$2 billion, a level similar to that of 1984. 
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COLOMBIA 


CAMACOL CALLS FOR GENERAL DEFENSE OF DEMOCRACY 
PAO22348 Bogota EL TIEMPO in Spanish 28 Oct 85 p 10-C 
[Article by Jose Suarez; quotation marks as published] 


[Excerpts] Cartagena--The construction industry yesterday issued an appeal 
from this city to all the country's political, economic, and social sectors to 
mobilize in defense of its democratic institutions, which are seriously and 
diversely threatened by the present situation existing in Colombia. 


"The time has come to say, stop! We cannot continue along the path that 
leads inexorably to catastrophe," Tulio Echeverry Roiz, president of CAMACOL 
[Colombian Chamber of Construction], said in his speech to close the 
organization's National Congress, at which the internal (political-violent) 
and external (pressure from the IMF) threats were repeatedly noted as sources 
of concern. 


The private enterprise leader said that in Colombia there has been a gradual 
destruction of the image of the institutions that were the pillars of the 
democratic system and that in the eyes of the public represented the very 
exercise of democracy. He warned that along that path "little remains to be 
demonstrated" and that if the country continues in that direction, the results 
will be our own destruction." 


He urged businessmen to commit themselves to the struggle to defend democracy, 
because that task "cannot be left solely in the hands of the Armed Forces. On 
the contrary," he said, "the enemies of the system should not only be 
combatted in the countryside, but also in businesses, offices, in all corners 
of the fatherland and in the communications media." ' 


He said that the basic services provided by the state, such as security, 
justice, work, education and health, form a catalogue of defects and failures 
and deplorable results," and that "the Colombian state has grown excessively 
and is, by all indications, inefficient." 


He criticized the legislator's inability to reform and modernize the nation's 
social organization structures, which he said is an unpostponable task in 
order to strengthen democracy and finally achieve peace. 


Echeverry Roiz called for clear rules of the game for businessmen. It is 
necessary, he said, to define areas of activity and establish limits, preserve 
the areas in which businessmen should operate, and clearly define their duties 
to the community. 
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COLOMBIA 


NATIONAL PROGRESSIVE HOPEFUL ATTACKS CONSERVATIVE CANDIDATE 
Bogota CROMOS in Spanish 15 Oct 85 pp 42-44 


[Interview with Antioquia Senator J. Emilio Valderrama by Pedro Claver Tellez; 
date and place not specified] 


[Text] Until about 10 months ago the image that the 
Conservative Party presented to the public was that of a 
monolithic, united, compact organization. Its partisans, 
somewhat glum over the performance of Belisario Betancur's 
administration and the imminence of a presidential 
election, looked towards Mecca, that is to say, the 
Colombian Embassy in Washington, and closed ranks around 
Alvaro Gomez Hurtado, just as the Muslims did around 
Ayatollah Khomeyni. 


Gomez Hurtado, who until then was enjoying one of those 
"well-deserved spiritual retreats" that democracy affords 
its servants, was unable to resist the pleas of his 
supporters and fans and began packing his bags. Thus, amid 
a display of enthusiasm that reminded us of the Ayatollah 
Khomeyni's return to Tehran (complete with aircraft and 
retinue), Gomez Hurtado was suddenly back as the man who 
would "save" us from all of the calamities plaguing the 
country. 


Now, as 1985 draws to a close and the presidential campaign 
enters the home stretch, the vestiges of this enthusiasm 
are causing him headaches and threatening to shatter his 
army's apparent unity. Just as in Iran, Colombian 
Conservatives as well as Liberals are divided into Shiites, 
Sunnis and Bahais. 


Dona Bertha Gets up Very Early 
One of the leaders of this divided army is Antioquia 
Senator J. Emilio Valderrama, who used to be a_ regular 


guest at the Ospina household. But there have been several 
new developments recently. As this article is being 
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written, another faction of the Conservative Party, the one 
headed by Senator Bertha Hernandez, Ospina's widow, and a 
group of leaders and legislators from the National 
Progressive Movement, which Representative Gustavo 
Rodriguez Vargas heads in Bogota, has just registered "the 
Conservative Party of Colombia" with the Electoral Court 
before the party's Official National Board did so. The 
board was set to fulfill this requirement on 16 October, 
under the provisions of new Law 58 of 1985. 


By "boldly jumping the gun" like this, the faction could 
cause serious problems for the Conservative Party and its 
ostensibly solid presidential hopeful Gomez Hurtado. No 
one could have imagined this 10 months ago, when Gomez 
Hurtado set foot on Colombian soil at Barranquilla airport 
for the sake of the country's eternal salvation and, for 
better or for worse, entered the labyrinths of this blessed 
land. He did not, of course, expect that what is now 
happening was going to happen. But, and this is part and 
parcel of democracy, presidential hopeful J. Emilio 
Valderrama had not yet been run over by a car; nor had 
Representative Gustavo Rodriguez Vargas returned home from 
his hectic search for the lost thread that would lead him 
to the $13.5 million in Vienna. 


But all that had to happen was for J. Emilio Valderrama to 
"break a leg," Gustavo Rodriguez to come back to Colombia 
and the political bug to bite Dona Bertha, and the whole 
matter became quite messy. This prompted us io interview 
J. Emilio Valderrama, the most "free-tongued" of all of 
them, the man who is traveling around the country stirring 
up a hornet's nest with contrary but, in any event, 
interesting remarks, ranging from his attacks on _ the 
establishment to his digs at Dr Gomez, whom he describes as 
"a defeated option." 


At Death's Door 


[Question] They say that the accident you suffered a few months ago, Dr 
Valderrama, was not as serious as you made it out to be and that it was part 
of a publicity strategy to win over voters at a time when being ill is in 
fashion. Do you feel that you have more votes now than before? 


[Answer] That is as absurd as the story they told about a Colombian 
politician who is still alive and kicking, to the effect that he had let his 
teeth grow so that he would look like Dr Alberto Lleras Camargo. Does anyone 
actually think that I would get a car to run me over like that to arouse 
political enthusiasm for myself, that after 2/7 years in the political arena I 
need a car accident to make people aware of my presence? It wouldn't make any 
sense. That would be the limit. On the contrary, I can tell you that I am 
making an enormous sacrifice, and I think highly of it, even though there is 
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no reason for the country to. I am traveling around the country more than any 
other candidate, putting forth my ideas with crystal clarity. This is a 
tremendous sacrifice when a person is trying to regain his health. Suffice it 
to say that some weekends I visit 5 departments and give 27 speeches. As I 
said, this is an awful lot of work to impair one's health for the purpose of 
arousing pity or compassion. 


[Question] You are seemingly the presidential hopeful who least fears the 
press. You speak self-confidently and without any shyness. Does this mean 
that you owe no favors, have no commitments or are outside the traditional 
party machine? 


[Answer] Yes, that's basically right. And I would like to explain what I 
mean without boasting. During my career I have not exactly been a_ perennial 
presidential candidate. I got the idea this time of offering a number of 
proposals to the country, but on behalf of the National Progressive Movement, 
not the Conservative Party. Why am I being so persistent this time? Because 
at some point a person who devotes himself to politics has to offer such 
proposals clearly. I really was at death's door. If I don't do it now, well, 
I might have another scare like that and go to my reward. It doesn't make 
sense. That's why I'm not tying any strings to what I'm offering. I'm 
talking very straightforwardly to the country. I care more about the ideas 
than the results. If the ideas give results, marvelous. If they work against 
me, it will help me to gauge the value of my own philosophy. 


The Conservative Party Will Not Tolerate Two Defeats 


[Question] Do you think that you have a chance against an apparently solid 
candidate like Gomez Hurtado, who has the Conservative Party machine behind 
him? 


[ Answer ] I wouldn't make so much of the party machine, which is undoubtedly 
behind Dr Gomez Hurtado. What I think is that two defeats is too much for 
this party. I think that the Conservative Party has not organized well enough 
to make it into office. The Conservative Party did some very serious thinking 
when it ran Ospina Perez and Pastrana, even though the latter was from the 
National Front. It did some very serious thinking when it chose Betancur and 
offered a great platform, which has of course been ignored during Betancur's 
entire administration. But now we are looking at a defeated option, Dr Gomez 
Hurtado. As you will recall, he was beaten in 1974. He doesn't like to be 
reminded of this. But history cannot be erased. Dr Gomez Hurtado was 
soundly defeated in 1974. He lost by two to one. He sought the nomination 
again at the convention on 27 November 1981, opposing Dr Betancur, and _ was 
beaten once more. And now the party's response is to run hima third time. 
But he deserves it, some people are saying. Wasn't Dr Betancur defeated 
several times? No, the argument is invalid. Yes, it is true that Dr Betancur 
was defeated several times, but he very nearly won, losing by 40,000 or less 
than 100,000 votes. Dr Gomez Hurtado lost by two to one in 1974. His 
opponent, Dr Lopez, got 1.4 million votes more than he did. This is why lI 
think that it doesn't matter who has the machine behind him and who doesn't. 
The discussion should center on the Conservative Party's desire to win the 
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election. And this time the Conservative Party is not showing a desire to 
win. 


[Question] Rumor has it that you launched your campaign for your party's 
nomination because of the defeat you suffered in your bid for the post of 
presidential designate, that you have a political chip on your shoulder. Is 
there any truth to this? 


[Answer] All sorts of stories can be told about why a man decides to pursue a 
course of action. And there is an explanation for some of the accounts’ from 
people who don't know me. But the explanation you cited is really flimsy. 
The country has seen me fight head-on, but I have also straightforwardly and 
nobly accepted things like defeat in my bid for the presidential designate's 
post. The country has not heard me say a single word during this entire 
nomination campaign about the designate's post, which is a sore point in my 
past. This is now a legal battle that touches only the current designate. It 
has nothing to do with me or my campaign. I don't look backwards in politics. 
I don't have a rearview mirror, just as the president didn't in reviewing a 
series of situations that he inherited. I really don't. So, my enemies or 
the people who don't know me are making a big mistake. Can you imagine 
someone engaging in that sort of negative politics at this point in his life! 
The politics of revenge! There are quicker and more effective ways of getting 
revenge without putting in so much effort. For example, you could put someone 
on one of the bridges that Dr Duran Dussan built and have him hate _ other 
people for you. 


There Will Be No Cross—Party Alliances 


[Question] As of a few months ago there was talk of possible alliances 
between you and a faction of the Liberal Party (Dr Galan's group spec “ically) 
and with other leftwing groups such as the National Union. Is the door still 
open to this sort of political move, within the guidelines of the National 
Movement that you are proposing? 


[Answer] Unfortunately not. I am not as optimistic about it as I was a few 
months ago, because the establishment continues to call on all of its defense 
mechanisms to preserve itself. The mere news that we were talking with some 
advanced factions of the traditional parties and other new forces put so much 
fear into the establishment that it was jolted into action. Dr Galan was, to 
an extent, a victim of a possible alliance. He was disparaged in editorials 
and lost his seat on congressional committees, to which he had a 
constitutional right. Everybody was frightened by the possibility of us 
putting together a high-powered, broad front that could win the presidency. 
Today I see it as somewhat unlikely. I don't know whether Dr Galan has_ the 
same good will and determination that he voiced at the outset of our talks or 
whether, on the contrary, he feels that the best thing for him is a Liberal 
movement across party lines, with a Liberal candidate and Liberal programs, 
which is not in keeping with the policy that we are putting together. 


[Question] Will you attend the convention or waive this right? 
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[Answer] Conventions don't decide who the president is going to be. They are 
instruments for selecting a candidate, not a president. The ideal thing would 
be for the convention to have so much intrinsic strength, so much decision- 
making power and such a clear-cut program for the candidate that he had a very 
good chance to win. But that is not the case. The convention is instead just 
going to pick a loser and prepare for the upcoming defeat. This means. that 
the candidate ought to have public opinion behind him more than the 
convention. If he has both, fine. If he is the public's and the convention's 
candidate, he could be on the threshold of the presidency. 


"Galan At Least..." 
[Question] But will you be going to the convention? 


[Answer] I can tell you that at the moment the circumstances that would 
indicate that I should attend the convention are not present. I'm not saying 
that I'm not going to. I want to. I believe that parties ought to be 
institutionalized and have discipline and an organizational hierarchy. But 
when certain interests seek to overstep and burst through those bounds to 
achieve a given result, things get complicated. Because conventions lose 
their raison d'etre, and what comes out of them is not always for the best. 
This is why I think that the circumstances that would allow me to attend the 
convention are not present. 


[Question] What is your opinion of Drs Alvaro Gomez Hurtado, Virgilio Barco 
and Luis Carlos Galan? 


[Answer] I would leave Galan out. I wouldn't put him in that three-man 
grouping because he has certain characteristics that differentiate him from 
the other two. Dr Gomez and Dr Barco, who are undoubtedly respectable 
Colombians, are identical; there is no difference between them. And this is 
creating a problem for them because people don't know which one to vote for. 
I get the impression that they are the representatives of one big, subdivided 
party, each heading his own faction. But the party is one and the same. Dr 
Galan at least is a rebel within his own party and is offering more realistic, 
more pragmatic ideas. He has not succeeded in detaching himself entirely from 
the establishment, but he is offering something new. 
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COLOMBIA 


GEOLOGIST ON POSSIBILITY OF FURTHER ERUPTION, TREMORS 
PA142327 Bogota Emisoras Caracol Network in Spanish 2132 GMT 14 Nov 85 


[Excerpts] We have made contact with Dr Ruben Dario (?Yinaz), an expert 
in geophysics at the National University, who wishes to make an important 
announcement on television. Dr (Yinaz), you are being heard over 

Caracol Network. The following report will confirm that the Nevado 

del Ruiz Volcano has begun to erupt incandescent lava. Dr Ruben Dario 
(?Yinaz), Colombians are listening to you through Caracol Network. 


[(?Yinaz)] First of all, I must clarify that I am a geologist, specialized 
in petrography. A geology student has brought a sample of the ashes that 
settled on top of a bus that came from Bucaramanga. I was informed that 
these volcanic ashes were approximately 3 cms deep. We analyzed these 
samples in a polarization petrographic microscope, and I was able to 

detect the presence of volcanic glass, which already indicates a 
communication between the surface and the magmatic chamber that holds 

the incandescent lava deep inside the volcano. In other words, there 

is a duct or complete chimney between the surface or [words indistinct] 
with the magmatic chamber holding the incandescent lava. 


[Unidentified station announcer] Would you please clarify for us what 
is the meaning of the already existing communication or chimney, as you 
said, between the depths of the volcano and the surface? 


[(?Yinaz)] It means that there could be a further outpouring of lava 

in large quantities; however, this may not happen. Now, there could 

be more explosions, and then after another phase of explosions, a third 
phase in the volcano-genetic process could follow, with even further 
outpouring of large quantities of lava. However, based on the historical 
information we have, there has been no flow of incandescent lava in 

this region at least for the past two centuries. 


[Unidentified station announcer] Could there be earth tremors if new 
eruptions occur? 


[(?Yinaz)] Yes, of course. There have been movements of this nature 
since 22 December of last year. 
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COLOMBIA 


GOVERNMENT REQUESTS PRESS OBJECTIVITY ON DISASTER 
PA142213 Paris AFP in Spanish 2038 GMT 14 Nov 85 


[Text] Bogota, 14 Nov (AFP)--The Colombian Government today exhorted 
the press to be more sensible and objective in the transmission of 
information about the catastrophe that buried the town of Armero, in 
the southwestern province of Tolima with mud and rocks. 


In a bulletin released this afternoon, the Ministry of Communications 
asked reporters, national and foreign, to avoid alarming reports and 
recommended to abide as much as possible by the official reports released 
by the state or police authorities. 


It also urged the ham radio operators to avoid using the channels and 
invited them to apply for the respective permits or place themselves 
at the order of the organizations helping and rescuing survivors. 


A government spokesman in dicated that "this is not any type of control, 
but exercising the need to be cautious to avoid alarming situation 
that could worsen the situation." 


The spokesman admitted, however, that the situation was "critical and 
most difficult." 


Radio stations, such as Caracol, RCN [Radio Cadena National], Todelar, 
Super, and Sutatenza, who have reached the area of disaster, have 
transmitted testimonies by survivors, in which dramatic crying and 
moaning were heard. 
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COLOMBIA 


AGRICULTURE MINISTRY REPORTS ON FOOD SUPPLY 
PA142150 Bogota Emisoras Caracol Network in Spanish 2105 GMT 14 Nov 85 


[Communique issued on 14 November by the Agriculture Ministry, read by 
announcer |] 


[Text] The Agriculture Ministry reports to persons who wish to cooperate 
in the distribution of food in the disaster zone that the Agriculture 
Ministry has 448,000 food rations that will be sent to the disaster zone. 
The supply consists mostly of flour, beans, and cooking oil. A total of 
260 tons of foodstuffs will be distributed from Manizales and 580 tons 
from Bogota, through the Integrated Rural Development Program, sponsored 
by the FAO's World food Program, which is cooperating with the Colombian 
Government in this emergency. 


The Family Compensation Funds existing in the country are coordinating 
with the government and the Agriculture Ministry, as are other private 
organizations, to provide a supply of food. 


For persons who have grain and food storage bins, the Agricultural- 
Livestock Marketing Institute, IDEMA, will receive all the food supply 
in the storehouses in Guaduas, Honda, Pereira, Manizales and Fontibon, 
from where it will be distributed by members of the Red Cross and the 
Army in the zones of disaster. 


The Agriculture Ministry has reported that the Agrarian Credit Fund has 
opened in its 870 branches throughout the country, a current account 
number 059-350-000.4, for the victims of Tolima and Caldas in this tragedy. 


The Agriculture Ministry reports that FAO's World Food Program is 
waiting for the evaluation of the Colombian Government to send all types 
of food and aid needed by the victims of the tragedy. 
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COLOMBIA 


CIVIL DEFENSE REPORTS STATUS OF RESCUE EFFORTS 
PA150227 Bogota Radio Sutatenza Network in Spanish 0130 GMT 15 Nov 85 


[Telephone interview with Colonel Nestor Espitia, deputy director of 
the Colombian Civil Defense by unidentified announcer--live ] 


[Excerpt] [Espitia] The Civil Defense has faced an exhausting task on 
account of the climatic conditions. The day was unfortunately a very 
rainy one. This considerably slowed the evacuation of the injured and 
victims of this tragedy that has deeply moved us. Despite this, the 
corps of volunteers displayed exceptional valor and enthusiasm. As 
deputy director of Civil Defense I wish to thank all of them and the 
various media that have helped us coordinate our efforts. 


Today Civil Defense continued to evacuate the injured, particularly from 
the city of Armero. We inspected the beds of the Lagunilla, Bobali, 
Azufrado, Recio, and Chinchina Rivers. We have also been receiving 
emergency supplies and distributing these in the areas where they are 
needed. The Civil Defense airplane transferred several injured people 
from Mariquita to Bogota. We have set up camps to house the homeless 
who do not have relatives in the area. 


Tomorrow we will continue rescue efforts. We hope to finish this very 
complex and difficult task before noon. We are praying for a dry day 
in order to conclude our rescue mission as soon as possible. 


We also hope to have all the camps organized by tomorrow to offer the 
best possible care to the people who will be housed there. 


[Announcer] Colonel Espitia, what are the most urgently needed supplies 
for the homeless of the El Nevado de Ruiz tragedy? 


[Espitia] We urgently need clothing, blankets, and bed sheets. We 
need large amounts of clothing. You all saw the television broadcast. 
You saw the sad situation these people are facing. We also need tank 
trucks to take water to those villages. Please make special efforts 
and join in this task of social solidarity. 
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[Announcer] Colonel Espitia, what measures are being taken near the banks 
of the Magdalena and Cauca Rivers to prevent the tragedies that could 
arise from the possible flooding of their banks? 


[Espitia] We have issued instructions to all our Civil Defense personnel 
working along the Cauca and Magdalena Rivers to advise the communities 
of the situation that might arise. Our officials are using the media to 
issue instructions to the people who live near the rivers. They are 
being told to carefully follow the rise of the water levels of each of 
these rivers and to plan in advance where they will go if the banks 


overflow. 
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COLOMBIA 


EMERGENCY COMMITTEE DETAILS NEEDS, MEASURES 
PA141731 Bogota Emisoras Caracol Network in Spanish 1602 GMT 14 Nov 85 


[Report by correspondent Juan Carlos (name indistinct) from the Narino 
Palace in Bogota--live] 


[Text] The Emergency Operational Committee [Comite Operacional de 
Emergencia] which is still meeting, has issued the following reports: 
The [words indistinct] (Alfonso Lopez Reina), explained that a scientific 
report predicted there would be some problems with the volcano, and at 
1600 the alert was issued. The report also suggested evacuating Armero 
and Chinchina residents. However, the disaster already happened. All 
that is left is to find solutions. EI IMAT [expansion unknown], through 
its director, (Favio Bermudez), has said that we must prevent these 
occurrences. All the towns located along the banks of the Cauca and 
Magdalena Rivers have been placed on the alert, because the currents of 
these two major rivers are beginning to rise; there could possibly be 
floods. 


Victor G. Ricardo, the coordinator of the Emergency Operational Committee, 
said that the government is making the following proposal: To forma 
relief team with headquarters in Ibague. The team will handle the care 

of the towns and people affected by the disaster; will be in charge of 
providing transportation, food, tents, clothing, and medical equipment, 

in sum, all matters relating to the care to the victims. The second 

team, an operational team, will be in charge of handling communications 
throughout the entire region affected by the Ruiz Volcano eruption, and 

of funneling international aid. To date, there have been two specific 
offers of international aid. The first was from a U.S. disaster office, 
where one of the geologists who conducted some research on the Ruiz Volcano 
works. It called the presidency to offer its aid to the Colombian 
Government. The second offer came from the city of Toronto, Canada. 

It has offered to cooperate with Colombian officials during this emergency. 


(Alfonso Rojas Montana), National Relief [Socorro Nacional] director, 
has told the Emergency Committee that in addition to medicine, food, 
antibiotics, and the other things appealed for through Emisoras Caracol, 
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there is a pressing need for tents, first aid equipment, and polyethylene 
tanks to haul in potable water, because the rivers were contaminated 
with sulfur and other debris after the volcanic eruption. In sun, 
polyethylene tanks are also urgently needed to haul in potable water to 
the people. 


Here is the plan developed by the Emergency Operational Committee, which 
is still meeting in Narino Palace. A special health post has also been 
set up. 
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COLOMBIA 


HEAVY FLOODING REPORTED AFTER VOLCANO ERUPTION 
PA141602 Hamburg DPA in Spanish 1441 GMT 14 Nov 85 


[Excerpts] Bogota, 14 Nov (DPA)--According to the first official reports 
issued by Colombian Civil Defense, only a few buildings are still standing 
in the city of Armero, which was 80-percent destroyed at dawn today when 
the Ruiz Volcano's "Arenas" crater erupted, causing the rivers to 

overflow. and an avalanche of mud and stones that could have possibly 
killed over 15,000 people. 


The Ruiz Volcano, which is covered with snow all year round, has an 
altitude of 5,400 meters and is located in the west central departments 
of Caldas and Tolima, in the central Andes range, began erupting on 

7 September, covering a vast area with ashes and stones. 


The area has been declared a disaster area. The first reports stated 
that thousands of residents from the rural areas in Ambalema, Murillo, 
Villahermosa, and Herveo municipalities, Tolima Department, were awaiting 
the orders from the emergency brigades to evacuate the region. 


It was reported this morning from Ibague, Tolima Department's capital, 
that relief groups were sent to the affected areas, where municipalities 
were completely flooded and that the area residents were being evacuated. 


The currents of rivers that run through the Tolima and Caldas Department 
rose at an alarming rate because of the melting snow and caused damage 
especially in the Armero, Murillo, Casablanca, and Libano municipalities, 
and others. 


After the first volcanic eruptions, the Armero, Mariquita, and El Libano 
municipalities, among others, were affected by the rain of ashes and lava. 
The situation was aggravated by the lack of electricity. 


Likewise, a rise in the currents of the Lagunilla, Guali, and Chinchina 
Rivers, which originate in the Ruiz Volcano, caused serious flooding 

in the villages located near the river banks. One of the hardest hit 
areas was Chinchina, located near Manizalez, Caldas Department capital, 
where the experimental farm of the National Federation of Colombian 
Coffee Growers is operating. 
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COLOMBIA 


DEFENSE MINISTER, TOLIMA GOVERNOR ON TRAGEDY 
PA150205 Bogota Television Service in Spanish 0037 GMT 15 Nov 85 


[Text] Communications have been affected in Caldas and Risaralda Departments; 
the highway between Pereira and Manizales, km 29, and a 40-meter metal 
bridge has been buried; 200 meters of highway have been destroyed 

between km 29 and 32. One hundred meters of the highway between Manizales, 
(Tres Puntas), and Cabuyal were destroyed by an avalanche of mud and 
rocks; the metal bridge over the Chinchina River, located at km 30, 

has collapsed. A 60-meter bridge between Chinchina and Trinidad was 
destroyed; the highway to Manizales, Neiva, Aranzazu, Salamina, La Felisa, 
and the turnoff to Medellin is transitable but with some difficulty. 

The people are asked not to use those highways where some areas are 
blocked off, and the rescue operations could be delayed in others. 


The grave situation was analyzed by the defense minister and the governor 
of Tolima: 


[Begin recording] [Defense Minister Vega Uribe] I demanded the 
Colombian people's solidarity in the past, and today I urge them to 
unite again to help our country and fellow citizens. Even though we 
have been afflicted by recent tragedies we must bring forth from the 
innermost recesses of our soul, as you have rightly said, the necessary 
strength to overcome the current problems. 


[Unidentified reporter] Mr Minister, how are you going to distribute 
the resources that will be sent to help the victims of this tragedy? 


[General Vega] We are now trying to evacuate the people to three different 
places, first of all to take the wounded people to the hospitals, and to 
establish three camps. It is impossible and inconvenient to gather all 
the people who have been affected [rephrases] all the survivors in a 
single place. One camp will be established here in Merida, another one 
where the road to Libano starts, and another one where the road to 


Mariquita starts. 
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[Gevernor Eduardo Alzate Garcia--broadcast in progress]...were adopted 
approximately 2 and 1/2 months ago. 


[Unidentified reporter] For example? 


[Governor Alzate] We gave instructions to all the community that lived 
close to El Nevado de Ruiz, within a 5 km radius, and we carried out a 
complete census. We also included all the people who live on the banks 
of the Azufrado, Lagunilla, and Yali. We instructed them and told them 
what could happen; we have the proper documents about this. Furthermore, 
we installed seismographs at the base of El Nevado de Ruiz, and posted 
people with special telephones to immediately report anything. However, 
who can predict nature's power, this kind of catastrophe? It is like 
death; one knows it is coming but not when. 


[Reporter] Mr Governor, does this mean that the people possibly 
disregarded your instructions, or perhaps the natural phenomenon caught 
them unawares? 


[Alzate] I think it caught them unawares. [End recording] 
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COLOMBIA 


CONSERVATIVE LEADER EXPLAINS AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT POLICY 
Bogota EL TIEMPO in Spanish 13 Oct 85 p 7-A 


[Text] The conservative candidate, Alvaro Gomez Hurtado, yesterday explained 
to Ubate peasants the bases of his agricultural policy and said that if elec- 
ted, his government will give preference to investment in rural areas, in 
order to stimulate production. 


He also promised to eliminate the ban on imports of farm machinery and to 
reduce taxes on raw materials for this sector. 


He reiterated his policy that the peasant should benefit and announced that 
he will try to organize production and distribution cooperatives so that 
middlemen will not get all the profits which the peasants should have. 


Gomez Hurtado visited Ubate province accompanied by its former governor, 
Enrique Rueda Ribero, the secretary of the chamber, Julio Olaya, and some 
local political leaders. 


He also went to the town of Cogua, where he spoke with its residents on 
problems affecting the region. The president of the council, Julio Alvarez, 
thanked him for his visit and said that with his capabilities, it will be 
possible to make the great leap forward toward development with social jus- 
tice which the country is seeking. 


During his discussions with the community, Gomez Hurtado said that the 
Bogota Plains have come to a standstill, and criticized a policy that works 
against the productive use of land, because of the taxes now affecting it. 


On the way to Tausa a group of demonstrators carrying signs came near to 
greet him. The candidate got out of his car and spoke with his supporters. 


Afterward, he was taken to the town's market square, where he visited the 
major shops and stalls and spoke with their proprietors about marketing 
problems and prices. 





He then walked to the Mariscal Sucre Theater, where peasants and residents 

of the region were waiting for him, while the Simijaca band, the winner of the 
recent band contest, played the national anthem. The candidate, with his 
wife, Margarita Escobar de Gomez, was also accompanied by Enrique Rueda 
Ribero, Julio Olaya, and the member of congress, Nestor Nino Cruz. 


A folk group, “los Relicarios" of Carmen de Carupa, performed various local 
songs, and a song composed by the group announcing the victory of presiden- 
tial candidate Gomez. 


Agricultural Development 


In discussing his agricultural development program, Gomez Hurtado made the 
following proposals: 


a. I propose to give preference to agricultural production in 
our investments. We are not going to ban machinery imports, 
because we can not replace such imports. 


b. Tractors are needed, and it is not necessary to place many 
restrictions on tractor imports, because they can't be used 
to drive around in on weekends. We can't tax the tractor as 
if it were a luxury vehicle, for it is always on the land, 
plowing or awaiting the time to prepare for the next harvest. 


Cc. We must also not make people pay twice for agricultural raw 
materials by taxes. We have applied taxes to agricultural 
products that we need to produce inexpensive foods. That is 
nonsense, 


d. All these taxes have been created and established in order to 
pay the bills of the large and unwieldy state apparatus we 
nave. What distinguishes me from the other candidates is 
that they want an even bigger state, and therefore one that 
is even more expensive, more inefficient, and finally is going 
to require even more taxes. But I have the courage to say 
that the state I want is a small but efficient state, which 
when it forbids something, will stay forbidden. 


e. The problem we have now is that the state prohibits everything, 
regulates everything, issues provisions every day, and every 
day allows them to be violated. For this reason, clever people 
who know how to go about bribing public officials manage to 
retain their privileges, to the detriment of honest people. 


- We are going to bring reality into the nation's agricultural 
Situation. We have to sell the foods we have at a profit. 
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My agrarian reform consists of this: the peasant must gain. 
Not that there will be some landnolders who will have to be 
eliminated. That has already been tried and it has failed. 


I want the peasant to gain, And he gains with land, so we 
will givehim land, but we will give him this land so that 


he can earn from his land. The objective is what we are 
interested in. 


3348/100 
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COLOMBIA 


ECOPETROL PRESIDENT REVEALS GROWING LOSSES 
Bogota EL TIEMPO in Spanish 16 Oct 85 p 3-A 


[Text] ECOPETROL [Colombian Petroleum Enterprise] has sustained a continuing 
increase in its losses, which to date exceed $16 billion, the president of the 
company, Alfredo Carvajal Sinisterra, announced yesterday. 


He said that ECOPETROL loses $51 for each gallon of imported gasoline it sells 
in the domestic market. This places a severe strain on its financial results. 


He indicated that the amount of ECOPETROL's subsidies to Colombian fuel 
consumers will come to about $50 billion this year. 


Another drain on the company's resources is the decline in the international 
price of fuel oil, which has dropped from $26 last year to $19 a barrel right 
now; the company will lose earnings of about US $80 million on this item this 
year. 


The reduced earnings for fuel oil exports amount to US $350,000 a day. 
Colombia sells 50,000 barrels of this fuel per day. 


The taxes on ECOPETROL's gasoline and equipment imports have also had an 
impact on the company's finances, 


On en estimated value of US $450 million that its crude and gasoline imports 
will cost it this year, the company has to pay 15 percent for the following 
taxes: 8 percent for the imports tax, a 3 percent stamp tax, and 5 percent for 
the PROEXPO [Export Promotion Fund] tax. 


Additionally, the firm is feeling the impact of the accelerated devaluation 
of the Colombian economy. This phenomenon is affecting all its imports of 
items needed by the petroleum industry, as well as its purchases of petroleum 
produced by companies operating in Colombia, which sell their petroleum to 
ECOPETROL; 75 percent of these purchases are paid for in foreign currency. 


The ECOPETROL president spoke of the firm's difficult financial straits after 
signing two new contracts with two foreign companies. 
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One was signed with Amoco; it assigns 31 million hectares for seismic and 
aerial studies in the Amazon region. This is the first time that technical 
data will be obtained on the possible petroleum potential of that region of 
Colombia. The contract gives Amoco the option of later obtaining areas for 
exploration and extraction, covering up to 1 million hectares each, 


The second contract was signed with Petroleos Colombianos, a firm operating 
with national capital, It covers exploration of 12,000 hectares in the 
Altamira area near Garzon, located in Huila department. 


At this time, the ECOPETROL president said that Colombia now has 71 
association contracts signed for exploration activities and 11 more for 
operational work, giving it a record number in this field. 


He announced that new contracts of this type will soon be signed for the 
exploration of vast regions in the Putumayo area, 


On the subject of foreign credit, he reported that before the end of this 
year, private international banks will have paid out the first US $80 million 
of a total of $280 million, part of the $l billion package negotiated by the 
government, 
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BRIEFS 


POPE'S 1986 VISIT ANNOUNCED--Pope John Paul II has confirmed that he will 
visit Colombia from 1 to 4 July 1986, Foreign Minister Augusto Ramirez Ocampo 
has announced. The president of the Episcopal Conference, Monsignor Hector 
Rueda Hernandez, stated that a central committee has been appointed to handle 
the preparations for the papal visit, which Church authorities have described 
as a great honor for the country. Pope John Paul II is scheduled to arrive in 
Bogota on 1 July 1986 and to travel the next day to Chiquinquira, where he 
will preside over the commemoration of the 400th anniversary of the virgin of 
Chiquinquira. According to the statements by Ramirez Ocampo before he left 
for New York, the Pontiff will travel to several Colombian cities, including 
Medellin, Cali and one on the Atlantic coast. He is also scheduled to visit 
an indigenous community. [Excerpt] [Bogota EL TIEMPO in Spanish 22 Oct 85 
pp 1-A, 7-A] 8743 


CANDIDATE PROTESTS 'BLOODBATH'--Tunja, 21 Oct--Peace will not be achieved in 
Colombia by fostering bloodshed but by involving young people in the country's 
development, the head of New Liberalism, Luis Carlos Galan, said here. Galan 
Sarmiento inaugurated his movement's headquarters in Tunja this evening. He 
took the opportunity to reaffirm that one of his movement's goals is to 
attract young people and women who have not voted before, predicting that the 
ruling party will not get more than 2.5 million votes and that the 
Conservatives will garner less. "The two traditional parties will not get 
five million votes between them," he predicted. He said that the country is 
worried when it sees that its jails are full of young people and that the 
victims of drug use, unemployment and the absurd and suicidal guerrilla war 
average 19 years of age. He defended his idea of transcending partisan 
politics and called on the nation to turn out en masse at the upcoming 
elections and to demand both peace and justice. He proposed that the people 
be allowed to decide at the elections about the 6 billion pesos that the 
nation spends every day to maintain its bureaucracy. He advocated integrating 
and coordinating the country's political class to prevent the parceling out of 
political power and so that the country's leaders clearly realize what the 
problems of the various regions are. "Neither Dr Virgilio Barco nor Dr Alvaro 
Gomez can win votes above and beyond what their political machines can get for 
them," Galan said. The strength of the two ruling party candidates lies in 
their campaign machines, which are actually a sign of weakness. "They 
apparently have the advantage of supposedly powerful machines, but they will 
not be able to get through to the new nation, or to the new generations, or to 
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independents, or to the undecided and much less to the people who stay away 
from the polls," he said. Important matters are going to be decided at the 
1986 elections, he asserted. "We will find out whether the nation supports 
the democratic system and the institutions that guarantee our freedoms and 
whether it seeks to transform itself and society through those institutions, 
or whether the country is going to endorse the absurdly mistaken notion that 
change can be achieved in Colombia only through a massive, new and tragic 


bloodbath." [Miguel Angel Molina S.] [Text] [Bogota EL TIEMPO in Spanish 
22 October 1985 p 9-A] 8743 


DISASTER ZONE DECLARED--Bogota, 14 Nov (AFP)--The Colombian Army has 
declared a 180-square-km area around the Nevado del Ruiz volcano a 
disaster zone. The volcano erupted last night killing more than 25,000 
people in the worst tragedy that has ever hi. Colombia. The Army, which 
has taken control of the situation to organize the rescue of thousands 
of casualties in the farm town of Armero in southwestern Tolima Department, 
warned that no vehicle in that area can circulate without its prior 
permission. The control is not only for land vehicles but also for 
aircraft. The Colombian Civil Aeronautics (AEROCIVIL) has joined the 
military operation and restricted the flight of helicopters, private 
airplanes, and commercial planes that cover routes that fly over the 
Andes central mountain range where the once again active volcano is 
located. [Excerpt] [Paris AFP in Spanish 1737 GMT 14 Nov 85] 


AGRICULTURAL AGREEMENT WITH CANADA--Colombia and Canada yesterday signed an 
agreement for 122.8 million pesos to finance a project for livestock develop- 
ment and food production that will benefit 14 indigenous communities in the 
Vichada area. The document was signed by Agriculture Minister Roberto Mejia 
Caicedo on behalf of the Colombian Government and Edward G. Gibson, Canadian 
ambassador to Colombia, on behalf of his government. [Text] [Bogota EL 
TIEMPO in Spanish 10 Oct 85 p 5-b PA] 
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ECUADOR 


TERAN HAILS ALADI DURING VISIT TO URUGUAY 
PA031743 Madrid EFE in Spanish 1305 GMT 2 Nov 85 


[Text] Montevideo, 1 Nov (EFE)--Ecuadoran Foreign Minister Edgar Teran 
said in Motevideo today that his country wishes to see a strengthening of 
the Latin American Integration Association (ALADI), and wants to facilitate 
cooperation in the region. 


Teran, an official guest of the Uruguayan Government, was received in a 
special session by the committee of representatives of ALADI, whose 
permanent seat is in Montevideo. 


The minister of foreign affairs also said that Ecuador "stands completely 
ready to contribute to the strengthening of this organization, to help 

to find new, ingenious methods in trade relationships, and to help expand 
the horizons of cooperation among our countries." 


"We think of Latin America as a geopolitical whole, with a cultural and 
historical identity, that unfortunately, has not yet produced the efficient 
impact that it can, in contemporary history," Teran said. 


The Ecuadoran foreign minister was also received by Uruguayan Vice President 
Enrique Tarigo, and by his counterpart, Enrique Iglesias, with whom he 
discussed the problems of the region, the foreign debt, and above all, 

the breaking of relations with Nicaragua, since Uruguay has taken charge 

of reciprocal affairs between the two countries. 


Teran also participated in the first session of the joint Ecuadoran- 
Uruguayan coordination and cooperation commission. 


On Sunday, the last day of Teran's official visit to Uruguay, the 
Ecuadoran foreign minister will be honored at a luncheon offered by 
President Julio Maria Sanguinetti. Subsequently, Teran will return to 
his country. 
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GRENADA 


QUEEN'S VISIT DRAWS EXPRESSIONS OF PROTEST 
Gairy Boycott 
FL301555 Bridgetown CANA in English 1432 GMT 30 Oct 85 


[Text] St Georges, Oct 30--Grenada's eccentric one-time prime minister, 
Sir Eric Gairy, political leader of the Grenada United Labour Party 
(GULP), is boycotting tomorrow's state visit here by Queen Elizabeth, 
according to press reports. 


The GRENADA GUARDIAN, official organ of his GULP, says Gairy returned the 
invitations sent him for local functions during the visit. 


The paper quotes Sir Eric, who was ousted in a 1979 Marxist coup, as 
saying the whole atmosphere is pregnant with hypocracy and sham. 


On the cost of preparing for the visit, Sir Eric accused the government 
of wantonly spending taxpayers money which should be used to provide jobs 
for the jobless youths everywhere in Grenada. 


He feels a man considered to be an ordinary citizen should not be invited 
as the Right Honourable Sir Etcetera with special stikcers (for his car) 
and other paraphernalia such as has been done. 


Gairy was made a Knight Bachelor (K.B.) by the Queen in her birthday 

honours list in 1977 when he was prime minister of Grenada. Previously, 

he had announced four other knighthoods conferred upon him. They are 

the Knighthood of the Grand Cross Doctorate in Political Science from 

the Ecclesiastical University of England, the Knight Grand Cross of the 
Sovereign Greek Order of St Dennis Zante, the Knighthood of the Distinguished 
Sovereign Military Order of Malta and the Knighthood of the Order of 

Toledo, Spain. 


When the latter was announced, the archbishop of Toledo, Marcelo Gonzalez, 
primate of Spain, disclaimed it, saying there is no Order of Knights of 
Toledo in his diocese...neither I nor this archbishopric granted any award 
to anyone...in Grenada, he had said then. 
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With reference to the British honour given to Gairy, shortly after its 
announcement, the then British high commissioner to Grenada, C. E. Diggines, 
explained at a press conference here that in independent countries such 
honours are awarded on the recommendation of the government of the day. 


Radix, MBPM Protest 


FL302251 Bridgetown CANA in English 2237 GMT 30 Oct 85 


[Text] St Georges, Oct 30 -- Leftwing politicians who lost power 
during a U.S.-led invasion of Grenada 2 years ago are planning to use 
tomorrow's visit to the island by Queen Elizabeth to protest the 
policies of the British Government towards blacks in the United Kingdom 
and South Africa. 


According to former industrialisation minister in the deposed People's 
Revolutionary Government (PRG) Kendrick Radix, the left want to deliver 
the message to the Queen that the British Government should stop 
investing in racially-divided South Africa and help the blacks get 

a better deal. 


We are going to tell the Queen that we don't agree with the Margaret 
Thatcher government and those private investors (in Britain) who have 

14 billion pounds invested in South Africa supporting the white minority 
regime, he said. 


Radix called on Grenadians to join his small Maurice Bishop Patriotic 
Movement (MBPM) to ensure black majority rule in South Africa under the 
banned African National Congress and its imprisoned leader, Nelson Mandela. 


We who have tasted revolution and democracy stand side by side with Nelson 
Mandela and the fighters in South Africa for their freedom because Africa's 
blood is our blood, and Africa's victory is our victory. 


Radix said his group was also planning to tell the Queen that the British 
Government should bring an end to racial violence involving Caribbean 
nationals in Britain and provide more jobs for West Indian expatriates. 


In addition, he said the MBPM is interested in seeing how the Queen would 
treat her representative on the island, Governor-General Sir Paul Scoon, 
who played a pivotal role in the American-led invasion of Grenada. What 
we have to understand is that Paul Scoon is the Queen's representative in 
Grenada, and as the Queen's representative in Grenada after the collapse 
of the revolution, Paul Scoon staged a coup with Reagan and his troops, 
he said. Up to now, Paul Scoon never wrote or rang up the Queen to tell 
her that he (was) inviting invasion in one of Her Majesty's terrirories. 


If you invite a country to invade one of Her Majesty's countries, that is 
treason, so we want to see how the Queen (will) move with Sir Paul Scoon, 
Radix added. 
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GRENADA 


EXTERNAL AFFAIRS MINISTER TO VISIT PRC IN 1986 
FL050220 Bridgetown CANA in English 2212 GMT 4 Nov 85 


[Text] St Georges, Nov 4--Grenada’s external affairs minister, Ben Jones, 
is expected to pay an official visit to China early next year. He said 
he would hold discussions with the Peking administration on issues 
including the spending of a one million dollar grant to the Caribbean 
island. 


Jones told CANA that the money was offered to Grenada before the two 
countries established diplomatic relations in September, and China was 
now anxious to hold discussions to decide the areas in which the money 
could be spent. We have tentatively agreed that we might be doing that 
in about spring of next year, he said. 


Jones also explained why the government here decided to establish 
diplomatic relations with China, despite its strident anti-communist 
stand. 


Communist or not, he said, China was one of the five permanent members of 
the Security Council of the United Nations and that Grenada, being a 
member of the world body, could not take exception to China and say we 
are not going to recognize China, because they are one of the five 
permanent members. 


In addition, he said, Grenada had looked at China in recent years and had 
found that, although China remained a communist country, most of its actions 
were geared westwards. 


We believe that perhaps it is merely a matter of time before China might 
be fully in the Western orbit, and so we have found no problem at all 
establishing relations with China, he added. 
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GRENADA 


GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE URGES DIVESTMENT OF STATE ENTERPRISES 
FLO21854 Bridgetown CANA in Enlgish 1747 GMT 2 Nov 85 


[Text] St Georges, Nov 2--A committee, set up by the Grenada Government 
to advise on the future of the island's mostly loss-making state enter- 
prises, has recommended that many should be sold over to the private 
sector, well-placed sources said today. 


The sources, who declined to be identified, said the group of experts 
felt these concerns would be more efficiently run by the private sector. 
Their view supports findings ot a study conducted by an official of the 
Barbados-based Caribbean Development Bank (CDB). The study was done 
for the interim administration which ruled Grenada for |] year after the 
October 1983 U.S.-led intervention. 


The committee is to submit its report shortly to Prime Minister Herbert 
Blaize, the sources said. 


During the 4-year rule of the leftist Peoples Revolutionary Government 
(PRG), the state sector grew significantly with the government taking 
controlling interest in many spheres of economic activity, including 
transport, telephones, electricity, ice cream making, and farming. 


But many of these state companies ran into hard times, chalking up heavy 
financial losses and becoming a burden on the treasury. 


Meanwhile, Public Utilities Minister Dr Keith Mitchell said the government felt 
there were too many state enterprises here. He said they constituted a 

burden on the public finances and should be restructured to bring about 

greater productivity. 


Our objective right now is to bring these systems up to the point that 
they are performing and functioning well with a new management structure, 
and then later on, look into the possibility of privatizing those systems 
locally, he said in a CANA interview. 
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Stating that the ousted leftwing government had moved into state control of 
the economy on ideological grounds rather than on performance, Mitchell said 
that if these enterprises could be turned into financially sound ventures, 
locals could be attracted to buy shares in these companies. 


On a long-term basis, there could well be a Grenadian privately owned 
enterprise which would work well and produce money within the country that 
can be moved around to other areas of the economy, he said. 
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GRENADA 


BRIEFS 


BLAIZE'S HEALTH--Grenada's Prime Minister Mr Herbert Blaize says he is 
tired but feeling better after 7 weeks of radiology treatments in the 
United States for a prostrate disorder. Mr Balize returned to Grenada on 
Sunday and said the doctors gave him a good bill of health. He will have 
to return to the United States in 6 months for a follow-up examination. 
[Text] [Bonaire Trans World Radio in English 1130 GMT 20 Oct 85 FL] 
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JAMAICA 
DRUG TRAFFICKERS USING SHIPS, THREATEN LEGAL EXPORTS 
FLO50150 Bridgetown CANA in English 2034 GMT 4 Nov 85 
[Text] Kingston, Nov 4 -- Jamaican drug pushers are increasingly using 


ships to export marijuana in response to government's destruction of illegal 
airstrips and other measures to stamp out trafficking between the island 

and the United States, according to Public Utilities Minister Pearnel 
Charles. The situation was posing grave threats to Jamaica, he said. 


Responding at a shipping conference to a statement that vast quantities 
of drugs were being exported on cruise ships calling at the island's 
northcoast resorts, Charles said the situation had gone beyond easy 
control of the police. 


He said the situation posed a grave threat to the tourist industry. If 
vessels were impounded in U.S. ports as a result, the fines would be so 
heavy the boats would cease calling here, Charles added. 


Minister Charles said the government was so concerned about drug 
trafficking, it was devising new strategies to cope with the problem. 


It was a known fact, he said, that 60 per cent of marijuana traffickers 
were also dealers in cocaine. 


Charles disclosed that 20 tonnes of marijuana had been seized by security 
forces at Port Bustamante some weeks ago, just before shipment. 


Containerised cargo of legitimate exports would shortly be in very serious 
trouble, resulting from the use of ships by the pushers, he added. All 

of this means that our agricultural exports, including winter vegetables, 
are going to perish and die in U.S. ports, once a shipment is checked 

and found to contain marijuana. 


Instructions are going to be given in the United States that no containerised 
cargo be allowed entry without being thoroughly searched, by which time 

our agricultural exports will perish and die in such ports without reaching 
their destination, the minister said. 











The whole process of hard work already done to create a profitable 
agricultural export market, either under the Caribbean Basin Initiative 
(CBL) or other commitments Jamaica concluded with the international 
community was now threatened with defeat or destruction, he added. 


Owing to drug tratficking from here, Jamaica had recently nearly lost 
US5 million dollars from its aid package agreement with the United States, 


1 


he disclosed. 


He charged some U.S. citizens with fuelling the drug trafficking problem 
in Jamaica. Il have intormation of Americans going into rural districts 
here and giving out large sums of money to their contacts to go and 
plant ganja (marijuana) for them, he revealed. 


Also the airplanes used to fly ganja from the hinterlands are owned by 
Americans and flown by American pilots into Jamaica, he declared. 


The public utilities minister said the government stands ready and willing 
to give shippers whatever assistance was necessary for them to stamp out 
export otf marijuana by sea. 


Government plans to set up a special task force to counter the latest 
outlet of marijuana, he remarked. 


Expressing alarm at what he called massive connections in the drug pushers 
ring, Charles stated that the use of hard drugs had now hit the island's 
middle-class as well. There were some who used the drug at their social 
functions, he said. 


He appealed to the shippers to set up their own security systems so that 
the shipping industry--which, he said, had a vital role in the nation's 
economic well-being--would remain afloat without being tarnished. 


Charles also complained of political rumours which sullied his good 
name whenever an airplane with marijuana escaped the security dragnet. 
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NICARAGUA 


KISAN STATES ALLEGIANCE TO NICARAGUAN OPPOSITION UNITY 
PA190303 San Jose LA REPUBLICA in Spanish 11 Nov 85 p 4 


[Communique issued as a paid advertisement by the "SICC-KISAN-UNO," Southern 
Indigenous Creole Communities--Unity of the Nicaraguan Atlantic Coast Indi- 
genous Peoples--Nicaraguan Opposition Unity, in Pueblo Libre, Nicaragua, on 
3 October 1985] 


[Text] The Directorate of the Nicaraguan Opposition Unity (UNO) and the 
leadership of KISAN (Unity of the Nicaraguan Atlantic Coast Indigenous 
Peoples) report the allegiance of KISAN to UNO to the Nicaraguan people and 
to world public opinion. 


KISAN expresses its adherence to the documents of San Jose and San Salva- 
dor, dated 1 March and 12 June 1985 respectively. 


UNO reiterates that it is struggling for the reconciliation, democratiza- 
tion, and reconstruction of Nicaragua. 


In that spirit, UNO favors the establishment of a democratically elected 
government that will guarantee social peace based on pluralism and justice, 
and acknowledges the historic rights of the Miskito, Sumu, Rama, and Creole 
(Black) peoples as part of the strengthening of the political and territorial 
integrity of Nicaragua. 


UNO recognized KISAN as the legitimate and sole representative of the Miskito, 
Sumu, Rama, and Creole peoples. Consequently, the Directorate of UNO will 
maintain relations exclusively with the leadership of KISAN, which was in- 
vested with authority by the free will of its peoples. 


Adolfo Calero; Arturo J. Cruz; Alfonso Robelo; Wycliffe Diego; Jeneles 
Hogdson. 
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NICARAGUA 


INDUSTRY MINISTER ON RESTRUCTURING, INVESTMENT FOLICY 
PA160224 Managua BARRICADA in Spanish 4 Nov 85 p 3 
{Interview with Industry Minister Emilio Baltodano; date, place not given] 


[Excerpts] BARRICADA: What measures has the Industry Ministry been taking 
in view of the economic crisis and the blockade imposed by the Reagan admin- 
istration? 


Emilio Baltodano: In the past few years, we have been promoting a rational- 
ization policy that involves the adjustment of the behavior of the industry 

to all aspects of the economic crisis, placing the production of basic goods 
as a priority. 


In 1980, we began work on the transfer of equipment and machinery, the spe- 
cialization of lines, and the organizationof production flow which led to a 
change in the profiles of certain enterprises. 


BARRICADA: What has been the role of the socialist bloc as an alernate 
source of credits and a market in order for Nicaragua to face the economic 
aggression? 


Emilio Baltodano: Forty-five percent of the raw materials and supplies for 
industry come from socialist countries, and 30 percent of our industrial 
exports zo to those countries. 


The problems we have had with imports are not related to the quality of the 
raw materials from those countries but to changes in the presentation, 
packaging, and modes of introducing the machienry that demanded transforma- 
tions in order to adjust our industry to these changes. 


BARRICADA: Therefore, the blockade has accelerated the process of technology 
substitution in industry? 


Emilio Baltodano: Yes, because the blockad: increased our capacity to pro- 
duce spare parts and equipment with the support of the socialist countries. 

A rule of thumb is not to discard any equipment unless it becomes more expen- 
sive to buy a spare part than to purchase a new piece of equipment. Only then 
do we begin to replace old equipment with machinery from the socialist bloc. 
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In this regard, one of the great difficulties of the industrial sector in 
particular and the country in general has been the maintenance of machinery 
and equipment, as well as acquiring the ability to produce spare parts. There 
have been no rules on the proper operation of the machinery and supervision 
has been lost as a strategic activity. 


Maintenance involves supplying spare parts and the technicians who design 
and make them. Consequently, the GDR has financed a project to strengthen 
the structures of maintenance shops, to make spare parts, and to design the 
technical production of metal machinery. 


In preparation for this project, we inventoried the machinery, tools, damaged 
parts, qualified personnel, and the technical levels of the shops throughout 
the country in order to systematize and organize the production of spare 
parts. This involved organizing the machinery that is available, the proper 
organization of shops, and deciding which parts must be made. 


As part of this project, we have made investments in foundries and machin- 
ery shops in Region 2; dies and molds factories in the Zona Franca, and have 
strengthened technical and vocational schools. The movement of innovators 
will join this process through a program that is being prepared. 


BARRICADA: What has been the Industry Ministry's investment policy and how 
is it supporting the integration of the country's economic sectors? 


Emilio Baltodano: Firstly, one must consider that industry in Nicaragua 
was conceived within the framework of Central American integration based on 
false theories about a market for the products. In this regard, dependence 
also implied the disintegation of our economy. For this reason, we feel 
that dependence in the industrila sector must be measured not only as to 
technological aspects but also to the degree of integration with the other 
sectors and the relationship between its financial structure and the market. 


Industry will be changing to the extent that other changes operate in this 
country. The nature of industry will change with the use of socialist ma- 
chinery, with new technological markets, new raw material, and exports. 


Regarding a policy of investments, we have given priority to three areas: 
textiles which represent production for basic consumption and possibilities 
for export and which require local raw materials; lumber and its byproducts 
which has a strategic importance, and the metal machinery used in the de- 
velopment of agriculture. The investments in the textile area come from the 
USSR while the metal machinery area has been supported by GDR financing. 


In other areas of the industry, investments depend on an increase in the 
national production of raw materials and the needs that must be met to 
satisfy the requirements of other sectors, for example, that of construc- 
tion materials. 


BARRICADA: What is the role of the Enterprise Committees in the factories 
concerning the need to increase productivity." 
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Emilio Baltodano: We have been promoting the Enterprise Committee since 

1983 as a solution to the problem of the workers" participation in the manage- 
ment of the enterprise. It i: now an official organization that has its 
sessions, documents, etc. It is made up of a director, a labor representa- 
tive, and the enterprise's leadership cadres. This committee discusses all 
the production problems, makes decisions at all levels, and, when there is 

not consensus, the director makes the decision. 
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NICARAGUA 


NORWAY TO CONTINUE GRANTING DEVELOPMENT AID 
PM131112 Oslo ARBEIDERBLADET in Norwegian 24 Oct 85 p 6 
[Alf Ole Ask report: "Support Nicaragua, Says Frydenlund"| 


[Text] The state of emergency in Nicaragua is worthy of criticism. But it 
does not look as if it will have any effect on Norwegian development aid to 
the country. During Storting question time Overseas Aid Minister Reidun 
Brusletter said that next year aid worth 62 million kroner will be given. 
Labor Party Foreign Affairs spokesman Knut Frydenlund said that the proposal 
that the country be made a major cooperation nation is still current. 


The government's outline report on Norwegian development aid is currently 
with the Storting Foreign Affairs Committee for consideration. In the report 
the government does not support the proposal that Nicaragua be made a major 
development cooperation nation. But there are proposals for certain increases 
in aid to the country. Brusletten was unwilling to promise to ARBEIDERBLADET 
that these increases will be followed slavishly. "We want to assess the 
situation in the region. But the government is sticking to its 62 million 
next year, as proposed in the budget," she said. 


There have been several voices which have been critical of Norwegian aid since 
the state of emergency. The Progress Party's Hans J. Rosjorde put the 
question to the overseas aid minister during yesterday's question time. The 
minister rejected the proposal that aid be cut, but said that the government 
is continuously assessing whether the preconditions for aid exist. 


Labor Party Foreign Affairs spokesman Knut Frydenlund said this about 
Brusletten's response: "Basically I am satisfied, because she has not given 

in to pressure. It has always been an important rule for Norwegian develop- 
ment aid that it should not be used as a means of demonstrating political 
reaction. But having said this we must also evaluate the matter politically 
and regret the steps which the Nicaraguan Government has taken. The 

measures are the result of the difficulties Nicaragua is facing, partly as 

a result of the trade embargo. In such a situation we need to strengthen 

aid to Nicaragua. It will, in my view, be Labor Party policy to make Nicaragua 
a major development cooperation country." 
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Nicaragua has been a hot potato in Norwegian politics. The country's 
elections were controversial, as is the U.S. trade embargo. Now that the 
Sandinista Government has introduced a state of emergency and suspended some 
democratic rights some critics have seen this as confirmation of their gloomy 
predictions. In its report on development aid the government has not made 
the country one to receive major development aid. But when the aid report 

is discussed by the Storting--probably in January--this will be an important 
issue. The Socialist People's Party and the Labor Party are likely to be 
agreed on this. | 
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NICARAGUA 


BRIEFS 


POLISH DONATION ARRIVES IN CORINTO--It has been reported from Corinto that 

the Polish ambassador to Nicaragua has delivered a $2-million donation consist- 
ing of food, medicine, clothing, footwear, and cereals to the Nicaraguan 
Government. This very important donation by the Polish Government was re- 
ceived by Jose Angel Buitrago, deputy minister for foreign cooperation. 

Polish Ambassador (Mieczyslaw Risinski) said during the delivery ceremony 

that this donation constitutes a response to the slogan that Nicaragua must 
survive. He said: We are fully convinced that Nicaragua must survive and 
win. This donation consists of food, medicine, barley, cleaning materials, 
clothing, footwear, and other articles, all of them worth $2 million. In 
turn, Buitrago said: On behalf of the Nicaraguan people and government, I 
thank you for this solidarity gesture by the brother Polish people and govern- 
ment, as a revolutionary, brotherly symbol between the two peoples. The 
Nicaraguan people deeply appreciate this gesture of friendship and fraternity 
between the two peoples. This very important donation arrived in Corinto 
aboard the merchant vessel "Yalesynski." [Text] [Managua Domestic Service 

in Spanish 2150 GMT 17 Nov 85 PA] /6662 


CROP LOSSES--Sources from the Ministry of Agricultural Development and Agrar- 
ian Reform have reported that the irregular rainy season this year has caused 
more than $10 million in losses. The sources said that the drought prevented 
760,000 quintals of corn, 88,000 quintals of beans, and 240,000 quintals of 
sorghum from being harvested. They said that the irregularity of the rains 
and attacks by the counterrevolutionaries adversely affected the Pacific and 
northern areas of the country. [Text] [Managua Radio Sandino in Spanish 
1200 GMT 16 Nov 85 PA] /6662 


EEC GRAIN DONATION--The EEC has donated more than 8,000 tons of basic grains 
to Nicaragua. The shipment is expected co arrive soon, Ministry of Agri- 
cultural Development and Agrarian Reform sources said. The donation consists 
of 5,900 tons of corn and 3,500 tons of beans, for a total of 8,500 tons. 
[Text] [Managua Radio Sandino in Spanish 1200 GMT 16 Nov 85 PA] /6662 


SPAIN GRANTS CREDIT--Spanish Prime Minister Felipe Gonzalez has confirmed 
that Spain has given approximately $35 million of credit tc Nicaragua. He 
also confirmed that soon thousands of tons of wheat and other cereals will 
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be delivered to the Nicaraguan people. The Spanish leader met with Nicara- 
guan Agricultural Development and Agrarian Reform Minister Commander of the 
Revolution Jaime Wheelock Roman during the Wheelock's visit to Madrid 
where the two discussed bilateral Spanish-Nicaraguan relations. [Excerpt] 
{Managua Radio Sandino in Spanish 1200 GMT 18 Nov 85 PA] /6662 
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PARAGUAY 


PATRIA SCORES REPORT ON STROESSNER-SARNEY MEETING 
PY181634 Asuncion PATRIA in Spanish 18 Oct 85 p 6 
[Commentary by Humberto Velazquez: "An Inopportune and Biased Correspondent" ] 


[Text] The 9 October issue of JORNAL DO BRASIL proves how sensationalist and 
biased international press agents operate. 


Paraguayan President Stroessner met with Brazilian President Jose Sarney on 
that date to put into operation the third turbine of the Itaipu hydroelectric 
plant, the largest such plant in the world. 


On this occasion JORNA“ DO BRASIL published two articles datelined Asuncion. 
The first one reports on the presidential meeting, comments on the dam, and 
its future prospects. 


The second article published as an insert next to the first one was written 
by Alfredo Seiferheld with the AP acronym which we believed belongs to that 
press agency. The article is entitled: "Book Criticizes Treaty." The 
article makes reference to a book published in Asuncion under the title: 
"Itaipu: Dependency or Development." 


Seiferheld says that the book was written by Luis Mauro and Ricardo Canese 
but fails to explain that they oppose the Paraguayan government and that Mauro 
in fact held a high position in the opposition daily ABC COLOR. 


The article concentrates basically in pointing out the criticisms the writers 
make about the Itaipu treaty, the use of the energy, its sale, the benefits 
for the seller, etc. 


These points can be considered at the appropriate levels by the specialized 
Organizations if necessary. 


What we want to clearly and unmistakably point out is how the AP correspon- 
dent takes advantage of a special situation such as the Stroessner-Sarney 
meeting. which had the attention and interest of Paraguayans and Brazilians, 
to publicize abroad an event which in Paraguay is insignificant, but which 
could create confusion and misunderstanding in Brazil. 
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We believe that every Paraguayan has the unavoidable duty to cooperate so that 
the country can obtain the best results in its international relations espe- 
cially when the president is meeting with his Brazilian counterpart as in this 
case when the two presidents discussed important bilateral relations and the 
continuation of the effective cooperation between the two neighboring and 
friendly nations. 


We firmly believe that the commentary sent by Seiferheld to JORNAL DO BRASIL 
is not just plain information but a deliberate effort to stain the Stroessner- 
Sarney meeting in which the superior interests of the nation and not a polit- 
ical party were at stake. 


We are not certain of Seiferheld's nationality, but if it is Paraguayan his 
attitude is despicable and antipatriotic. If he is a foreigner he is an inso- 
lent who meddles in matters only concerning Paraguayans and no one else. 
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PARAGUAY 
EDITORTAL ATTACKS ARGENTINE PRESIDENT 
PY100206 Asuncion HOY in Spanish 2 Nov 85 p 10 
[From the "HOY's Commentary" column: "Now That Terror is Returning" 


by HOY owner Humberto Dominguez Dibb] 


[Text] Demagoguery cannot conceal the truth. The Argentines, who are 
now living in the same anxiety as in the past, are well aware of this 
fact. Several conclusions can be drawn from the return of violence in 
Argentina. 


The policy of Raul Alfonsin has done everything to allow this resurgence 
of violence. His harassment of the Argentine Armed Forces, which 
unquestionably succeeded in defeating subversion, and his smear campaign 
against this major institution has done nothing but pave the way for a 
resurgence of the destabilizing factors, which are Linked to a well- 
known ideology. 


Today Argentina is onceagain feeling the terror of bombings, killings 
that go unpunished, and treacherous murders. 


In such circumstances, words are as useless as the demagogic speeches 
that seek to conceal facts. Through Alfonsin, terrorists are achieving 
their objective of discrediting the armed forces to once again sow terror 
in Argentina. 


The terrorists, who cannot forget the overwhelming defeat that the 
Argentine armed forces inflicted on them, are seeking revenge. They 
are using the policy of Alfonsin, who has opened the gates to them 
because he has failed to realize the importance of the eradication of 
the scourge of terrorism from his country. 


However, today everything is just as it was before. That is, as it was 
before the military men defeated the terrorists everywhere. 


Now the subversives have gained some ground again. And the Argentines 


are terrified again. Unfortunately, the people who saw subversion 
defeated in the past are feeling pain again. 
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And the principal culprit in this terrorist resurgence is Raul Alftonsin 
who opened all the gates for pain to return to Argentine through terrorists 
who seek to impose their nefarious ideology by using arms. 


Alfonsin now seeks to conceal the real situation from his people by 
using his usual rhetoric, which is devoid of real substance. He is 
seeking to delude his own peopie. However, the people are personally 
experiencing the hoax of a politician who is incapable of solving the 
problems in his country. 


And now I will repeat some words I stated in an editorial published on 
12 February 1984: "Do not delude yourself any longer, Dr Alfonsin. 

Do not lie to the Argentine people any longer. Do not forget that 

the mandate bestowed upon you is consistent with your promises. And 

that when it is noticed that those promises cannot be fulfilled, perhaps 
because they are ruined by vengefulness, that mandate will then be 
meaningless."' And now the time for truth has come. None of Alfonsin's 
promises have been fulfilled. The Argentine people will say their truth. 
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9 December 1985 


PARAGUAY 


ZUCCOLILLO INTERROGATED BY CHIEF OF POLICE 
PYO052140 Paris AFP in Spanish 1845 GMT 5 Nov 85 


[Text] Asuncion, 5 Nov (AFP)--Aldo Zuccolillo, the director of independent 
newspaper ABC COLOR which has been closed by the Paraguayan government, today 
informed AFP that he was detained for more than 6 hours on the afternoon of 

4 November by the Paraguayan police whose chief, Alcibiades Britez, warned 
him that he may be expelled from the country. 


Zuccolillo said: I was summoned by the police chiet, who read astatement | 
made to an international news agency, in which I referred to democracy in 
Paraguay. 


On 31 October, Zuccolillo received the Maria Moors Cabot award trom Columbia 
University in New York, which honors those who have contributed to under- 
standing between the Americas and to the freedom of the press. 


After receiving the award, the Paraguayan journalist noted that the award is 
a message aimed at restoring freedom of the press in Paraguay, once the 
obstacle posed by the government of President Stroessner is overcome. 


Zuccolillo told AFP that the chief of police told him that he could leave the 
country if he was unhappy with the peace that the country is enjoying under the 
government of President Stroessner. 


He added that the meeting lasted exactly 70 seconds and that the chief ot 
police then ordered him to leave his otfice. 


Zuccolillo who interpreted the warning as an ultimatum added: I[ shall continue 
to say what I think is right because I believe that one has the right to dis- 
agree in a democracy. 


He suggested that he does not fear warnings and that he will not cease in his 
Opposition to the government, even if it means ex) le. 


He noted that usually national authorities criticize members of the opposition 
who criticize the government abroad, but keep quiet while in the country. 
Zuccolillo said that in his case, his newspaper was closed on 22 March 1984 
for disagreeing with the government. 
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In the statement he made in New York, Zuccolillo said that with faith we will 
be able to overcome this obstacle (the Stroessner government) that today 
restrains Paraguayan public opinion. 


The political opposition asserts that in the last few years at least 1 million 
Paraguayans were either exiled or sought self-exile, among whom are dissidents 
Domingo Laino, Luis Resck, Epifanio Mendez Fleitas, and writer Augusto Roas 
Bastos. 
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PARAGUAY 


REPORTER COMPLAINS OF TREATMENT IN ARGENTINA 
PY061456 Asuncion EL DIARIO in Spanish 6 Nov 85 p 1Ll 


[Excerpts] Yesterday afternoon, Argentine journalist Jorge Vago granted an 
interview to the newspaper EL DIARIO, Channel 13, a news agency, and Radio 
Nanduti. He said: "We are the victims of the first authoritarian action of 
President Alfonsin. The Argentine government has got reporter Daniel 
Rodriguez of LA PRENSA newspaper under arrest. I had to leave the country. 
That is why I am here with you. I have chosen to exercise my right to leave 
the country under the protection of the Paraguayan government and with the 
hospitality of your embassy in Buenos Aires." 


Asked why he is linked to an alleged conspiracy, Vagosaid, "Many of the reports 
I published in PRENSA CONFIDENCIAL irritated the government perhaps because it 
wished to keep the reports secret or because it was not convenient for the 
government for some of the reports to be published." 


About the report which caused his arrest, Vago explained: "I had reported 
the alleged conspiracy 2 months ago and I reiterated it on 23 October. I also 
reported that many young military men and retired officers would be arrested 
but to my surprise I was also included on the arrest list." 


During the interview, which took place in a hotel in Asuncion, Vago said: "I 
was arrested and put at the disposition of the executive branch during the 
government of President Ongania because I had reported that the Montoneros 
subversive movement was being created inside the Interior Ministry with the 
aid of Catholic Action. The Montoneros, which is the terrorist group that 
has caused so much bloodshed in the country, is a group that was formed within 
the church with the support of ‘Third World' priests who in turn had the sup- 
port of President Ongania. This information irritated the government and it 
ordered my arrest. Curiously, I was the one who reported the existence of 
all the Argentine subversive groups, the LER [expansion unknown], the ERP 
[People's Revolutionary Army], the PER [expansion unknown], and the Montoneros. 
I was also the target of attacks from terrorist groups. Now that the extreme 
left is back in power, it accuses me of being an extreme rightist so again I 
am placed on the arrest list." 
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9 December 1985 


PARAGUAY 


POLICE ARREST CATHOLIC MAGAZINE DISTRIBUTOR 
PY080255 Paris AFP in Spanish 0219 GMT 7 Nov 85 


[Text] Asuncion, 6 Nov (AFP)-—-The Paraguayan police have arrested and 
are holding incommunicado a teenager who distributes the magazine 
NUESTRO TIEMPO, edited by Catholic Bishop Mario Melanio Medina, which 
has been banned by the government. 


Francisco Barboza, 18, was arrested at the Friendship Bridge that links 
the Paraguayan and Brazilian borders over the Parana River, as he was 
entering Paraguayan territory with issues of the magazine, which is not 
allowed to be printed in Paraguay. 


Barboza had his head shaved and was sent to the Asuncion police investi- 
gative department, where he is being held incommunicado. 


Monsignor Mario Medina, director of the magazine, today submitted a 
habeas corpus petition in favor of Barboza, but according to NUESTRO 
TIEMPO spokesmen, he did not get an immediate answer. 


The first issue of the magazine was confiscated approximately 4 months 
ago and at the time one of the journalists responsible for the publica- 
tion, journalist Edwin Britez, political affairs columnist of the 
newspaper ABC COLOR which has been closed by the government, was detained. 
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PARAGUAY 


PLR LEADER VEGA DISCUSSES 20 OCT ELECTIONS 
PY221915 Asuncion HOY in Spanish 22 Oct 85 p 8 


[Text] Dr Luis Maria Vega, a high-ranking leader of the Radical Liberal Party 
[PLR], yesterday said that the results of the municipal elections "are not 

the real figures."' He termed the 20 October elections "fictitious." "They 
reflect less than one-tenth of the real strength of radicalism," he asserted. 


Dr Vega, who is a member of the PLR Executive Board, said: "In my opinion, 
these elections are similar to the previous ones because the political parties 
did not have equal opportunities. To begin with, the opposition had great 
difficulty registering their party members for the elections, which is why 
only 50 percent of our party members have been registered." 


He indicated that this proves that the electoral law must be revised to facil- 
itate the registration of all citizens. He added that full registration is a 
prerequisite for a "clean" electoral process. 


Vega also pointed out that all political parties must be given better guaran- 
tees so that they may hold their meetings and participate in national polit- 
ical life. He said: "It is indispensable to achieve freedom of the press to 
be able to use the communication media without restrictions, and finally, to 
achieve a broader political opening." 


Referring to the dissatisfaction which the Liberal Party [PL] has expressed 
toward a certain sector of the PLR Dr Vega said: ‘We have no restrictions 
to continuing our talks with the PL, in keeping with the course set for our 
unification." "All electoral processes carry a certain amount of passion, 
and passion is not the best state of mind for making political decisions of 
national significance," he said. 
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PARAGUAY 


BRIEFS 


ABC COLOR PUBLISHER SUMMONED BY POLICE--Aldo Zuccolillo, the former publisher 
of the newspaper ABC COLOR, returned to his house last night at about 2230. 
Shortly after he arrived in Asuncion, from the United States, where he had 

gone to receive a journalistic award, Zuccolillo was summoned by the Investiga- 
tive Department of the Metropolitan Police. Zuccolillo met there with police 
officers from approximately 1600 until 2230. The reasons for this police 

action were not officially announced although it may be surmised that the action 
is related to statements Zuccolillo made to the U.S. press about the Paraguayan 
government. [Text] [Asuncion ULTIMA HORA in Spanish 5 Nov 85 p 12 PY] 


GOVERNMENT TO STOP SMUGGLING OF GOODS--Asuncion, 1 Nov (EFE)--The Finance Min- 
istry has called the contraband of wheat treason to the fatherland and has 
announced the implementation of measures to prevent the grain from illegally 
leaving the country for Brazi.. According to repeated reports in the Asuncion 
press, the contraband of wheat Brazil has been increasing in the past few weeks. 
According to these reports, Brazilian grain buyers arrive at Paraguayan farms 
with cash in hand to purchase the cereal and take it away with their own trucks. 
In a communique published today, the Finance Ministry calls the contraband of 
wheat a treason to the fatherland because the government, through patriotic 
technical efforts, has achieved the production of this valuable product and 
attained self-sufficiency, thus preventing the flight of foreign currency, 
which is so necessary for the country. The Finance Ministry has stated that, 
in a coordinated effort with other official agencies, special measures have 
been implemented on the borders to prevent wheat from leaving the country, as 
well as the illegal traffic of soybeans, lumber, and other products. [Text ] 
[Madrid EFE in Spanish 1506 GMT 1 Nov 85 PY] 


PLR PRESIDENT CONFIRMED--During a session held on 31 October, the Radical 
Liberal Party, PLR, executive board confirmed Emilio Forestieri as party 
president and designated Aniano Denis Estigarribia as party vice president. 
Dr Teofilo Cristaldo was designated first vice president. [Summary] 
[Asuncion EL DIARIO in Spanish 1 Nov 85 p 8 PY] /8918 
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JAPANESE LOAN--The Paraguayan and Japanese governments yesterday siyned 
diplomatic documents related to the Japanese economic cooperation with 

Paraguay on the financing of a National Electric Power Administration (ANDE) 
project to construct the fourth powerline linking the [taipu-Acaray area with 
the northern metropolitan area, including transformer substations in I[takyry, 
Limpio, and the Alto Parana region. The Japanese loan totals Y8.8 billion 
($42,004,773). [Excerpt] [Asuncion EL DIARIO in Spanish 5 Nov 85 p 7 PY] /8918 


REFINERY NATIONALIZED--By Decree No 12267, the Executive Branch has 
nationalized the Petropar oil refining and marketing enterprise, which had 
operated as a joint state-private enterprise until 1 November 1985. [Summary] 
[Asuncion HOY in Spanish 6 Nov 85 p 1l PY] /8918 


LIBERAL GROUP'S OFFICE OPENING PREVENTED--Police last night prevented the cere- 
mony marking the opening of the offices of the Liberal Party's "Unity Advocates,’ 
group, at the corner of Estero Bellaco and General Diaz streets in Asuncion. 
The police reportedly charged that the group lacked proper authorization tor 
the gathering, which coincided with the 18 October founding date of the Liberal 
Party. Important liberal party figures were expected to attend, some of whom 
have joined the group, which seeks to unify the diverse membership of this 
political party. The prevention of the meeting disappointed many liberals 

who were invited, as well as the people who organized the opening ceremony. 
Representatives of the Unity Advocates, including Ignacio Castagnino, Hugo 
Galli Riart, and Francisco Campos stayed at the offices for several hours after 
police burst in and prevented people from entering. Dr Hugo Galli Riart, one 
of the leaders of the Unity Advocates, said that even Colorado Party President 
Dr Juan Ramon Chavez had been invited to attend the opening ceremony. The 
presidents of all the national political parties were also invited. Galli 
Riart sadly commented that "cultural personalities and political representa- 
tives from some embassies witnessed the events." The police stayed at the 

site for several hours after the offices were scheduled to open. They pre- 
vented the entry of numerous individuals who, as they arrived, watched the 
developments amid generalized comments and dissatisfaction. [passage omitted] 
[Excerpt] [Asuncion HOY in Spanish 19 Oct 85 p 12 PY] 


STATE OF SIEGE LIFTED--In preparation for municipal elections, the state ot 
siege will be lifted tomorrow, Sunday, in accordance with a decree enacted by 
the executive branch. Decree No 12143 states the following: "The state ot 
Siege is hereby lifted in the city of Asuncion, the capital of the Republic of 
Paraguay, on 20 October 1985 for 24 hours, from 0000 to 2400." Signed: 
President Alfredo Stroessner, and Interior Minister Sabino A. Montanaro. 
[Text] [Asuncion HOY in Spanish 19 Oct 85 p 12 PY] 


PEASANT LEADER RELEASED--Peasant leader Marcelino Corazon Medina, who was 
arrested on 20 September by virtue of Article 79 of the Constitution, was 
released last night. To demand his release, he went on a hunger strike and 
also refused to drink water. [passage omitted] [Excerpt] [Asuncion HOY in 
Spanish 24 Oct 85 p 8 PY] 
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PERU 


JOURNALISTS CALL FOR COUNTRY'S PACIFICATION 
PY192257 Paris AFP in Spanish 1600 GMT 19 Nov 85 


[Text] Lima, 19 Nov (AFP)--Peru's three main journalists unions today urged 
the government to obtain in the shortest period of time and without post- 
ponements the pacification of the country in order to defend democracy in 
view of the problem of terrorist violence. 


The demand is contained in a document that was released by the Association 

of Journalists of Peru [Colegio de Periodistas del Peru--CPP], the Federation 
of Journalists [Federation de Periodistas--FP] and by the National Association 
of Journalists [ANP], at the end of a 2-day seminar on human rights and ter- 
rorism that was held in the Andean city of Huancayo, 312 km east of Lima. 


The seminar, which was sponsored by the Ibero-Americana Federation of 
Journalists Associations (FIAP) for journalists of the six Peruvian regions 
that are torn by terrorism, also censured the guerrilla organizations and 
the excesses of antisubversive repression. 


The document names terrorism as the main political and social problem of 
contemporary Peru and it warns against the disproportionate highlighting 
of terrorist actions in order not to help the propaganda campaign that the 
subversive groups are carrying out. 


Without naming Shining Path nor the Tupac Amaru Revolutionary Movement 
(MRTA), the two most active guerrilla organizations in the country, the 
document maintains that terrorism is carried out by minority groups that 
use methods that are banned by the most elemental expression of civilized 
coexistence. 
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TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 





TEAM NAMED TO ACCOMPANY CHAMBERS TO JAMAICA, U.S. 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 9 Nov 85 pl 
{Text ] PRIME MINISTER George Cham-_ Barsotti, ' aloes Secretary, 
bers will be accompanied by two Gov- | Ministry of Finance and Planning; Mr. 
ernment Ministers when. he pays an - | Knowlson Gift, Trinidad and Tobago 
official visit to Jamaica from Novem: High Commissioner to Jamaica; Mr. 
ber 15 to 19. y : +. Reginald Dumas, Chairman, Bilateral 
With him will be Mr. Errol ggg! Air Negotiations Committee; Mr. 
_Minister of External Affairs, Basdeo Maharaj, Publi: Relations Of- 
‘Senator Wendell Mottley, Minister of ficer, Ministry of Industry, Commerce 
Industry, Commerce and Consumer : ‘and Consumer Affairs, Personal Assis- 
Affairs. tant to the delegation; Mrs. Theresa 
Apart from holding official talks in: Lewis, Secretary to the Minister of 
Jamaica, Mr. Chambers will be guest Finance and Planning, Secretary to 
speaker at the graduation ceremony’ the delegation; and a representative 
of the University of the West Indies, : of the Ministry of Information. = 
Mona, on November 16. The delegation, with the exception 
Prime Minister Chambers will also: of Mr. Gift, will be joined in Miami by 
visit Miami on November 21 to address Mr. J. O'Neil Lewis, Trinidad and To- 
the plenary session of the Miami Con- bago Ambassador to the United 
ference on the Caribbean 1985. States, and Mr. L. Cumberbatch 
Also accompanying the Prime Minis- Foreign Service Officer 1V,'lrinidad and 
ter to Jamaica will be Mr. Frank ‘Tobago Embassy, Washington, D.C. . 
/9365 | 
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TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


CHAMBERS CITES DIFFERENCES WITH NASSAU OUTCOME 
Stand on S. Africa Sanctions 
Port-of-Spain EXPRESS in English 24 Oct 85 pp 1, 48 


[Article by Ria Taitt] 





[Text ] 


NASSAU: The Trinidad 
Government would have 
pee to see compre- 
ensive mandatory sanc- 
tions against South Africa. 
So said Prime Minister 


George Chambers at a, 


ress briefing yesterday at 
assau, before leaving for 
Trinidad. 
“We would have preferred to 
see the Commonwealth impose 


comprehensive mandatory 


sanctions,” he said. But he 
added that the feeling of the 
Commonwealth is one of gener- 
al abhorrence to the insensitiv- 


ity of the South African. 
regime. Said Chambers: “The 
Accord is what was possible in: 
terms of unanimity.” 

Asked if Trinidad and Toba- 
go would take action if Thatch- 
er did not stick to the spirit 


and letter of the Accord, 


Chambers said: “It is a little 


too early to determine 
whether or not one 
would comply with 
Phase 3; Phrase 1 has' 
not begun.” 
. The Prime Minister 
said that he held bilate- 


‘ral discussions with seve-: 
ral Caribbean Heads of 
Government— Dominica, 
Jamaica, St Kitts, Bar- 
bados, Grenada and, 


: Guyana. ° 
‘fie said that he talked 


with Bernard. St John, 
Prime Minister of Bar- 
bados, about the Nassau 
Understanding, about 
‘the expedition of a re- 
rt on prune under 
il Wyke. 
_ With Guyana, he said 
he talked with Desmond 
Hoyte about more co-or- 
dination between the 
private sector projects 
and the government. 
He said that Trinidad 


fand Tobago and Guyana 
had an - arrangement 
where the cost of busi- 
ness concluded’ with 
‘Guyana would be to Tri- . 
'‘nidad and Tobago’s ; 
“benefit” for use against ' 


writing off Guyana’s “in- 
“a explained that 


{there were attempt. de- 
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ing made by the private’ 
‘sector to do _ business 


with Guyana and he 
didn’t know if these ar- 
rangements were being 
co-ordinated sufficiently. 

He said he talked with 


Grenada about the visa 


requirements for enter- 


monds about i- 
bility of. Trinidad and 
Tobago assistance for a 
runway extension for St 
Kitts. He added that the 
estimates so far have 
knocked both he and 
Simmonds out, but that, 
Ronald Williams, Minis-: 
ter of State Enterprises, 
was going to have a more 
“refined” figure shortly. 
Referring to the Com- 
monwealt meeting, 
Chambers said that he 
had predicted that the 
main areas of concern 
would be South Africa, 
the report on vulnerabili- 
ty of small states and the 
World Economic Order. 
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9 Decy 
Talk to PNM Meeting cember 1985 


Port-of-Spaip SUNDAY EXPRESS in English 27 Oct 85 p 3 


[Text ] 





THE NASSAU Accord on South Africa “fell 
far below our expectations,’’ Prime Minister 
George Chambers told the 26th Annual Con- 
vention of the ruling People’s National Move- 
ment (PNM) at the Chaguaramas Convention 
Centre Friday night. | 
“Our pe rset of that —s* —~ — <4 he 
urpose of ensuring consensus,”: olitic: 
der said in what he described: as “a brief state- 
ment on the South Africa issue.” Chambers said 
Trinidad and Tobago’s position on South Africa “is a 
matter of record at the United Nations and other 
international fora. At the 
U.N. we fully supported 
the call for comprehen- 
sive mandatory sanc- 
tions.” 
The endorsement of 
the Nassau Accord “in 
no way changes our 
stated position. I make 
bold to say that Trinidad 
and Tobago, small 
though we are, will con- 
tinue to be a beacon and 
an example of har- 
monious multi-racial liv- 
ing.” 
In @ wide-ranging ad- 
dress, Chambers also an- 
nounced the holding of a 
special party convention | 
in March next year “to 
mark the 5th anniver- 
sary of the death of our 
founder and late leader 
(Dr Eric Williams).” The 
timing of the convention 
scotched _ speculation | 
there would be a general 
election before next year. | 
Chambers made it: 
clear that between now, 
and then he would con- | 
tinue hig meet-the-party 
tour and mobilisation of | 
the party for the next 


general eleqion, stating: | 
‘As we moveinto 1986, | 
/9317 
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| 


therefore, our theme and emphasis must be mobilisa- 
tion. 1 can tell you now that as meet-the-party tour 
continues, I have already laid plans for p II of 
my mobilisation campaign, aimed at cementing and 


unifying. the so that whenever the call comes, ' 
not on we will be ready but determined to 
.vsure that we overcome.” 


He cited rising unemployment as one of the 
government's serious concerns, pointing out that the 
government was operating in a “hostile worid envi- 
ronment.” He again referred to the World Bank 
graduating this —— out of its loan. portfolios, 
trade protectionism the debt problem, which he 
desc as “a bomb with a dangerously short fuse.” 

“The fact of the matter is that the strong econom- 
ic recovery of the past two years (in the developed 
countries) appears to have run out of steam. Growth 
in the industrialised countries has been weak, une- 
venly distributed and insufficient to make any im- 
pression on the high; rate of unemployment which 
oy A —_— have been experiencing throughout 

‘He said Trinidad and To was “going h 
a period which clearly calls for some sacrifice and 
ris spe | 

He said there was an increasing awareness of this 
among the ——. “but there appears to be a 
wholly misgui point of view in certain quarters 
that the economic downturn and the implementation 
of the policies of adjustment on 
everyone to the same » 

“This is clearly not a realistic assumption, and 
does not reflect the expetience of any country, 
developing or developed.” on. 

He said the government had always been con- 
cerned “with the eradication of extreme poverty ... 
and with the distribution of the benefits of general 
economic progress on as. equitable a basis as is 
possible. This we regard as a moral imperative of 
development policy.” — : 
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TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


NO CONTROVERSY EXPECTED AT PNM ANNUAL CONVENTION 


| 


Port-of-Spain EXPRESS in English 25 Oct 85 p 64 


[Article by Ria Taitt] 


[Text] 

"THERE is no hint Leader, Prime Minister 
that the People’s Na- a Chambers, in 
tional Movement An- ' which usually “a number 

nual Convention will of things come out.” 
have the controversy He also said that 
‘it did last year. apartheid, the problem 
Secretary General Al- of vagrancy and schools 
van Quamina dismissed for the disabled are 
a that the post of among the issues that 
Chairman, held by Fran- the various party units 
cis Prevatt, would be up have put up for some 

for elections. Quamina resolution to be made. 

said there are three years At last year’s conven- 
to before. Prevatt tion, held for the first 
could t be challenged. Said time in Tobago, the con- 
mina: “The posts of test between Works Mi- 
hairman, Vice-Chair- nister Hugh Francis and 
man, Political Leader Russell — - 
and Secretary General torney General, for the 
have five-year tenures post of ey 
and these people cannot “TE aa come: 
—e fore that tio - shows Bo i vot 

Quam added at. a 6a 
ever — the Saye convention will be an 
Labour Relations Offic- opportunity for the 
er, held by Wilbert Win- = > 
—. “might” oa a? Pp , 

. But Quamina em- : 

phasised that the elec- 4, Fig A Conven- 
tion this year was going tion \takes place every 
to be “no big thing year except in a year 
since all the incumbents — a Be 

likely nven 
—_ wand be at is -y on oo ae 
' Quam added to “discuss election mat- 
‘the Meblight of the os ters,” except in 1970 
vention should be the mye age ae 
ddress on” was use 
" ve of the political crisis. . 
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TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


CHAMBERS SEES DEBT BURDEN AS THREAT TO ECONOMIC SECURITY 


Port-of-Spain EXPRESS in English 26 Oct 85 p 7 


[Text } 


/9317 
CSO: 


3298/102 


THE debt crisis will ruin 


Trinidad and Tobago if 
it does not take mea-’ 
sures at the national le- 
vel to immediately 
redress “some of the 
madness expressed as de- 
velopment needs by the 
government,” according 
to a statement issued by 
the People’s Popular 
Movement (PPM) to 
mark the International 
Da - Protest on Octob- 
er 23. 

In its statement, the 
PPM said that over the 
last five years, “very 
ooey but consistently, 

Government has bor- 
rowed TT$4,922 million. 

“The direct external 
debt moved from 
TT$1.127 million § in 
1982 to TT$2 billion or 
64 per cent of total gov- 
ernment debt in 1984. 

“In 1984 alone, this 
country borrowed 
TT$604 million with 
loans of TT$340 million 
from Japan and TT$170 


100 


~ million from Britain. 


The PPM § added: 
“Certain clear short term 
measures must be en- 
forced: 


“1, Curtailment of 4 
further overduly ex 


aes prest 
yy Coxon 


eo Hall of Justice 
Caroni race track and 
the like. 

aa Rng ony of for- 
e or projects 
that do have any real 
social or economic value 
to the nation. 


“3. Consultation with 
mass organisa and 
opposition parties on 
an = of over 
$1 jon by the gov- 
senenent. 

“4. Revealing of con- 
tracts (whether govern- 
ment to government or 
government and private) 


which mortgages the ma- 
terial and . 
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TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


PAPER SPECULATES ON POSSIBILITY OF SNAP ELECTION 


Chambers’ Motivations 


Port-of-Spain EXPRESS in English 26 Oct 85 p 8 


[Editorial] 


[Excerpts] 


THERE is some evidence 
to suggest that the ruling 
party is gearing for an 


early election. Since the 


Far East tour by Prime 


This rejuvenation of 


the image of our country is 


at least taking our twin- 
island republic out of the 
cocoon into which it had 


Minister George Chambers withdrawn under the 
and the many assurances leadership of the late 
that significant investment Prime Minister. 


will follow, the ministerial 
team has been highly visi- 
ble at constituency meet- 
ings and the meet-the- 
party tours which the 
Prime Minister has been 
conducting. 

There will be a brief 
interlude after the Nassau 


' sojourn at the Common- 
._ wealth Heads of Govern- 
‘ment Conference before 


-- 


Mr Chambers continues his 
outreach programme with 
visits to Jamaica for the 
graduation exercises of the 
Mona campus of the Uni- 
versity of the West Indies, 
and to Miami for the an- 
nual meeting of the donor 
and beneficiaries under 
the Caribbean Basin Ini- 
tiative, where he will also 
deliver an address. 


101 


What is not so healthy, 
however, is the extended 
period over which the 
House of Representatives 
has been prorogued. Some 
observers have read into 
this a strategy to silence 
the voices of opposition 
while the Government 
forces move front and 
centre in an all-out at- 
tempt to refurbish its 
image. 


“~~ But the only relevance 
,of all this to the prospect 


of an early election would 


be if it were held before 


the end of December. For 


| we are satisfied that there 


have been shortfalls in 
projected revenue and that 
the preparation of the 
1986 Budget would be 
both an economic and a 

















political nightmare. A 
snap election before the 
next budget, as an exten- 
sion to the build up over 
the past four or five 
months, would not there- 
fore be without its own 
brand of logic. 

Against this, Mr Cham- 
bers will have to weigh the 
dismal showing of his par- 
ty in the poll conducted by 
Dr Selwyn Ryan for this 
newspaper earlier this 
year, -_, 


Therefore, he can eithex 
make an all-out effort to 
win public support th- 
rough an “election bud- 
get”’ financed by whatever 
loans he can muster, in 
which case he will call an 
election early in the new 
year or he can hold on for 
as long as possible in the 
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hope that unforeseen cir- 
cumstances work in his fa- 
vour., We suspect that he 
would opt for the latter. 

Mr Chambers is a man 
of basically decent  in- 
stincts. We do not there- 
fore expect that he will 
further jeopardise an al- 
ready shaky economy by 
mortgaging disappearing 
resources for ‘‘political 
money,.”’ 


Our bet is that he will 
play for time and hope that 
in the process the pros- : 
pects for oil revenues will 
improve and/or that the 
National Alliance for Re- 
construction will collapse. 
These are two possibilities 
upon myriad other issues 
which may crop up and 
which can be orchestrated 
in favour of the PNM. 


ONR Preparations 
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[Text ] 


/9317 
CSO: 


THE ORGANISATION for National 
Reconstruction (ONR) met last night 
to discuss preparations for a snap elec. 
tions, general update on the NAR and 
the contemporary political culture 

The meeting was chaired by Mr 
Herbert Atwell, Chairman of the ONR 
and the NAR. 

A release from the party said thai 
the focus of the mecting was on St 
Ann's East and West, Laventille, 
Barataria, San Juan and St. Joseph 

Tonight the party will hold another 
meeting in which Dr. Romesh Mootoo, 
second vice-president of the Organisa- 
tion and a member of the NAR FExecu- 
tive, will deliver the feature address 
This will be held at the St. John's 
Baptist Friendly Society Hall, Bake 
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Shop, Main Road, Gasparillo at 7.30 
pm 
Tonight's proceedings will also mark 
the annual constitutency organisation 
conference of the Pointe-a- Pierre con, 
tituency 
: ONR’s Youth Officer, Ms. Carol Noel 
will preside over the elections of of- 
ficers : 
The conference will also deal with 
resolutions to be forwarded to the 
party’ National Executive, Delegates 
to the ONR's Annual National Confer- 
ence will also be elected, along with 
nominees for the positions of national 


officers of the ON 


The next ONR annual constitency 
organisation conference will be held on 
Sunday at St. Stephen's College, 
Princes Town, at 9 a.m 
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TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


UNREST ON LABOR FRONT, CRITICISM OF UNIONS CONTINUE 


Als on Union Culpability 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 19 Oct 8 p 3 


[Excerpts] 


have been somewhat careless and 1n- 
sufficiently 5. aa over the years, 
including myself. 

“Any objective analysis would bear 
out that the trade union movement 
at this juncture in its history, and for 
the last five years or so, is in a most 
‘unacceptable condition. 

“Not only is disrespect for internal 
democracy evident, but indeed its 
stature has fallen in the eyes of the 
working people, especially in the area 
of failing to unite in spite of the 
obvious need." 


CORRUPT practices and pattiness 
are among the “deadly sins” committ- 
ed by trade unionists which have left 
the movement inits present weakened 
state. ; 

lormer President of the Bank and 
General Workers’ Union (BGWU), Mr. 
Michael Als stated recently that 
trade unionists had to share the blame 
with employers for the weakened 
state of the labour movement. 

“If we speak honestly,” said Mr. Als, 
“the movement itself and its leaders 


Union Unity Rally 


f 
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[Excerpt] 


WOODFORD SQUARE yes: 
ferday echoed with the sound of 
pro-labour chants and slogans as 
top trade unionists commented 
0g the “worsening industrial 
chimate™ in the country. 

Not even intermittent show- 
ers dampened the enthusiasm of 
the thousands of workers who 
came from as far as Cedros and 
Point Fortin to observe the Na- 
tional ay of Unity, Solidarity 
and Sacrifice. 

There was good response to 
the call by trade unions to the 
open air rally which was the 
highlight of the day's proceed-' 
ings. : 


'’ Unions affiliated to both the 
Council of Progressive Trade Un- 
ions and the Trinidad and To-, 
bago Labour Congress set aside 
their ideological differences to. 


attend the ially which got 
underway _ shortly before 
‘midda ‘ 


Trade Unions from South, Cen- 
tral and East Trinidad travell- 
ed into the city in a motorcade 
which ended at the Grand 


Stand, Queen's Park Savannah. 


just before 11 a.m. From there 
they staged a march down Fred- 
erick Street, to Independence 
Square and then up Abercromby 
Street to Woodford Square 
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‘terpart in 
i Sugar 


where they joined the crowds 
that had already’ gathered, 
there for the rally. 

Leading the march were Pre- 
sident General of the Oilfields 
Workers’ Trade Union (OWTU), | 
Mr George Weekes, and his coun- 

the All Trinidad ‘ 
and General Workers’ / 
Trade Union (ATSGWTU), Mr— 


Basdeo Panday. { 


TASSA DRUMMERS 


As they entered the square 
the marchers were greeted with 
applause and a group of tassa 
drummers was on hand to liven 
the proceedings. 
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Panday Remarks 


[Article by Heather Hollingsworth] 


[Text ] 


BASDEO PANDAY, presi- 


dent of the All Trinidad | 
Sugar and General Work-. 


ers Trade Union, has said 
that the appeal by Caroni 
(1975) Ltd of an 
agreement handed down 
by the industrial Court, is 
the most severe blow dealt 
to peaceful industrial rela- 


tions in the country. 

Panday was at the time addres- 
sing the huge gathering at the rally 
for National Unity and Solidarity 
organised by the group of concerned 
trade unions in Woodford Square, 
Port of Spain, yesterday. 


He said that what in effect had | 


been said to trade unions by that 
move was that to abide by the law 
and to take one’s grievances th- 
rough the channels outlined in the 
Industrial Relations Act was to end 
up like the workers of Caroni Ltd, 
with a collective agreement which 


was negotiated for 3% years, and an. 
appeal that cquid cause a further 
rf 


y of a similar period of time. 

He said that in one fell swoop 
the integrity of the Industrial Court 
had been destroyed. 

Panday also said that the root of 
the present industrial relations cri- 
sis was the feeling by employers‘ 
that the balance of power had 
shifted because of the economic 


downturn. Employers, he said, tow 
had the feeling that they were in 
the ascendancy and could therefore 
take back the gains won by the 
trade union movement in the past. 
He accused the Government, the 


largest employer in the country, of 
not setting an example to other 
employers of good industrial rela- 
tions.- 

Turning to the issue of the Re- 


trenchment and Severance Benefits 


Bill, Panday called on the Govern- 
ment to reconvene Parliament so 
that the bill could be passed in its 
original form. He made this appeal 
because, he pointed out, when Par- 
liament is in recess all bills before it 
automatically die. 

He added that severance pay in 
the context of Trinidad and Fobago 
had a meaning that was different to 

most countries. In most countries, 
he said, the purpose of severance 
pay was to tide the retrenched 
worker over until his next job. Here 
in Trinidad and Tobago, however, 
where no job was forthcoming, the 
purpose of severance was to allow 
the person to set himself up in 
jsome other kind of work.  —- 

i Other speakers to address the 


crowd were Errol McLeod, first vice 


resident of the Oilfields Workers 
rade Union; Ragoonath Khemraj 
of the National Food Crop Farmers’ 


Association; Vernon Glean of the 


Trinidad and Tobago Labour Con- 
gress, George Weekes of OWTU, 
and the Imam Abu Bakr of the 
‘Jamaat al-Muslimeen. 

All gpeakers stressed the impor- 
tance of unity on the 
labour front and warned 
the crowd against at- 
tempts that would be 
forthcoming to disunite 
the trade union move- 
ment. Weekes, using an 
analogy that he favours, 
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said that disunity within 
the trade union move- 
ment would be like hav- 
ing AIDS, “You bound 
to die.” 

_ Nineteen trade unions. 
were represented at the* 
rally and, according to' 
its organisers, their re-! 
presentatives came from: 
far and wide—from as 
far as Cedros and even 
across the seas in Toba- ; 


go. 

The mood at the rally 
was reminiscent of 1970. 
Clenched fists shouted 


the slogans of: “Unidari- 
ty” (a word coined for 
the day from solidarity 
and unity) and “One 
movement, one atruggle. 
All unions do battle.” All 
speakers also had the 
crowd fervently behind 
them. A large percentage 
also - remain throug- 
hout the proceedings 
which lasted from noon 
until past five o'clock, 
undeterred by the inter- 
mittent showers. 

The day began with a 
motorcade from OW- 
-TU's Paramount Build-' 
ing in San Fernando, 
changed into a march 
from Queen’s Park Sa- 
vannah along the pave- 
ments of Frederick 
Street, and then moved 
into the rally in Wood- 
ford Square to meet a 
square already teeming 
with people. 
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Rally Resolutions 9 December 1985 


Port-of-Spain EXPRESS in English 25 Oct 85 p 5 


[Text ] 


THE representatives 
of the 19 trade unions 
resent at the rally 
or National Unity 
and Solidarity within 
the trade union move- 
ment, in Woodford 
Square on Wednes- 
day, adopted a resolu- 
tion calling for a one- 
day general strike, 
“in defence of job se- 
curity and the sove- 

reignty of workers.” 
his was one of four 


a passed by the 


ral y- 

n this particular re- 
solution, which f 
on industrial relations, 
the Government was also 
requested to withdraw 


its appeal against the 
decision made by the In- 
dustrial Court in relation 
to Caroni Ltd, and was 
urged as well to summon 
all “recalcitrant employ- 
ers” to settle outstanding 
negotiations. 


The second resolution - 


called on the Govern- 
ment to condemn re- 
trenchment, withdraw all 
amendments to the Re- 


trenchment bill, and pesa 


it in its original for:a. 


_ In the third resolu- 
tion, which focused on 


South Africa, the rally. 


decided to boycott any 
cricket match or cultural 
performance at which 
players or performers 
who had: appeared in 


South Africa were pre- 
sent. 


They called on the 
‘Government to deny en- 
try to any artiste, sports 
personality or performer 
who had toured or 

layed in South Africa. 
hey also asked the 
Government to condemn 
England and the U.S. for 


irefusing to support the 
‘United Nations Resolu- 
tion calling for sanctions 
against South Africa. 


And they asked the Gov- 
ernment to request all 
‘companies operating in 
the country who had 
trading links with South 
Africa to sever such links 
or leave. 


Government Criticism of Media 
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[Text ] 


MINISTER of Labour, So- 
cial Security and Co- 
operatives, Mr John Donald- 
son, has accused the news 
media of reporting more the 


parneregies: 


than the 


ealthy and constructive as- 
pects of industrial relations. 


Mr Donaldson said news coverage 
of labour matters tended to heigh- 
ten rather than diffuse conflict in 


the industrial arena. 
“It may well be 
many instances t 


"he said, ‘‘that in 
he coverage given 


to, or the presentation of news on 
labour issues and disputes is not 
calculated for the purpose of inflam- 


ing or inciting. 
‘However, 


the effect is 


nonetheless disruptive, or at best, 
delays the resolution of conflict.” 

The Minister's comments were 
made on Thursday during an address 
to the regular meeting of the Ro- 
tary Club at the Holiday Inn, Port- 
of-Spain. His address dealt with the 
topic ‘‘Conflict Resolution’. 


105 


MATURE MEDIA 


He told the Rotarians: “Given 
such endemic features in the indus- 
trial environment in which we oper- 
ate, common sense would seem to 
dictate the greatest concentration 
possible, by all concerned, on the 
resolution and accommodation of in- 
dustrial conflict, bearing in mind 
the extent to which the welfare of 
any nation depends upon its prod- 
uctive capacity. 

“And in this regard, ene would 
wish a mature and responsible 
‘media, operating under. constitu- 
tional guarantees of freedom, to 
‘play an important and constructive 
role." 
Mr Donaldson also spoke of what 
he considered to be clear indications 
of a “calculated plan by the news 
media to seek to promote the reso-: 
lution of industrial conflict in a par- 
ticular direction on behalf and to 
the advantage of particular inter- 
est groups’. . ae 

“The most glaring case in point in 
current times is the apparently 
committed mission undertaken by 








the print media in respect of a piece 
of labour legislation which is now 
before Parliament. 

“I could provide you with an 
abundance of illustrations of the 
kind of news presentation to which | 
am referring, but | will refrain from 
doing so at this time since Parlia- 
mentary debate on the Bill in ques- 
tion, in which I am involved, is yet in 
progress.” 

The Minister hastened to state 
that he did not mean to heap blame 
on the news media for inciting indus- 
trial conflict. It was, not his inten- 
tion to muzzle the media in its 
reporting of industria) relations or 
other matters. : 

‘What I am talking about is the 
uestion of conffict resolution and 
the point I am seeking to stress 
here is that the news media need 
always to be sensitised and wary in 
their coverage and presentation ot 
facts and not allow the popular at- 
traction of sensationalism to lead 
to inflaming conflict situations — 
be it industrial conflict or conflict 
in any other sphere.”’ 

He defined the true role of the 
local media as ‘‘to provide elucida- 
tion and enlightment of the issues 
involved as to assist instead of to 
os paeaaag resolution of the con- 

ict’’. 

Earlier in his address, Mr Donald- 
son referred to the significant role 
played by the media during periods 
of conflict. He said there was no 
doubt that in contemporary con- 
flict situations, the media played a 
powerful role ‘be it for better or for 
worse’’. . 
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ome oe. 


SELF INTEREST 


The Minister said there was a 
growing sophistication in the use of 
the media for the purpose of in- 
fluencing the resolution of conflict 
Situations along lines of self inter- 
est. 

He said: ‘‘Of course, while news 
media have this important role to 
ay. ae even more important role 
ies in the hands of the parties 
themselves who are directly involv- 
ed in the conflict. 

‘In this regard, I often wonder 
whether, in several of the major 
conflicts currently in evidence in 
various parts of the world, the in- 
volved parties are in fact not assidi- 
ously searghing for confrontation 


‘rather than for resolution. 


“One would have thought that, 


given our current economic. situa- 
tion and the common view that all 


the social partners for industry 
have come to accept — that is, it is 


‘time for adjustment and sacrifice — 


resolution of industrial conflict 
would have been more eagerly 
sought by all concerned. It seems 
not to be the case in some quar- 
ters.’ 

The Minister said that over the 
past two years there had been not 
only a ‘‘numerical escalation’ but a 
protraction of the duration of indus- 
trial action. 

He said that the true toundation 
for resolution of industrial conflict 
in this society was in counter- 
vailing balances of power and ma- 
ture and responsible behaviour from 
interest groups. 


f 


Government, Pandering 
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[Editorial ] 


[Excerpts] 


WHAT kind of game was 
acting Prime Minister 
Kamaluddin Mohammed 

laying when he expressed 
fis condolences over the 
Pointe-a-Pierre tragedy to 
George Weekes, President 
General of the Oilfield 
Workers Trade Union? 

It is painful for us to think 
that Mr. Mohammed would be. 
so naive as to use this occasion | 
to attempt to gain some politic- 
al advantage, to seek to in- 
gratiate his government with 
this leftist trade union and its 


are likely to lose their jobs. 


leader who are now largely re- 
sponsible for a turbulent de- 
cline in industrial relations in 
the country, creating another 
string of recalcitrant disputes 
in which hundreds of workers 


j 
BLUNDER 


It is somewhat frightening to 
think that inspite of the obvious 
ideological affinities of the OW- 
TU leadership, its fierce anti- 
free enterprise rhetoric, it ritu- 
al condemnation of the 
‘capitalist class,”it relentless 
confrontational style of bar- 


gaining, its affinity for disrup- 
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tive industrial disputes, its total 
bankruptcy in the light of the 
economic downturn and its 
commitment to creating unrest 
in the country that Mr.: 
Mohammed and his colleages 
in the Government are still 
blissfully ignorant of the real 
intentions and motives of this 
organisation. 

r. Mohammed may feel he 
has done something to appease 
George Weekes and the OWTU: 
by addressing his condolences 
to them. If so, then it is our view 
that he has committed not only 
a sad breach of etiquette but a 
gross political blunder. 
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Trintoc Wage Accord 


Port-of-Spain EXPRESS in English 29 Oct 85 p 48 





[Text ] 


FOUR thousand hour- 
ly and weekly-paid 
workers of  astate- 
owned Trinidad and 
Tobago Oil Company 
Ltd (Trintoc) will 
benefit from an inter- 


im wage agreement . 


reached with the Oil- 
fields Workers Trade 
Union which would 
increase the compa- 
ny’s wage bill by se- 
veral million dollars. 
The interim 
agreement covers the 


former Textrin workers . 


and those in the original 
Trintoc. The agreement 
covering both sets of 
workers had expired in 
1984. 


man said it would be 





A company spokes- 


difficult to quantify the 


increases in percentages 


because of the range of | 


classifications. He also 


said that the increase in | 
y’s total wage 


the co 
bill not yet been 
evaluated but it could 
run into millions of dol- 


Under the agreement, 
the increases range from 
$1.04 to $1.26 per hour 


, for the hourly rated and 


from $41.60 to $69.60 
per week for the weekly 
‘rated workers. The in- 
‘creases will be based on 
a consolidation of the 
cost of living allowances: 
As a result, a labourer 
who earned $10.41 per 
hour will now get $12.89; 
a first class crafteman 
whose wage was $14.08 


r hour will now earn 
16.81 and a foreman 
moves from a_ weekly 


wy of $600 to $714.80. 


company statement 


‘said “final agreement 
‘had been reached on all 


clauses, including bonus 
additions to wages and 
allowances, with the ex- 


ception of two matters 





relating to’ the regulation 
of contract work ‘ and 
continuous shift/day 
work arrangements.” _ 
The company said ne- 
gotiations are continuing 
with the union with res- 
pect to job classification 
and wage rates. “This is 
a complex exercise since 
it addresses the integra- 
tion of the classification 
of the former Textrin 
employees with Trintoc.~ 


Drop in Sugar: Union Rolls 
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[Text ] 


ALL Trinidad Sugar 
and General Workers 
Trade Union had been 
a victim of the eco- 
nomic downturn, los- 
ing over 7,000 
members over the 
past few years th- 
rough retrenchment 
and plant closures. 
General secretary Sam 
Maharaj told this to the 
48th annual conference 
of delegates of the union, 
held at the Rienzi Com- 
plex in Couva at the 


weekend. He said all 40 


companies in which the 


union represented work- 


ers had either retrenched 
workers or reduced the 


work week. 


Said Maharaj: “Em- 
ployees, including gov- 
ernment, have embarked 
on a strategy of officers 
offering uced work 
weeks of one to three 
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days. Wage freezes and 
in some cases’ wage cuts 
continue to adversely af- 
fect workers and their 
families.” Maharaj said 
that one employer unila- 
terally reduced the wages 
of his employees which 
were previously agreed 
5 and registered with 
Industrial Court. 
Turning to the quves- 
tion of Caroni Ltd, Ma- 
said it had hecome 

the “dumping ground for 
PNM millstones and 
misfits.” Said Maharaj: 
“Instead of trying to 


‘identify the real prob- 


lems in the company to 
try and find solutions to 
them, they set about 
looking for all kinds of 
excuses to cover up their 
own complete corruption 
and inefficiency. They 
end up putting the blame. 
on the workers.” 








Panday ‘Holy War' 


[Text ] 
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COUVA: 


MR BASDEO PANDAY, President General of All Trinidad 
Sugar and General Workers’ Trade Union, has spoken a “holy 


war” approaching the labour movement. 


Addressing his union’s .annual 


conference of delegates last: Satur-: 
day at the Rienzi Complex, Mr Pan-. 


day; who is also Opposition Leader, 
- Said: ‘‘Today, we of the All Trinidad 
and indeed, the entire labour move- 


ment, are approaching a situation’ 
that may be described as holy war. 


It is a period when defence of self is 
inextricably linked with defence of 


family, defence of friend and defence 


of country.”’ 

He told the conference: ‘You 
may defend the one without defend- 
ing the other. It is not a permanent 
state. But how long it lasts and the 
nature of its outcome will depend on 
how deeply we are committed to 
those ndble virtues of which every 
human being is capable."’ 

Not since the turn of the decade 
of the sixties had the working peo- 
ple of Trinidad and Tobago come 


under such excruciating pressures, ' 


he said. 


The pressures were more unbear- 
able because they followed a period 
of relative prosperity. 

Mr Panday said he was proud to 


know that he was a member of: 


Labour Congress team which initi- 
ated the idea of the Severance Bene- 
fits Bill. 

He said they argued -for months 
and finally succeeded in getting the 
employers to agree upon a draft 
Bill. 

“It was ‘through our insistence 
that the now famous Clause 24 was 
introduced into the Bill,’’ he added. 

When the Bill went to the House 
of Representatives, he again had 
the honour and privilege of taking 
part in the debate. 
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~The conterence unanimously 
adopted a resolution calling on the 
Minister of poitaay Social Security . 
and Co-operatives to withdraw the 
proposed amendments, reconvene 
Parliament and take steps to en- 
sure that the Bill is passed in the 
Senate in the same form in which it 
was adopted in the House of Repre- 
sentatives. 

- JOB OPPORTUNITIES 

i The resolution alleged that Gov- 
ernment had now capitulated to 
pressure from the business commu- 
rnity and was proposing amend- 
ments in the Senate to emasculate 
any benefits intended for works in 
the original Bill. 

The conference also unanimously 
passed resolution calling on Govern- 
ment to immediately instruct 
State-owned Caroni (1975) Limited, | 
to unconditionally withdraw its ap- 
peal against a Labour Court deci-. 
sion granting pay increase and back- 
pay to sugar workers. 

The union also wants govern- 
ment to take the necessary steps | 
to implement the award. 

Mr Sam Maharaj, Secretary of | 
the union, told the conference that 
employers including Government, 
had embarked on a strategy of offer- 
ing reduced work of three days and. 
sometimes even one day per week. 

Mr Maharaj claimed that a wage | 
freeze and in some cases, wage cuts, « 
continued to adversely affect ' 
workers. 

Mr Maharaj said that the most , 
serious problem facing not only the. 
workers, but the ‘entire country, 
was the lack of employment oppor- 
tunites. 
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TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 





CARONI'S PROBLEMS PROMPT COST-CUTTING MEASURES 


6-Point Program 


Port-of-Spain EXPRESS in English 24 Oct 85 p 48 | 


[Article by Harry Partap] 


[Text ] 


“MORE than 1,000 seasonal 


sugar workers will be affected 
as state-owned Caroni Ltd in- 


troduced stringent measures 


aimed at reducing costs in the 
company’s operations. 

Yesterday, company general 
men pe Russell Wotherspoon di- 
rec 


the problem is the drop in sugar 
sales nationally. The only way we 
can survive this period without 
closing down our operations is by 
seriously attempting to reduce 


costs. 
Said Wotherapoon, after outlin- 
ing the emergency measures: “On 


d all departments in the com- my instructions, the personnel 
pany 8 expansive operations to put r will be discussi 
to effect a six-point cost-cutt situation with the union and asso- 


programme that limits the use o 


_ gasolene in company vehicles, cuts 


out overtime, trims labour require- 
ments and curtails the use of 
telephones for non-company busi- 
ness. 
© Lint qunclone 
imit gasolene usage; 

@ Cease all overtime and wee- 

kend work; 


ciations. I am asking for the co- 
operation of every employee in 
ensuring that these and all the 
other measures designed to reduce 
our costs are successful. I can 
appreciate that some of you will 
‘face severe hardships. because of 
our cost-reduction attempts, but 
. this is the only way we can ensure 
the survival of the company th- 


@ Cease all job/task work after these 
hours or on weeneees. ‘ | am. ; onaeney . 
@ Reduce employment of seaso- Wotherspoon said that once the 
cece stati Tred, co 
wi ‘will. review its strategy and its: 
p R.. é hye ertriT 2 - aoe The company had esti- 
Wotherspoon said: “Caroni (1975) ome $171 yt Tut —¥ bs 


Ltd has now found itself, through 
circumstances beyond its control, 
in an extremely poor financial 


position. A major contribution to 
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eepentee of some $400 million. 
It is king about $229 million’ 
from the Government to help 
meet its 1986 operating expenses. 
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Personnel Cutbacks 


Port-of-Spain EXPRESS in English 25 Oct 85 pp 1, 64 


[Article by Harry Partap] 





[Text } 


STATE-OWNED Caroni 


Ltd has reportedly pro- 


posed the retrenchment. . 
of some 4,500 sugar. | 
workers in a three-year |. 


development plan_ sub- 
mitted to the Ministry of 
State Enterprises earlier 
this month. 

The company is about to start 
the retrenchment ball a-rolling in 
the sugar industry with the pend- 
ing lay-off of 56 workers in the 
company’s Brechin Castle Trans- 
port and Field ee De- 

ment. All Trinidad Sugar and 

a Workers —_ Union 
gene secretary Maharaj 
confirmed yesterday that the com- : 
pan nay bing. vy - a list of _ 
workers from department or 
retrenchment. He said, according 
to the industrial agreement, the. 
company would first have to meet | 
with the union to discuss the issue 


before any action was taken. 

Said Maharaj: “We are yet to) 
meet on this matter and until we 
meet to discuss it thoroughly the 
company cannot implement it. 
The company will have to wait 90 
days after providing us with cer- 
tain documents before it could 
retrench the workers.” 


The EXPRESS San Fernando. 


Desk learnt that the Transport 
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and Field Engineering Depart- 
ment would be the first to taste 
the retrenchment exercise with 
other workers earmarked for lay- 
off from the distillery, security, 
telephone operators and cultiva- 
tion. The sequence of the exercise 
was part of the development plan 
for 1986-88 ted by the Mi- 
nistry of State Enterprises. 
Yesterday, the company re- 
leased a statement saying it was in 
the process of reviewing and ana- 
lysing its r requirements 
at all levels of the company. The 
statement read: “Caroni (1975) 
Ltd is now analysing and review- 
ing its manpower irements in 
areas and at all leveis of the 
company. The review is a conse- 
quence of the company’s ceter- 
mination to improve its efficiency 
by rationalising its operations and 
its costs.” 


The statement said: “In keep- 
ing with the philosophy 
of improving the viabili- 


‘ty and efficiency of the 


company, and as part of 
its on-going effort to in- 
crease sugar production 


‘to 100,000 tonnes per 


year, the company in- 


‘tends to increase its use 


of mechanical planting 
and harvesting equip- 
ment. The company is. in 
the process of restructur- 
ing its management and 
has submitted a three- 
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year development plan 
for the period 1986-88 to 
the Ministry of State 
Enterprises.’ 

The statement said: 
“Caroni (1975) Ltd will 
be holding discussions 
with the unions and as- 
sociations representing 
its workers about the 
future direction of, and 
new imperatives for the 
company. The company 
has also been holding 


specific discussions with 


the All Trinidad Sugar 
and General Workers 
Trade Union on the 
manpower requirements 
in a number of areas of 
its operations, includin 

its Transport and Field 
Engineering Depart- 
ment....” 

The statement quoted 
the company’s personnel 
manager Rennie Mo- 
hammed as saying, “The 
national interest de- 
mands that the company 
reduce its dependence on 
the treasury as early as 
possible, and to become 
efficient and viable. It is 
a that part of 
this process demands 
that we reduce our la- 
bour force.” wing 








JPRS-LAM-85-101 
9 December 1985 


TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 





TOBAGO ASSEMBLY VOTES "NO CONFIDENCE’ IN POLICE 


Port-of-Spain EXPRESS in English 26 Oct 85 p 3 


| 


[Text ] ; 
— oe prey < Be ene and way of * of Tobagonians as his 
accepted a motion of no confi- tee his "a A ole ' Rae ow hag 
dence in the administration of the | _ “nine and a half out of every aa 
gh ye gp fA y  Pobagonians will say that Bobb must 
ee yy ae Malcolm Charles accused the police, since the 
= ty + ee ee arrival of Bobb, of political bias to the 
adel Hocho a hy age) ' extent that at least six DAC members 
a. oe y a te te tant of the Assembly were charged, includ- 
po wy —. ie eatin can te ing himself, for the most trivial of- 
a se on Malcolm Bobb ea the fences, and in the case of Dr J.D. 
object of the motion. po be 9 something which it is alleged 
“The trouble is Bobb,” coapees °" Charles seid that in his case, he 
Conte. ant See = + oon . received a traffic ticket for illegal park- 
to rdind rd ‘ > ke ; ing in 1983, when, with Minister of 
a rinidad w Mo hi _ 9 T te Works Hugh Francis, he officiated at 
un 4 ow. ove him from 10Da- the opening of the Claude Noel High- 
8, = eclared. i aes : way. Bobb, was not in charge at the 
Bobb's es aie bie y ~. i of the time. It was Senior Superintendent 
Tobago oolkee and harked back to a omens Ge, Geoneding te Chnttes, 
1979 murder trial in the San Fernando a - — 4 eee ae 
ae Ney! ag Reoagpeny Bn sng 4 ne a 
descri obb, then an inspector, as But in 1985, on Bobb’s instructions, 
ae be a member of the police noses b poapeme for the + ~ offence 
. , i rt. Fortunate- 
_ “A judge said so, not us,” declared | aitente a issed 
Charles. “The judge said, this police y, 9 om = 
aT, 7 ee CFs ob wan ti 
| dons Goa one Gan an De a politician” and had displayed a defi- 
con anata Chain “aad 1 dente nite political bias against members of 
kmow what they’re goin to do with Se erp nA yop bd — ws 
; oO : prosecu em. 
ag But we - t want him in Toba- Bobb had also put pressure on the 
ey re 18 spoiling our small commu- | eve ) Bh nm uy by meng Dive- 
Charles said that Bobb never took somal “har” Be ne = ote 
the time to understand the customs aoe ng ¢ Coenen for wae cuining 
/9317 
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TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


CLOSER TIES WITH SOUTH KOREA CITED AS TRADE MISSION VISITS 
Port-of-Spain EXPRESS in English 12 Nov 85 p 64 


[Text] The positioning of a South Korean ambassador-designate to Trinidad and 
Tobago by the end of 1985, the establishment of a joint commission in South 
Korea and easing visa restrictions are three of the steps being taken by the 
Trinidad and Tobago Government to encourage economic and diplomatic relations 
with South Korea. 


This assurance was given to a seven-member trade mission from the Republic of 
South Korea at the Trinidad Hilton yesterday morning by External Affairs 
Minister Errol Mahabir when he welcomed the team at a breakfast meeting. 


Mahabir further disclosed that the South Korean ambassador-designate was due 
to take up residence in Trinidad and Tobago by the end of this year. A junior 
officer is also due to arrive earlier than the ambassador-designate to make 
preparations, he said. 


Prime Minister George Chambers had indicated that diplomatic relations would 
be established with South Korea when he visited that country on a Far East 
tour in July. 


Mahabir told the Korean businessmen that he hoped they would make the effort 
to widen their knowledge of the country's business climate and gave the assur- 
ance that existing impediments to trade such as visas have been discussed 
between the two governments through the Ministry of External Affairs. 


He further gave the assurance that by the time the ambassador designate takes 
up residence here, there would be no problem in that regard. 
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TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


1986 BUDGET SLATED FOR DECEMBER; PROVISLONS DISCUSSED 
TIMA Suggestions 


Port-of-Spain EXPRESS in English 9 Nov 85 p 32 | 


[Text] THE Trinidad and Tobago Manu- 
facturers Association MA) in- Reid also noted that the 12 per cent 
tends to ask the Trinidad and stamp duty on packaging materials 
Tobago Government for incen- hindered the manufacturers’ efforts to 
tives to encourage the establish- export. 
ment of szero-based industries Indicating that teak fields were ma- 


‘(using purely local materials) Reid said the manufacture of 
when it submits ite proposals on ised furniture was one possibili- 
the 1986 Budget soon. ty of establishing a zero-based indus- 


Vice president of the TTMA Edsil try. He added that if this particular 
Reid told reporters at a news confer- _ industry was developed, there may 
ence held at the Trinidad Hilton yes-- be the possibility of under the 
te that these zero-based industries Caribbean Basin Initiative (CBI). 
not require the importation of He also noted that clays could be 
ee oe aiinad onan cnet patie we Se 
or foreign exchange. __ possibility export North 
The TTMA also intends to reiterate American market which 
its call for the removal of bureaucratic _ pottery from the Far East at present. 
a SS & Se 5 _- f --4. Lp ~ 
stamp duty imposed on mporta- establishment of ceram 
tion of raw materials in the 1985 a a 
Budget. “The TTMA sees this as a material. Reid also 
one-sided devaluation which increases _ the 
the cost of raw material with no export _ attention to 
benefit,” Reid said. the agriculture sector. 


Election Speculation 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 11 Nov 85 p 1 
[Article by Clevon Raphael] 


[Text] The 1986 Budget is expected to be presented to the nation next month-- 
the first time in at least three years that Prime Minister and Minister of 
Finance and Planning George Chambers would be doing so in December. 


Political analysts, however, scoff at the suggestion that the early budget 
signals general elections by June of 1986. 


Senior public officers in the Ministry of Finance are reportedly working 
"round-the-clock" preparing the document for presentation, according to an 
informed source, by the middle of December. 
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The source said: “Even though Mr Chambers is going to Jamaica and Miami this 
weekend, the budget is uppermost in his mind. 


"As soon as he returns from Miami the final touches to the budget would be 

put together and it should be presented well before Christmas. It is too early 
to say whether it would be a ‘Happy Christmas budget’ because of the financial 
state of the country. 


"Taxpayers should not expect any ‘handouts’ as the next budget would be one 
to restore confidence in the industrial sector as recent budgets have tended 
to put the brake on the flow of foreign exchange. 


"The results of that policy are beginning to pay off so the 1986 version will 
be to, as I say, restore confidence in the industrial sector.” 


Theorising on early general elections as a result of the December budget 
presentation, the source noted that the fruite of the prime minister's invest- 
ment and trade trip to the Far East and Europe would really begin to be seen 
early next year. 


He added: "A few joint ventures would be off the ground then and construction 
would be underway of the new methanol plant. 


"The prime minister of India, Mr Rajiv Gandhi, is expected here in February. 
Put this together with a confidence-boosting budget and the stage is set for 
an early election. 


Special Convention 


"And don't forget there is a special convention at the ruling People’s National 
Movement (PNM) carded for March. All this momentum cannot be allowed to slip 
away. 


“Of course this does not mean to say that Mr Chambers will not exercise all 
his options...” 


In this vein another political pundit said that Mr Chambers had sometime ago 
poured cold water on a general election before it was constitutionally due. 


Mr Chambers, he added, emphasized that the electorate had given hie a fire 
five-year mandate and that he would go the full tera. 


The source added: "Mr Chambers won the 1981 polle with the highest number of 
seats ever won by the PNM and he interpreted that as 4 sign of great confi- 
dence in his leadership ability. 


“Unless there is some dramatic change, Mr Chambers will stick to his echedule. 
And as a matter of fact the only people worried about the election date is 
the Opposition.” 


The prime minister, he added, also had an approved itinerary which included 
prominent persons visiting Trinidad and Tobago up to June next year. 
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TRINLDAD AND TOBAGO 


GUARDLAN ATTACKS DONALDSON, OTHERS OVER NEW LAW 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 8 Nov 85 p 8 


[Editorial: "What Compromise?"} 






[Text] — 
Sey ay tye eer Lee neanen Comenea 
on Senate. Comprom- 
available to and toe welt 
“in these harsh And during the long and in- 
times.” The options? . tense controversy attending the 
to the Minister of passage of this Hill, did ever 
only two: col- occur to Mr. Donaldson to talk 
compromive to to labour about the necessity 
interest. © compromise? No! But now 
he Re- that the Bill is passed and his 
nd Severance ; has created condi 
hbrowugh Partia- tlons lor greater retrenchment. - 
 Denaldeon verges on + Donaldson suddenly be. ' 
. He and bis . comes Re pvent patriarchal | 
a Bill ev ton i 
have the im , 
forcing furth- Let ws pause to take him in. 


7 
HE 
‘ 
! 
; 


ie 
i 

it 

i 


yand to the Re- 
r a — trenchme a Severance 
ie was tp spirit Benefits he said: ‘ 
of colteboration comprom. The real options available in 
when private vector organ- certain circumstances are 
were carnestly warn sometimes hidden to parties en- 
about the dangers in the Bill gaged in industry, perhaps be-' 
and calling on Government. the couse of their legitimate con- 
‘Opposition and labour repre. cern with their respective self 
(sentatives for some softening ‘ 
amendments? “In to enhance their 
% be own interests, they not only « 
> ew LEGITIMATE :, overlook the interests of others 
pr om but, in fact, create situations 
‘ Mr. Denaldeon think ab- detrimental to their own inter- 
put them? If he did ' ests as weil. 
<= at there was some atiempt to. _, “tn the final analysis, there- 
exempt companies with pen- fore, all parties and no 
tion echemmes from the adverse one gains. 
effects of clause MM —~ then it | tt is difficult to think of Mr. 
moment of we as the. servations could apply perhaps 
Geverament eventually ramm fittingly to his own govern- 
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' economy, We would tavite him to 


reread these remarks witha simple 
amendment: instead of “parties 
engaged in industry” he should sub 
stitute “the government,” 


Self-illumination, like confession, | 


is good for the soul and can work 
wonders. Mr. Donaldson should try 


it. 

With his party on an active elec: 
tioncering footing, we are sure that 
the Minister of Labour needs no one 
to inform him about Government's 
self-interest in this matter, 

It pleases him now to preach 
compromise, but what compromise 
can now expdéct between man- 
agement and r, having im- 
press on the country a ce of 

islation from which al rties 
will suffer and no one will gain? 
What compromise can companies 
offer when banks are beginning to 
revise their criteria for giving loans 


to businesses as there is vital need | 


' to be stricter and more cautious in 


‘lending the funds of their de-. 
_ positors? 


With the coming into law of this 
Bill, banks will have no choice but 
to add the severance pay commit- 
ments of companies to their 


liabilities and adjust their cred- 


itworthiness to sult. 


3298/151 


STATESMANLIKE 


The plight in which some com- 
panies wi aap by them: 
selves is easy to see. Their crucial 
loan and overdraft facilities will 
dry up. And, in the battle for surviv- 
al, they would have little choice but 
to reduce their liabilities by shed- 
ding staff, retrenching those very 
workers the Severance Bill was de- 
signed to protect. 

the Minister of Labour seek 

to determine from bankers what 
"proportion of companies in the 
country were in such a position, 
unable to operate on a day-to-day | 
basis on sales income alone and 
needing loans to continue trading? | 

Did the seperemnees not ap: 

clate how contrary the Hill was 
0 its own efforts in seeking to invite. 
more foreign investment in the 
country? ’ 

The time for compromise and col- 
a \ouett Ra ay there was 
st and just opposition to 
the nit At that time it would have 
been statesmantike for the Govern- 

; ment to conduct a serious study of 
the poorer onsets of the Till and, 
on that modily or even with- 
draw it. 

It would seem that in Mr. Donald. 
son's books compromise is some- 
thing for somebody else, not the 

Government. What a pity. 
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TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


GOVERNMENT, MINISTER OF SECURITY HIT FOR UNDERMINING COAST GUARD 


Port-of-Spain SUNDAY GUARDIAN in English 3 Nov 85 p 3 


[Text] 


ILLEGAL drugs smuggled in by 
sea in a variety of boats are more 


easily reaching thousands of addicts 
and potential addicts particularly | 


What makes matters worse is’ 
that there is an almost impercept- } 
ible but only too real trend to hire 
recruits for the Coast Guard who 


among our youth, because of serious are not really keen sailors at heart. 
breakdown in the patrol services of | These are the sorts of individuals 
"anny ofthe dope runners operate realy care fois careot nthe Cont 
rea care tor a career in the 
surreptitiously, preferring the ° Guard. and. are not enthusiastic 
cover of darkness and the use of sailors because, in the final analysis, 
isolated beaches and coves. But ‘the principal purpose in a Coast 


there are growing numbers whose 
mind-destroying cargoes are trans- 
ed and transferred with brazen 
mpudence, using all fashion of 
craft. They feel they no longer have 
to hide, ause there's no one 
watching, anyhow. 
It is no secret that the once illus- 
trious Coast Guard is now impres- 
sive only in appearance. Pass by 


Staubles any cay. and one can see . 
n 


the many awe. . military- 


ty 
looking vessels in stern grey, prows . 


high, guns in quiet readiness. But 
that is as far as things go. 


The tra is that out of . } 
ry,ts unde "oo 


imately r the com. 
mand of the Coast Guard, only three 
are serviceable, and only barely so. 
This amounts ta a 7S per cent non- 
functioning fleet, a most disturbin 

situation. It is understood that o 
the two large, Swedish-built units 
only one has the full use of both of 
its engines 


NOT REPLACED 


used to be four, medium 
, fast patrol boats. Two were 
sold earlier this year as scrap, hav- 


Guard is to have effective boats 
skilfully and enthusiastically mann- 
ed out there, patrolling the waters. 
What the Coast Guard has become a 
series of moored vessels and a mem- 
bership of land-lubbers, some at 
Staubles, some at Chacachacare. 
That this situation could have 
been allowed to develop especially in 
the light of the drug traffic, not to 
forget the trade in contraband, is a 
scandalous situation and this col- 
umn makes no hesitation in blaming 
Minister Overand Padmore, who is 
sup ly in charge of National Se- 
curity, for this breakdown and, 
mess. It is impossible to believe 
that all of this could be going on and 
Padmore knows nothing about it.. 


It strikes at the basis of sincerity 
and dedication to the public good to 
have a Coast Guard that cannot 


uard our coasts. And it is hypocrisy 
of the most arrant and Lamerel 


sort for a Government to claim to 
be interested in stamping out the — 
drug traffic at sea, yet permits a 
once proud outfit to dissolve into 
virtual ineffectiveness against that ' 


—_ 


ing reached the end of their workin very crea traffic 

lives. These were the “Trinity” In the first place, why have these 
the “Courland Bay". They have not expensive boats been allowed to de- 
been . There are also four in- teriorate in this manner through 


replaced 
shore fast launches plus two utility 
vessels, a tug and a fast transport 
On the books, an im ve list but 
in actuality a virtual floating 
museum , 
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lack of maintenance’? (Mainte- 
nance, of course, is not a strong 
PNM point). We are all aware that 
there are no dry dock facilities in 
Trinidad now that the Swan Hunter 
Dockyard is no longer operating. 





ABSOLUTE SHOVE 


But why is it necessary, when push 
comes to absolute shove, to send 
the Coast Guard vessels several 
hundred miles west to Curacao, 
when the same can be done cheaper 
just across the Gulf in Venezuela? 

Is it true that some of the parts 
for our motionless navy are relative- 
ly inexpensive but yet have not been 
purchased? What comment does 
the Minister have on the charge 
that more than $100,000 in electrical 
equipment had to be discarded after 
being purchased because it was 
geared to 220 volt current, whereas 
in Trinidad and Tobago the distribu- 


tion voltage is 110? Who authorised 
that purchase? Is this the sort of 
management morass into which our 
Coast Guard has descended? 

The problem at Staubles is a curi- 
ous one. Investigations reveal that 
whereas 20 per cent of the headache 
is caused by'a lack of governmental 
funds, as much as 80 per cent of the 
failures rest with management and 
_ administration. Doesn't Padmore 
' have regular meetings with the top 
people of the Coast Guard to be 
apprised on all that is going on? 
Surely as a manager, his main job is 
to make sure the people for whom he 
is responsible do their jobs. It would 
seem Padmore is failing in his duty 
and the public deserves to know 
why, particularly in the light of the 
gravity of the consequences. 

Experts in the field declare that 
in the majority of prestige schools, 
a high percentage of our children are 
into drugs. 


The figure isn't much lower in the: 


other schools. And since much of the 
drug supplies are eer: in, is the 
Minister of National Security satis- 
fied to twiddle his thumbs and allow 


our Coast Guard to go into a state . 


of coma when it is needed most? 
, Isn't he also aware that the longer 
the boats remain tied up -doing 
nothing, the more expensive it be- 
comes to render them sea-worthy ? 
For want of a simple part, expen- 
sive investments are left idle in 
these very fecund waters of ours, 
where hulls become overgrown and 
attacked, and internal parts be- 


- Even the mighty Unite 


come rusted and jammed so that ' 
the 20 pet cent financial problem 
caused by reduced Government ' 


' funding can go up to double that 


figure each year as a result of no 
maintenance. : . 
Padmore and his cadres will no 


doubt argue that even with the 


best equipped coast guard in the 
world, it is impossible to prevent all 
smuggling and all illegal Oe gk ore 

States 
sees ‘‘illegals’’ crossing its borders 
daily, and its battle with the drug 
and gun runners and the contraban- 


. distas is legendary. 


The Trinidad and Tobago Coast 
Guard would be no more blessed in 
this regard, however abundant and 
efficient its fleet. But at the saine 
time, to abdicate performance for 
whatever reason is to concede un- 
trammelled victory to the adver- 


_ saries of civilised living. 


Apart from intercepting law- 
breakers, the Coast Guard by its 
presence is meant to deter, to pre- 
vent crimes before they are com- 


. mitted. In this regard they are a lot 
' like yesteryear's policeman on the 


beat, whose measured, resonant 
footsteps inspired and deterred, and 
who gave comfort as he passed by 
making sure premises were secured 


' and locks properly affixed. 


SKULDUGGERY 


So, too, the Coast Guard by its 
very presence discourages skuldug 
gery. The thought that a sleek grey 
orm could suddenly appear, to res- 


‘cue or to intercept, its eager, 


trained crew alert for duty, and 
heavy armaments standing omin- 
ously, add up to the pride and pro- 
tection this nation wants and de- 


' mands. To have such a body that is 


so highly regarded, a handful of 
whose individuals stood between 
freedom and autocracy in 1970, fall 
to such ineptitude is depressing, to 
say the least. 

When in 1970 civil events travelled 
faster and far differently than they 
were expected, the Minister involv- 
ed was relieved of his duty. Perhaps 
the time has come for history to 
repeat itself. 
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TRINIDAD AND TOBACO 


TRADE UNION RESOLUTIONS FROM 23 OCTOBER RALLY 
Port-of-Spain EXPRESS in English 6 Nov 85 p 46 


[Text ] Concerned Trade Unions 
October 23rd 
Day of Sacrifice Unity and Solidarity 
Resolutions 


The following resolutions were unanimously passed by the thousands gathered at 
Woodford Square on Wednesday 23rd October 1985. The group of Concerned Trade 
Unions thanks all those workers, farmers, unemployed, housewives, youth and 
students who made a sacrifice on October 23rd and demonstrated their concern 
about the crisis gripping our country. 


Joint Trade Union Rally Resolution 
Severance Pay Bill and Retrenchment. 


WHEREAS 


The Government of Trinidad and Tobago has expressed concern with the mass re- 
trenchment now being carried out against workers. 


AND WHERAS 


This mass retrenchment has led to vagrancy, prostitution; drug addition and 
many other social evils 


AND WHEREAS 


The Government and opposition did support and pass the Severance Pay & Re- 
trenchment. Bill in the House of Representatives 


AND WHERAS 


The Government, under pressure from big business has capitulated and is now 
seeking to introduce amendments that. will emasculate and water down the Bill 


BE IT RESOLVED 
That this mass gathering of workers and Trade Unions call on the Government. to 


condemn Retrenchment and impose a Moratorium on Retrenchment until the passage 
of the Retrenchment and Severance Pay Bill 
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Resolution on South Africa 
WHEREAS 


The Trinidad and Tobago government has endorsed the United Nation's resolu- 
tion call for an end to apartheid policy in South Africa immediately 


WHEREAS 


Black South African workers, who are struggling for freedom and justice are 
being daily murdered by the racist Botha regime in South Africa 


BE IT RESOLVED 


That this historic gathering of workers and trade unions call on the Trinidad 
and Tobago government to deny entry to any artist and/or sports personality, 
who habe toured and played in South Africa 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED 


That. this gathering calls on the Trinidad and Tobago Covernment to condemn 
the Government of England and the United States for refusing to support the 
United Nations resolution calling for Economic sanctions against South Africa 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED 


That we condemn the racist and fascist government. of South Africa and support 
the valiant struggles being carried out by the workers and the liberation 
forces. 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED 

That this gathering calls on the Trinidad and Tobago government. to expose all 
the Companies that have trading links and/or relations with South Africa and 
to force them to sever all such relationships, or failing which, they should 
be expelled from Trinidad and Tobago. 

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED 


That this group of workers decides to boycott any cricket match where a 
player who also toured South Africa is playing. 

Resolution on Trade Union Unity 

WHEREAS 


All workers are daily facing retrenchment, wage freeze, and reduction and take 
back of benefits 
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AND WHEREAS 


All companies, employers and business interest are united in their effort 
to pauperise the workers 


AND WHEREAS 


A divided labour movement has provided the conditions for the continued ex- 
ploitation and pauperisation of workers 


BE IT RESOLVED 


That this mass gathering of workers hail the efforts of all the concerned 
Trade Unions that has resulted in this mass rally 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED 


That this mass gathering calls on the Trade Union Movement. to organise a Joint 
National COSSABO within one (1) month to further unite the workers and their 
unions, which COSSABO would collectively work out. appropriate steps and initi- 
ate decisive action to defend the interests of workers, their families and the 
country. 


Resolution 

Industrial Relations 

WHEREAS 

The government of Trinidad and Tobago established the Industrial Court through 
the Industrial Rleations Act for the purpose of the speedy resolution of trade 
disputes. 

AND WHEREAS 

The Government through the Ministry of Labour has settled the Lever Bros. 
dispute with a 24% which it, other private sectors employers and the media 
considered to be fair, just and reasonable 

AND WHEREAS 

Caroni Ltd. on the advise of the government has appealed the judgement of the 
Industrial Court in respect of the wages and C.0.L.A. award for the period 
1982-1985 

BE IT RESOLVED 


That this mass gathering call on the government to instruct Caroni 1975 Ltd 
to withdraw the appeal against the Industrial Court.'s Judgement. 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED 


That this mass gathering calls on the government to set. an example by offer- 
ing as a minimum to all state enterprises, stated owned or controlled 
Companies, the public service and statutory bodies rates and conditions 
comparable with that of Lever Bros, which the Ministry of Labour itself 
proposed in 1984 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED 


That we call on the Ministry of Labour to call in all the recalcitrant en- 
ployers to settle the various ongoing disputes that now exist 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED 


That we condemn all those employers who are attacking the trade unions and 
workers by injunctions, etc. 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED 


That this mass gathering call on all workers and Trade Unions to organise 
and implement a one (1) day strike as previously announced and decided upon 
in other fora to defend workers job security, standard of living and their 
very lives and to prevent the attempts to destroy the Trade Union Movement, 
and in order to save the country from further social destruction by self- 
seeking employers. 
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JPRS-LAM-85-10] 
9 December 1985 


TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


DONALDSON CALLS FOR LABOR-MANAGEMENT COOPERATION 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 7 Nov 85 p 18 


{Article by Jerry Johnson] | 


| 


' 


(Text } ar Tae. ae 
, Mr. - Donaldson| dustry, maybe be-| 4"y imagination, Mr. 
raised management | cause of legitimate | Donaldson said, to vi- 
IN AN obvious re-; for its courageous de- | concern for their re-| Sualise the disas-trous 


ference to the polari- 
sation created by the 
Retrenchment and 
Severance Benefits 
ill, the Minister of 
bour, Co-operative 
and Social Security, 
Mr. John Donaldson, 
said yesterday that 
only real options 
available to labour 
and management, in 
these harsh economic 
times, were collabora- 
tion and compromise 
to protect each 
other's interests. 
‘To do otherwise 


might be to court. 


calamity in the final 
analysis,"’ he declared. 
The inister was 
delivering the feature 
address at the com- 
missionin of 
Electri-cal Industries 
Limited (EIL) new 
copper wire drawing 
plant, and_ its 


cision to extend its 
facilities, at a time 
when other employers 
were scaling down 
their operations or 
thinking of doing so. 

Still he asked EIL’s 
management to _ con- 
sider briefly two 
facets which were of 
concern to him and 
which he believed to 
be of fundamental im- 
ey in determin- 
ng the degree of the 
company's success. 

‘‘T refer to the 
health and safety of 
your employees and to 
the industrial rela- 
tions that you estab- 
lish and maintain 
with your employees,” 
he said 


said. 
Referring to the Re- 
trenchment and 
Severance Benefits 
Bill, the Minister said 
the real opticns avail- 


spective self inter- 
ests. 

In seeking to furth- 
er their own inter- 
esis, they not only 
overlook the interests 
of others, but actual- 
ly created situations 
etrimental to their 
interests as well. 

“In the final analy- 
sis, therefore, all par- 
ties suffer and no one 
gains," Mr. Donaldson 
said. ‘‘In your indus- 
trial relationships, I 
therefore exhort (you 
to search for and find 
mechanisms which 
satisfy, or at least 
parthy satisfy, the 
various interest 


Broups: 

‘This will mean 
compromises of one 
sort or another. it is 
the only way of ensur- 
ing success both in 
terms of profitability 





results that followed 
the breakdown in_ in- 
dustrial relations and 
the neglect of health 
and safety in the, 
workplace. 
“When industrial re- 
lations collapse and 
work stops, pro-duc- 
tivity declines . When 
health and safety is 
neglected, employees 
become ill or are in- 
jured. They are absent 


from work and cannot 


‘produce."’ 


Of course, he ar-, 
gued, everyone did not 
as a rule fall sick or 
were injured simulta- 
neously. So the detri- 
mental effect on 
pro-ductivity tended 
to be less traumatic, : 
and might pass un- 


noticed. 

“But a little reflec- 
tion will serve to con- 
firm the truth of the 


ultra-modern,]| able in certain cir-| of your enterprise and statement that every 
semi-automatic paint} cumstances were|job security for, accident or illness 
system at its Tumpu-| sometimes hidden to} workers.” cost money,” he said. 


na Road, Arima piant. 
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parties engaged in in- 





It required hardly 
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These costs, Mr.: 
Donaldson said, were 


.. often passed on to the | 


consumer, thus reduc- | 
ing both the com- } 
petitiveness and the 
Premera? of the |; 
usiness, at the same . 
time helping to in-. 
flate the cost of, 
living. | 








FISHERMEN REMAIN WARY OF, CONTACT WITH VENEZUELANS 


JPRS-LAM+85-101 
9 December 1985 


TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 2 Nov 85 p 6 


[Text ] 


CEDROS: 

FISHERMEN in seven 
boats from Icacos and Ced- 
ros raced back to shore on 
Thursday morning when they 
spotted a Venezuelan patrol 
boat in the Soldado area o 
the Gulf of Paria. 


‘We did not want.to be attacked 
and arrested,’ safd ‘a spokesman. 
The Trinidad fishetmen. are continu- 
ing to ask the aged-old question — 
who owns Soldado Rock?’ Is that 
rock in Venezuelan territorial wa- 
ters or in Trinidad waters? 

No one seems to know the answer 
and this is worrying the fishermen. 

“Being chased by Venezuelans is 
now becoming a way of life’ said a 
boat owner in th, trade for, more 
than 30 ce. ee, oe 

' The fishermen said the only pro- 
‘tection to be given to them would 
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be through a fishing agreement still 
to be agreed upon by the Govern- 
ments of Venezuela and Trinidad 
and Tobago. 
The fishermen are renewing their 
call to Government to expedite the 
negotiations. Lye are afraid to go 
heyond Soldado which is almost mid- 
way: between Venezuela and 
Trinidad. 


STE. MARIE COMPLEX 


Fishermen are calling on Minis- 
ter of Agriculture, Lands and Food 
Production, Mr. Kamaluddin. 
Mohammed, to look urgently into 
the establishment of the proposed 
fishing complex for Ste. Marie Vil- 
lage, Cedros area. 

A spokesman said Government 
built a complex at Icacos, one at 
Erin and another at Orange Valley. 

He recalled that years ago it was 
agreed, in conjunction with the Ced- | 
ros Fishing Co-operative, to estab-: 
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' ‘ ! 
lish the largest fishing complex in , 
the country at Ste. Marie. . ' 

The fishermen are now calling on , 
the Minister to look into the mat- 
ter on their behalf. 


“Cedros is the fish basket of the 
country, said the spokesman, and 
Government should give this dis- 


trict some more consideration. 





9 becelbes 1985 


TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


NEW CANADIAN ENVOY COMMENTS ON MUTUAL RELATIONS 
Port-of-Spain EXPRESS in English 6 Nov 85 pp 43, 45 
{Article by Angela Martin] 


{Text } 
New High Commissioner J. Calbert Best 


HE IS first and foremost a man of very high 
principles, secondly a husband and father and 
third] a diplomat. 

He has been welcomed to these shores by the 

ple of Trinidad and Tobago with open arms 
int © same manner as his predecessor. 

But J. Calbert Best the new Canadian High 
Commissioner to bbe and T © identi- 
fies with the oy ph SR of this country in a man- 
ner different to his predecessors, he is the first 
black Canadian High Commissioner with Car- 
ribbean connections to honour us with his: 
presence. 

He arrived here on’ 

October 17, and will hold , 
his post for three years | 
with f mnt business | 
visits back to his home- | 
land. His role as High | 
Commissicner will 
“to make the Govern- . 
ment of Trinidad and 
Tobago aware of the po- 
licies and procedures of 
the Canadian Govern- 
ment in areas of mutual 
interest especially one. 
_the lines of trade.” = - 
But, his intention as 
he amilingly revealed at 
his South Quay office, 
Port of Spain, is not 
only to carry out official | 
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duties but to get in- 
volved in the culture and 
traditions of the people. 
Mrs Best parents are 
Vincentians. 

Best is the son of a 
Barbadian father and 
Canadian mother. 

2. 1949 he = 
spent major part o 
his adult life in public 
service. This is first ap- 
pointment as High Com- 
missioner. H last 
— ment before his 

here was as As- 
came Deputy Minister 
of Immigration in Cana- 
da. He attended Dalhou- 
sie University of Halifax 


relationship between this 
country and Canada as 
far as immigration was 
concerned he said: “Tri- 


nidadians are not a al 
lem for our 
authorities. Our — 


visitors from this coun- 
try are students who at- 
tend our universities. 
They have never been'a 


pectin but an asset.” 
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TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


BRIEFS 


WAGE TALKS BREAKDOWN--Al1l Trinidad Sugar and General Workers Trade Union 
(ATSGWIU) yesterday broke off discussions on the 1983-85 industrial agreement 
with state-owned Caroni Ltd after the union was informed that the withdrawal 
of the appeal against the wage increase awarded by the Industrial Court did 
not form the basis of any of the discussions held with the union so far. 
ATSGWTU general secretary Sam Maharaj said that the company's personnel manager 
Rennie Mohammed had informed the union that "the withdrawal of the appeal had 
never formed the basis of any of the discussions on matters discussed and is 
therefore not a condition for withdrawal of the appeal." Said Maharaj: "The 
union is saying that this is the worst type of dishonesty any company could 
unleash on its workers, and management is therefore guilty of contempt, not 
only to the union but to the Labour Congress." Contacted yesterday, company 
public relations manager Tony Deyal declined to comment on the matter. He 
insisted that this matter was now subject to conciliation. [Text] [Port-of- 
Spain EXPRESS in English 9 Nov 85 p 32] /9365 


GOVERNMENT BOND ISSUE--The Government of Trinidad and Tobago will be making an 
issue of National Development Bonds on November 15, the proceeds of which will 
be used as part of the financing of development projects undertaken by the 
government in 1985. A news release from the Central Bank said yesterday that 
the bonds will provide an avenue for investment tor the short, medium, and 
long-term investor, whether company or individual. [Excerpt] [Port-of-Spain 
EXPRESS in English 9 Nov 85 p 32] /9365 


COMMERCIAL BANK LOSS--Port-of-Spain, Nov 4--The majority state-owned National 
Commercial Bank (NCB) and its subsidiaries recorded a near 50 percent decline 
in net after-tax profit between 1984 and 1985. The company's consolidated 
income and expenditure account just released here indicated that the bank made 
a 3.7 million dollar (one TT dollar, 41 U.S. cents) after-tax profit for the 
year ended June 30, 1985 in comparison with a 6.4 million dollar post-tax 
profit for the previous year. Customers’ deposits and current accounts 
increased from 1,515.6 million dollars to 1,365.5 million in 1984. Liabilities 
due to other banks and financial institutions went from 10.5 million dollars 
to 32.1 million dollars. The NCB had a 3.3 million dollar provision for taxa- 
tion and unemployment levy, in comparison with a 2.9 million dollar provision 
the year before. Dividend proposed is 3.1 million dollars for the year in 
comparison with 3.7 million for the previous year. Earnings per one dollar 

of ordinary stock for the year ending June 30, 1985 totaled 12 cents; for 

the previous financial year, the earnings were 21 cents. [Text] [Bridgetown 
CANA in English 2337 GMT 4 Nov 85 FL] /9365 
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VENEZUELA 


POLITICAL SECTORS SUPPORT BETANCUR ON M=-19 ATTACK 
PAO91925 Madrid EFE in Spanish 1249 GMT 9 Nov 85 


[Text] Caracas, 8 Nov (EFE)--All Venezuelan political sectors have expressed 
support for Colombian President Belisario Betancur's attitude during the 
crisis as a result of the seizure of the Palace of Justice by the M-19 [19 
April Movement) guerrillas. 


Venezuelan President Jaime Lusinchi told the press that he spoke several times 
with his Colombian counterpart to follow the course of the events as if they 
were his own. 


On his part, Virgilio Lovera, former Venezuelan ambassador to Colombia, who 
was kidnapped with 15 other diplomats by the M-19 during the occupation of the 
Dominican Embassy in March 1980, also condemned the guerrilla action. 


He said that the events in the Supreme Court of Justice in the neighboring 
country constitute a new outbreak of violence that is the result of the 
political and social instability that affects the nations of the continent. 


He indicated that it is somewhat naive to believe that a legitimate government 
can come to an agreement as equals with an armed group. 


The Belisario Betancur government emerged from the ballot boxes and from the 
popular will and it cannot be forced to reach an agreement with ao guerrilla 
group, he indicated. 


The Venezuelan left has also expressed solidarity with the Colombian 
Government's attitude and rejected the terrorist methods. 
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OPPOSITION VIEWS COUNTRY’S ADMISSION TO UN SROURTTY COUNCIL 
Caracas El. DIARIO DE CARACAS in Spanish 13 Oct 85 p 18 


{Text} The foreign policy of President Jaime Lasinchi's 
administration has scored some points. Godofredo Gonealer 
from COPE! and Laie Bayardo Sardi from MAS [Mowement Toward 
Socialien) said thet they were pleased by Veneewela’s 
meabership in the important world body. 


Venervela’s senbership in the UN Security Cowncil besically means an 


artes may he place Venesvelan foreign policy in « position of responsibility 
vis-a-vis Latin America’s collective aspirations. 


In hie recent address at the UN, President Jaime Lesinchi clearly set forth 
the country’s prominent role in def the dangerous incidents that take 
place every day in the region. The Group, the peace initiatives for 
the storey Central American region and the support for democracy is certain 
region of the continent are some of the pointe in Veneeuela’s favor, 


The Dominican Republic and Guatemala waived their options for 4 seat on the 
ow Council to leave the roed clear for Venesuela, which hee sot yet been 
officially nominated. The action of the two governments is enderstandable in 
light of recent developeests. There ie clear-cut political and ideological 
common ground between Jaime Lesinchi and Salwedor Jorge Blanco from the 
Dominican Republic. Aleo, while he wae in New York to attend the 4th UW 
General Assembly session, the Venesvelan chief executive was told that 
Guatemalan President Jose Mejia Victores wes interested in hie paying on 
official visit to Guatemale. The feeling is thet Lesiachi’s presence at the 
world forum is undoubtedly still having positive repercessions. 


On the home front, there is real eupport for Venesela’s political 
eccomplishment of gaining @ seat on the Security Cowncil. Opposition sectors 
are voicing their approval with the expected reserve. 


Gedofredo Gonzales, the ey of COPEI, edmitted that “we heave to be 
syepethetic to this development because it ie @ right thet belongs to a)! 
Latin American nations, end we Venesuelans should be prow’ to be part of suck 
an important international body.” A little sore to the Left, leis Seyerdo 
Serdi, on internationsliet with the Nowement Towards Socialian, felt that 








President Lusinchi’s address at the UN was "a fine exposition of the policies 
that oweht to be pursued on the continent's problems.” He said, however, that 
Venezuela ought to play an even more prominent role in this sphere and that 
ite seat on the Security Council should correct this shortcoming. 


As we can see from the views of other sectors, the Lusinchi administration has 
managed to score pointe back home. The only question now is who will occupy 
the post. Official sources indicated that it might be Enrique Sucre 
rigarelia, our current UN asbassador. 
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VENEZUELA TO PLAY ‘MODERATE’ ROLE IN UN SECURITY COUNCIL 
PA1L90346 Caracas Television Service in Spanish 0000 GMT 18 Oct 85 


[Excerpts] Today, Venezuela was elected by an overwhelming majority as 4 men- 
ber of the UN Security Council, UNSC, for a 2-year period. The UN General 
Assembly, UNGA, counted the votes--131 for Venezuela, while Bolivia, Cuba, 
Mexico, and the Dominican Republic received | vote each. Veneruela will 
replace Peru as permanent member of the UN Security Council. In thie respect, 
our international commentator Walter Martinez has stressed the importance of 
this election for our country. 


[Begin recording] [Martinez] In addition to the overwhelming number of votes-- 
131 against 1 for each one of the other candidates<-this is the third time that 
Venezuela has been elected member of the UN Security Council, 4 position it 
will assume on 1 January. It had previously occupied this post in the 60's 
and 70's. It is also of great significance that in this institution--second 
in importance to the UNGA--Venezuela will share representation of the countries 
in the area with Trinidad and Tobago. What is most important is that it is 
within this institution that all the current issues and crises are discussed. 
For example, let's have a look at today's agenda: Honduras has requested an 
emergency meeting of the UN Security Council to review the problems we 
reported on yesterday, regarding the special shipment of the so-called humani- 
tarian aid that arrived in Tegucigalpa in an old DC-6 plane to be transferred 
to the so-called contras. Since a complete NBC equipment crew arrived 
together with this shipment, which evidenced that Honduras was being used as 

a corridor for the so-called contras, Honduras confiscated the cargo immedi- 
ately and requested an emergency meeting of the Security Council to discuss 
the case, which jeopardized Honduras’ role in the region, particularly before 
the Contadora Group. So you see how all the problems, in the Mideast, South 
Africa, or any crisis are discussed at the UN Security Council. It is within 
the UN Security Council that Venezuela will play the fundamental role as a 
moderator that has characterized our foreign policy. Wow, let us review how 
this institution operates. [passage omitted) 


Naturally, our foreign minister gave us his views regarding this election 
during an interview with Martin Pacheco. 


(Foreign Minister Consalvi] This is a privilege and serious responsibility 


which we will assume conscientiously, always trying to be a moderate force, «a 
moderating factor within the UNSC. 
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[Pacheco] It is precisely at the UNSC that the biggest politics. prokt>~a 
are discussed... 


[Consalvi interrupting) The great problems and the most serious conflicts 
that unfortunately divide the countries and create situations of great ten- 
sion. Therefore, I believe that a country such as Venezuela, with a foreign 
policy of cooperation, tolerance, and moderation, as I said, will benefit the 
UN Security Council. [end recording] 


Undoubtedly, Venezuela's participation in the UNSC will bring us up front in 
the international news, and will provide an opportunity to highlight the prin- 
ciples of our foreign policy. 
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VENEZUELA 


EDUARDO FERNANDEZ ON PEREZ' CANDIDACY, LATIN AMERICAN DEMOCRACY 
Caracas EL DIARIO DE CARACAS in Spanish 19 Oct 85 p 14 


{Interview with the secretary general of COPEI, Eduardo Fernandez, by Alberto 
Garrido in Buenos Aires; date not specified] 


[Text] "The overwhelming majority of Venezuelans would be 
prepared to form a front to prevent the setback that former 
President Perez nonsensically wants to cause in domestic 
politics. So if we're talking about a front, I am 
convinced that a front for a new democracy will be much 
more powerful and will fully represent the values of the 
new Venezuela." 


Eduardo Fernandez made these exclusive comments to EL 
DIARIO DE CARACAS in Buenos Aires, the latest stop on a 
tour that took him first to Chile to attend ceremonies 
commemorating the 50th anniversary of Christian Democracy 
there. In Argentina he has spoken with President Raul 
Alfonsin and Foreign Minister Dante Caputo. 


The COPEI secretary general was responding to a_ question 
from EL DIARIO DE CARACAS about how COPEI would react if 
Carlos Andres Perez were to win the AD nomination and begin 
forming an electoral front for the 1988 election. 


[Eduardo Fernandez] In any event, AD has not yet given the final word as to 
who will represent it at the next election, and for ethical reasons we do not 
meddle in the internal affairs of other political organizations. We believe 
that we have to wait for AD's decision. The country already has enough 
problems with the confrontation between Carlos Andres Perez and his party and 
the administration, for us to get involved in a squabble that doesn't concern 
us. In any event, no matter who the ruling party's candidate is, we're going 
to win. And if Carlos Andres Perez is the candidate, we'll win easily. 


[Question] Are you going to be the Christian Democrats’ next candidate? 


[Answer] Rafael Caldera is unquestionably COPEI's number one leader. 
Moreover, he means something special to Venezuelan democracy. His efforts in 
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1983 helped not only to keep our party going but also to guarantee Venezuela's 
pluralist democracy. As far as I'm concerned, I'm focusing all my efforts on 
giving the country a big COPEI victory in 1988, which will represent the start 
of a new politics, a new way of governing, a new democracy. 


[Question] Could you explain this concept of a "new democracy"? 


[Answer] Our country has to realize that we are well into the 20th century 
and that we cannot keep on using the same concepts that were applicable 
several decades ago but that have lost historical meaning. In 1986, 
celebrating COPEI's 40th anniversary, we will hold an ideological congress. 
From it must emerge the theory of the "new democracy," the theoretical and 
practical framework for the "new democracy." [end of answer] 


From Central America to the Southern Cone 


Aristides Calvani, Luis Herrera Campins and now Eduardo Fernandez have visited 
Argentina in recent months. EL DIARIO DE CARACAS asked the COPEI leader what 
the reason was for all this hustle and bustle. 


[Eduardo Fernandez] Christian Democracy is very interested in playing a 
leading role in Latin America. The llth Congress of ODCA [Christian 
Democratic Organization of America] 2 weeks ago in Costa Rica confirmed this. 
The epicenter of events that are having the most bearing on democracy, peace 
and development in Latin America is currently in Central America but it could 
shift very soon to the Southern Cone. 


It's simple. If you take a look at the continent, almost all of it is beset 
by instability. The situation in Bolivia couldn't be more critical. The same 
goes for Peru. Brazil is trying to get over the shock of Sarney's unexpected 
presidency. In Ecuador the current administration is overstepping its bounds 
and acting wildly. The situation in Chile could lead to a period of 
unpredictable violence. Democracy has recently returned to Argentina and 
Uruguay. 


[Question] So you think that the chaotic situation you describe could 
adversely affect the incipient return to democracy in the Southern Cone? 


[Answer] I hope not, but freedom requires eternal vigilance. 
[Question] What about Paraguay? 


[Answer] Paraguay is a powder keg. And the post-Stroessner period is a 
question mark. [end of answer ] 


Central America seems to be the crux of Latin America's future. This is how 
Reagan sees it. This is how Contadora sees it. And statesmen like Alfonsin, 
Sarney, Betancur and Sanguinetti agree. Eduardo Fernandez would rather narrow 
it down to Nicaragua. 


[Eduardo Fernandez] Nicaragua is the key to the Central American problem. 
The United States’ lack of political flexibility is forcing the so-called 
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Sandinist revolution to take a stand. Nicaragua has to choose between Latin 
America and _ the Soviet bloc. If it chooses the former, it will have the 
solidarity of the continent's democratic nations. This means that the current 
leaders of the Nicaraguan revolution will have to keep their promise and 
establish a pluralist democracy. [end of answer] 


Alfonsin and Lusinchi 


Eduardo Fernandez met with President Alfonsin and Foreign Minister Dante 
Caputo to discuss the foreign debt, Central America, democracy in Latin 
America and relations between Venezuela and Argentina. 


[Eduardo Fernandez] We explained our position on the debt to President 
Alfonsin and the foreign minister. We believe that Latin America ought to 
undertake a comprehensive economic development plan that will give our people 
peace and social progress. The United States is forgetting that after the 
First World War the victors tried to collect and succeeded in paving the way 
for World War II. After the last war the United States, the big creditor, 
launched the Marshall Plan and did much better than it would have by 
demanding reparations from the countries that were rebuilding. We need a new 
Marshall Plan, not demands for direct payments. 


[Question] Is this somewhat similar to Henry's proposal? 


[Answer] There is common ground. We also told the president that we have to 
put new life into relations between our two countries. Although we do have 
good political relations, they could be much better. As far as trade is 
concerned, we feel that the balance is heavily to our disadvantage and that 
this is something to be corrected. In short, -we are certain that a _ more 
direct link between the two governments, between their chiefs of state in 
particular, will help further the agenda of priority issues facing Venezuela 
and Argentina in connection with the continent. 
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VENEZUELA 


FINANCE MINISTER ON NATION'S FOREIGN DEBT 
PAOQ72159 Caracas Television Service in Spanish 0000 GMT 5 Nov 85 
[Report by Omaira Botello] 


[Text] On the topic of renegotiation, the talks have been positive, and very 
few points are still pending, which must be discussed and analyzed with the 
bank's advisory committee, Finance Minister Manuel] Azpurua announced today. 


Here is a summary of what Finance Minister Azpurua said on his arrival from 
New York and Washington. There will be a $1.5 million reduction resulting 
from the drop in interest rates of 1/8 percent per month, which by the end of 
November will be approximately 1 1/8 percent. Venezuela has requested a 
30-day period to adjust the interest rates during the so-called transition 
period, in order to facilitate the implementation of the agreements once the 
negotiation process is over. Regarding this, Azpurua said that very few 
points are pending, that progress has been made regarding the contingency 
clause, and that hopefully, an agreement will soon be reached on its terms and 
contents. 


Azpurua referred to the advantages for the country resulting from an 1/8 
percent reduction of the interest rate. 


[Begin Azpurua recording] This is a recognition of the efforts and progress 
made during the negotiations and reflects an improvement in the country's 
economic and financial conditions. [end recording] 


During his visit to New York, Minister Azpurua met with Federai Reserve 
President Paul Volcker. During their meeting, they discussed the debt, the 
Baker Plan, Venezuela's advancements in renegotiating its foreign and public 
debt, and the evolution of the country's economy in recent times. 


The finance minister stressed that work continues on the renegotiating 
agreement, that no date has been set to sign the agreement, and that Finance 
Director Jorge Marcano will leave for New York shortly to work on this matter. 
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VENEZUELA 


LUSINCHI ON HERRERA CAMPINS' COMMENTS, CTV, OTHER ISSUES 
Caracas EL DIARIO DE CARACAS in Spanish 19 Oct 85 p 18 


[Article by Gustavo Wanloxten on impromptu press conference with President 
Jaime Lusinchi at Miraflores Palace on 20 October] 


[Text ] President Jaime Lusinchi met at Miraflores Palace yesterday with 
several of his ministers and took some time off to talk with newsmen about the 
debt and its repayment, deniec that there were stumbling blocks in talks with 
the international banks and reaffirmed what has been said about the 
controversial standby clause. 


That was not all the president spoke about. He downplayed the importance of 
the stands that his former minister, Luis Raul Matos Azocar, has taken; noted 
that neither the administration nor the party (AD) nor the CTV [Confederation 
of Venezuelan Workers] want an across-the-board wage boost, and added that the 
media are abusing his name (Lusinchi's) and thus abusing freedom of 
expression. 


The president was unable to skirt the issue of Luis Herrera Campins, stating 
that neither he nor his administration is lying and that if debt-related 
matters have not been brought to a close, it is the express fault of the 
former COPEI president and his administration. 


The Debt and the Standby Clause 


Lusinchi reaffirmed what Finance Minister Manuel Azpurua had said in this 
regard. He stated flatly that the contracts would be signed, but he did not 
mention dates because the matter does not so permit. 


Setting a date in a negotiation is risky because it could be a few days sooner 
or later. "But the basic agreement has been reached and is ready. The thing 
is that these are extremely tough negotiations, and we've always been accused 
of lying when we announce something." 


This was Lusinchi's reply to Luis Herrera's charges: "...the famous. basic 
agreement we reached in September of last year, with the rescheduling 
guidelines, was just one stage in the negotiations with the banks towards 
hammering out the so-called list of conditions. This has now been signed and 
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taken care of. It now remains to sign the documents that are being drawn up 
on the specifications contained in the list of conditions." 


"So, we didn't lie in September, we didn't lie when we said that the list of 
conditions was ready, and we aren't lying now in saying that the documents are 
being drawn up. The fact is that there are a lot of documents." 


Lusinchi explained that in negotiations involving banks from all over the 
world, interpretations based on the legislation in each country arise; this is 
why the problem is so complex. 


"Now then, in this final phase we brought up the rescheduling clause (the 
standby clause). When we did so, we were told that it was practically 
implicit in the negotiations, but we said no, that it ought to be put in 
writing, and we submitted a draft." 


The president felt that it stood to reason for the other side to look into the 
matter. "We could say, though, that the other side is receptive. In any 
event, in the next few days, probably this week, we're going to receive their 
observations and draft the final version." 


"The fact is that if the previous administration had not been so foolish as to 
contract debts with more than 450 banks, we wouldn't have to do this. This is 
an extremely complex problem that not even they wanted to tackle. 


"The fact is," Lusinchi added, "that this is a country of politicians who have 
no memory or who assume that others have no memory." 


[Question] Isn't this also a country in which politicians never die, as Juan 
Liscano says? 


[Answer] I don't believe in dead politicians; I agree completely with Juan on 
this. [end of answer ] 


We seized on the drift of the conversation to ask the president this: 
[Question] What is going on with Matos Azocar, who is still throwing stones? 


Finding something stuck in his throat, Lusinchi cleared it to get his voice 
back, smiled and after a brief pause, replied: 


[Answer] You remember what Garcia Lorca said; ‘Because I am a man I do not 
wish to say what she told me; the light of understanding makes me very 


discreet.’ 


Abusing My Name 


The president was asked about the CTV's assertions. His reply was: "Our 
answers have been crystal clear. What has happened is that they have 
deliberately twisted what we said. We are against a general wage increase, 
but we are for partial adjustments in areas where they are fully justified. 
We are also for continuing the talks, because the ones that have been held 








under the Enabling Law are working, and if they do not work, it will mainly be 
because there are no complaints, because the CTV has not bothered to respond 
to the complaints. I want them to tell me who has not kept the agreements." 


"A general wage boost is not in the country's interest. This has never been 
the view of AD, or of the CTV or of the administration. It is the view of the 
CTV's advisers." 


[Question] Who are these advisers? 
[Answer] I don't know. [end of answer] 


The president then said that he is prepared to discuss anything rational, "but 
don't twist my words around." 


The president then grew annoyed when he recalled the newspaper headlines that 
read: "Lusinchi tells CTV..." 


"IT haven't told the CTV anything. They're saying that 'Lusinchi will shake 
things up’ [mover la mata]. I haven't said anything of the sort. They're 
abusing my name, and I don't like that; it's an abuse of freedom of 
expression. 


"T haven't made any comments, and the CTV hasn't proposed anything to me. I'm 
waiting for them to come and propose something. Then I will cordially and 
respectfully give my reasons. We have agreed on a forum for doing this, the 
tripartite commission; we can discuss it there, which is the place for seeking 
a consensus." 


Lusinchi then denied again that his party, his administration or the CTV are 
in favor of a wage boost. "The CTV has not said so. If it does tomorrow, it 
won't bother me in the least. But it has not said so, and I will be prepared 
to discuss it. It's just that the CTV's advisers are doing more talking than 
the CTV. 


Lusinchi asked newsmen not to pose any more questions, but then abruptly 
resumed his protestations: 


"It really bothers me that they're using my name and that people like 
President Herrera are saying with unheard of brazenness that we have lied. I 
have not lied. These negotiations (referring again to the debt rescheduling) 
unavoidably take time, because all of the 450 banks are on the so-called bank 
advisory committee with which we are talking. Just as our delegates had to 
come back to Venezuela to get certain instructions, they also had to go _ back 
to their banks and get instructions." 


[Question] Mr President, what is the government going to do about the 
universities, because we have a crisis on our hands? 


[Answer] The professors have certainly created a crisis. 
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[Question] Does the administration have any intention of resolving the 
matter? 


[Answer] None. The university has to solve that problem; the professors have 
to solve it. They ought to remember their duties, how much they earn and how 
many benefits they have compared to the rest of the country. [end of answer | 


The president was then asked about the issue of the harvests and, without 
waiting to hear the end of the question, replied: 


"Enough explanations have been given about this problem. Nothing is being 
kept secret. In any event, from what I have read today (yesterday), Congress 
is apparently going to open up investigations that will reaffirm the 
explanations." 


Lusinchi then elaborated: "The thing is that many people are hurt by the 
reactivation of the farm sector and can't find a way to hide things, because 
you can't block out the sun with one finger..." 


The president explained that what they are trying to hide is the more than six 
percent growth in the agricultural sector. 

"That hurts a lot of people," the president said, obviously alluding to the 
administration of Luis Herrera Campins, "after they ruined and abandoned it." 


The president kept going and admitted that he believed in polls: "The people 
who believe in them, and I'm one, can see for themselves. Certain opposition 
sectors that spend their entire day trying to hoodwink the country haven't 
gotten very far; some are at rock bottom, under 15 [percent]..." 


He paused and continued: "Democratic Action won the CTV elections. Democratic 
Action won the elections in professional associations and in _ student 
organizations. How are we to explain this? This is a Democratic Action 
administration. Something must be going on.” 


Lepage's Return 
The president was meeting at the palace with his interior and finance 
ministers, with the minister secretary of the president and with Alberto 


Federico Ravell and Angel Lesma. 


After the president spoke, Imperio Rodriguez asked Octavio Lepage about the 
status of the Colombian guerrillas who are allegedly operating on our soil. 


He was evasive, saying that the issue was not of current concern. "That is in 
Colombia. We don't have a subversive problem," he added. 


He was also asked about the murder of an attorney and an athletic trainer in 
Maracaibo. The interior minister replied that it resulted from a drunken 
argument. 


[Question] Was some sort of account being settled? 
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[Answer] I don't know. I really don't know. You would assume that anything 
could happen in a Maracaibo discotheque at 4 in the morning. [end of answer] 


Getting back to the issue of the guerrillas, he said in response to questions 
from the newsmen that preventive measures are being taken, 


After the minister mentioned the positive aspects of the Coro meeting, Imperio 
asked him whether a candidate's prospects could also be gauged at such an 
event. 


Lepage smiled and said: "I did not hear that question." 
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TARRE MURZI ON OIL POLICY, CARLOS ANDRES PEREZ, 1986 BUDGET 
Caracas EL DIARIO DE CARACAS in Spanish 13 Oct 85 p 24 
[Article by Alfredo Tarre Murzi: "The New Oil Strategy") 


[Text] President Lusinchi is said to have objected to Carlos Andres Perez's 
plan for utilizing the petroleum reserves of PDVSA [Venezuelan Petroleus, 
Inc]. Once again the man seeking AD's presidential nomination has reared his 
demagogic, populist head with a misguided proposal that would financially 
destabilize the national oil enterprise. 


Let us hope that the election regulations can be amended so that the people do 
not remain so isolated from the Executive Branch and the deliberative bodies. 
Le us hope, as Uslar Pietri is advocating, that the cabinet can be overhauled 
and that several ministries that we all know are useless and wasteful can be 
abolished, 


Upon his return from the United States, President Lusinchi seems willing to 
change the country's oil policy. At the meeting last Tuesday in La Casona, 
the administration officially informed AD about changes in Venezuela's oi! 
strategy. In analyzing the results of the recent OPEC conference, the 
government high command acknowledged the advisability of starting talks with 
all national sectors, eventually including opposition parties. 


Such an oil strategy is tantamount to a national consensus, which we have been 
calling for in this column as the only way out of the crisis besetting the 
country and the only way to confront the serious threats that have arisen on 
the world oil market. President Lusinchi seems inclined to heed the 
passionate appeal for a national front amid the emergency situation that we 
are experiencing. There is still time during the current tere of office to 
change policies and seek a consensus on the sost depressed spheres of the 
economy. This could mark the beginning of a truce until mid-1987, if party 
infighting and, especially, the battle for the AD presidential nomination so 
permit. We also have reason to believe that the consensus could extend beyond 
oil to other levels and areas of government policy, in an attempt to fore «a 
united front vis-a-vis the crisis. 
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Common Grownd 


Some thought might be given to the adwiesbility of ameeding seweral articles 
of the oi] mationalization lew, especially Articie 5, eo that Veneguelas could 
be @ @inority shareholder in foreign of] companies, We might alee amend other 
laws to allow private Venesuelan businesenen to become involved in the of! 
industry. The experts are also calling for gore ageressive oil diplomery, 
based of @ national consensus, to confront GSewdi Arabia's new policy. Osires 
Corradi hes indicated, end quite rightiy, thet Venepwela quet prevent Seed) 
practices from becoming the sew and generally accepted method of setting crude 
oil prices, According to hie, we gust seek some sort of formela thet combines 
the real market price and the price set by OFTL. 


At the game time, the experts are calling for several Gomectic aed foreign 
policy shifts in @ new of] strategy, VYenereela ought te esteblieh closer tice 
with Mexico and the aajor OPTC countries (incleding Seedi Arabia) so thet they 
Cah Sigh agreements protecting the interests of each country, A sew bileterea! 
and multilateral oi] diplomecy like thie could eet «4 gosl of aéditional 
regional of hemiepheric egreemente to reesetebliat erowsd relee anf prevent 
price ené g@arbet ware, 


POVSA’s Reserves 


vith regeré to the fecest eeeting ot Le Casone betweee eo re t coment 
representatives and AD officials, it hes beem learned that @ Gebate wae 
triggered by «4 proposal fron former Presidest Peres. Se suggested easing 


POVSA’s reserves to rewive the econony throwgh as energency plas thet would 
create 13,000 jobs. The proposal set with opposition frow sisieters and AD 
leaéers and was eitinately terned down. President Lesiachi himself ie aaid to 
have woiced objections to the Peres plas. Gece ageia the man seeking the AD 
presidential somination has reared hie Gemegogic, popeliet bead with « 
miegui¢ed proposal that would fineecially Geetebilise the setions! of! 
enterprise and repest the ereve sietebe that Larrazebal mete is 19%, 
President Lesinchi ¢i¢ well te reject the propoeel, ineamech a6 it wee ject 
another of the former president's campaign ployee if @ bid to wie wotes is 
fringe group sectors. If there is anything thet the goverment ought to 
maintain and guard, it ie the reserwese of POVGA, whoce eolweacy aad fineercia! 
solidity are indispensable anid the crisis plaguing the coustry. There are 
obviously other ways of lessening eneeployaest without touching the funds of 
POVSA and the Ceatral Benk. Set demegogues Go aot consider suck options whee 
they suffer from the ali tee comme disesse of wesbridied, wearestrained 


popelian. 


Internat ional i zat iosa 


As Presiédent Lesinchi annowsced to publishers and editors of sewepepers and 
other media representatives, “Veneswela will ove towerde petroleum 
internationsiigation et fell epeed.” Minieter Bernender Grieeeti wee sore 
explicit in epeeking before the Senate's Teerey eet “Nines Committee, Me 
sinister freatiiraed the <éesire for «4 consensus te sper of this 
istermationsiigation policy, which will coneiet of seeuring marbete for our 
crude o11 if eeeociation with public or privete organisations if other 
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countries, Hernandes Crisanti asserted that the new policy would protect the 
country in the ewent of possible crises, because in addition to being able to 
take advantage of favorable markets and high prices, we could guarantee buyers 
for @ high percentage of our oil exports. It is a good idea to diversify 
martete ¢ & tore “oye and sovereign policy towards sultilateral 
Commitment, thisk thet the opposition ought to support this new oil policy 
based of information from and consultation with the government. The problems 
ie the health of the market and the need for tisely and dynamic arrangements 
for déealing with price drops and competition from non-OPEC producers. If 
there are imponderabies, we gust prepare to cope with uncertainty. 


The Bedget 


The setional bedget that Minister Agpurua has just subsitted to the Chamber of 
Depeties is sot consistent with the current crisis or with the somber oil 
marvet cution®, It is sot @ program budget; it is not 4 tough budget; it is 
not @ bedget aimed at reviving the economy. [t is a budget that is 28 billion 
higher then leet year’s and that earmarks 4 wiserly 3 percent for productive 
investment. it is @ bedget for bureaucratic current expenditures under 
stenéaiows conditions. The Finance Ministry alone had its appropriation 
Soubied from 24 te 42 billion. in contrast, the Health Ministry is getting 
6.5 billies end Béecation just 15 billion. Meanwhile, the Interior Ministry 
is @eking Off with 17 billion, perhaps to defeat Carlos Andres Perez, who also 
hae ities if q@eny e@ninietrative positions. A billion was cut from the 
Agricelitere Misietry’s bedget. 


Vebeliewable. The Urban Development Ministry's allocation was also cut 
sharply. ta comtrast, the Comptroller's Office, which is a white elephant, 
got as increase of almost 40 willion. The Foreign Ministry was given an 
imcrease of alaoet 40 willice to asiatais 80 phantom embassies and keep Saudi 
Vemeguela going, even though the Arabe are themselves iaplementing savings and 
austerity proeereme. This is how we are going to overcome the crisis and the 
encerteinty. There ie already talk of further foreign borrowing. 


twery gen for himself! Or tighten your beite! 


ava) 
Cw: 74/190 
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VENEZUELA 


ENERGY MINISTER COMMENTS ON OIL MARKET SITUATION 


PA191400 Caracas Television Service in Spanish 0000 GMT 18 Oct 85 
(Report by Carlos Fernandez] 


(Text] Energy and Mines Minister Arturo Hernandez Grisanti showed moderate, 
prudent optimism, which reflected the current instability in the international 
Oil market, during an exclusive interview for this newscast regarding the cur- 
rent oil situation in the world. 


Minister Grisanti's position, which broadly reflects the criteria maintained 
by the executiv* was clear and frank since the current situation in the inter= 
national oil market is certainly complicated. Pressures exist, discrepancies 
are noticeable, and different strategies have emerged. In sum, caut iousness 

is advisable and the minister's words reflect this caution. For example, in 
explaining Venezuela's position within the context of the oil market, he said: 


(Begin recording] Our prices have been maintained. Although they have dropped, 
the proportion is much lower than in the other oil-exporting countries. This 

is basically due to the variety of our crudes and also because we have main- 
tained a flexible policy regarding the price of our heavy crudes, which repre- 
sents a substantial and increasingly high percentage of our exports. There- 
fore, based on the figures I have to this date, I believe that we will maintain 
an average price $26, which is 70 cents less than in 1984 but also 70 cents 
more than in 1983. [end recording] 


What about Saudi Arabia's role, for example? There are doubts regarding its 
intentions. The stances adopted by this country are often confusing. What is 
the real situation? Minister Hernandez Grisanti calmly said: 


(Begin recording] I think that Saudi Arabia is interested in preserving the 
Organization. It is a country that perfectly understands the organization's 
strategy and knows very well that the relative market stability we all want at 
this time depends mainly on whether we can achieve a minimum level of cohesion, 
unity, and a uniform policy within OPEC. [end recording] 


As we can appreciate and interpret from the statement made by Minister Hernandez 
Grisanti, the situation on the international oil market is highly complex and 
difficult, and making predictions is even more complicated. The international! 
Oil market is simply unpredictable. 
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VENEZUELA 


REPORT DENOUNCES HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATION 
Caracas El, DIARIO DE CARACAS in Spanish 13 Oct 85 p 11 
[Article by Ross Mary Gonzatti) 


[Text] In its annual report published yesterday, the Inter-American Human 
Rights Commission issued a resolution condemning Venezuela for violating the 
human rights of the individuals tried for blowing up a Cuban aircraft. 


The first report was submitted to the commission for investigation on 
15 February 1983. Several other communications followed, reiterating the 
charges against the country, and in May 1984 the commission resolved that “in 
the present case the government of the country has violated the norms of the 
American Convention on Human Rights.” 


This judgment was reaffirmed at the close of the commission's 65th session in 
June and July of last year, and then during the 66th session, from 
26 September to 4 October, the commission approved the report containing the 
resolution denouncing Venezuela. It was not published until yesterday, 
however. 


The Inter-American Human Rights Commission is an OAS consulting body that was 
created in 1959. It consists of seven sembers, and its current chairman 
(until this December) is Andres Aguilar from Venezuela. 


The yy drafted by the commission will now be submitted to the OAS General 
Asseabiy, which will meet in Cartagena, Colombia in Deceaber. 


The Venezuelan Case 


In analyzing the bombing of the Cuban plane on 6 October 1976, the commission 
deemed that the complaint filed by a group of private individuals (including 
Orlando Bosch, the wife of Posada Carriles and others) “meets all of the 
requirements for admissibility, inasmuch as it was submitted on time and in 
proper form, the country in which they filed is a member of the San Jose Pact, 
and the right that they allege has been violated is one of the ones 
safeguarded by the aforementioned convention.” 
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Consequently, the commission resolved to declare the complaint admissible, 
which, according to Edmundo Vargas Carreno, the commission's executive 
secretary, implies a condemnation of Venezuela. The Venezuelan Government was 
also urged, of course, to take the necessary steps to hasten court proceedings 
"given the Lengthy period that has elapsed without any decision having been 
regarding the status of the suspects." 


The first complaint was filed in February 1983 and emphasized the length of 
the trial of Orlando Bosch, Freddy Lugo, Hernan Ricardo and Luis Posada 
Carriles, It also stressed, however, that in September 1977 the military 
prosecutor in the case “called for the acquittal of the defendants as_ their 
innocence had been convincingly demonstrated," 


The same complaint was reiterated later, the report notes, and particular 
reference was made to the status of Bosch. 


Communications were sent to the Venezuelan Government on 17 February and 
7 April 1983 in connection with the complaints that had been filed. 


The Venezuelan response came on 21 April of that year. It explained that the 
acquittal handed down by the first court, to which the complaint referred, had 
been brought before the Court-Martial for review; that a decision had been 
made not to release the defendants, and that the second military prosecutor, 
who had taken over the case after the acquittal, had filed charges of treason, 
homicide and other crimes against the four defendants, for which reason their 
release was definitely not in order. 


The communication from the Venezuelan Government also noted that the Court- 
Martial later declared itself unqualified to hear the case. "As one can 
gather...the remedies of internal jurisdiction under domestic law have not 
been exhausted in the case in question.” 


in September 1983 the commission went back on the attack and told Venezuela of 
its “concern” over the delay in the administration of justice since the so- 
called acquittal had been handed down and the case submitted for further 
inquiry and then transferred to the regular courts. 


A new communication was sent in October of that year. No reply was 
forthcoming to either until June of this year, when the Venezuelan Attorney 
General's Office sent another report on the case to the commission, indicating 
among other things that most recently “the case of the defendants in the Cuban 
plane incident has come to a standstill because of actions attributable to the 
defendants themselves and to their attorneys.” 


By the time this reply reached the commission, it had already passed its 
resolution condemning Venezuela. 


Concurrently, in May of last year the complainants, not satisfied with the 
steps taken until then, requested the intervention of the Inter-American Court 
of Human Rights. The court replied, however, that it could not handle the 
complaint under the provisions of the human rights convention. 
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Criticism, Not Condemnation 


Although the report and the resolution refer on several occasions to. the 
acquittal of the four defendants, the resolution of the Human Rights 
Commission deals basically with the form and not the substance of the case, 
It clearly contends that there has been an "unjustifiable" delay in the 
administration of justice in this instance, whether to hand down a conviction 
or a final acquittal, and that the defendants have been held in _ prison 
indefinitely. 


The fact is, in any case, that the report places Venezuela on a par with 
countries like Chile, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Suriname and Uruguay, 
which according to the commission were proven to have violated human rights in 
the specific cases brought before it for consideration. 


Nevertheless, Venezuela's representative to the OAS, Edilberto Moreno, 
indicated that the commission's resolution cannot be taken as a condemnation 
of Venezuela but rather as "an advisement [senalamiento] that we respect." 


"It is a sort of blemish on Venezuela's democracy. Fortunately, we have a 
very clean record and we are absolutely certain that the resolution will not 
harm the country." 


He indicated, moreover, that in Venezuela the Executive Branch cer--' 
interfere with the Judiciary. 


Moreno concluded by noting that although "we would have preferred that the 
commission not take up" the case, the fact that it did shows "Venezuela's 
respect for human rights” and the country's firm support of the commission. 
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VENEZUELA 


BRIEFS 


BALANCE OF PAYMENTS SURPLUS TO FINANCE DEBT--Finance Minister Manuel Azpurua 
announced that Venezuela will be able to make the first payment on our refi- 
nanced debt by the end of this year because Venezuela will have a surplus of 
$900 million. The payment amounts to $750 million. The minister made this 
announcement during the Latin America forum on the Venezuelan foreign debt 
that was held in Caracas and organized by the Venezuelan Academy of Economic 
Sciences. The finance minister explained that our country will have a sur- 
plus in its balance of payments by the end of this year because the country 
has significantly reduced imports, interest rates have dropped from 13 to 8.5 
percent, and we have increased some exports. Manuel Azpurua also disclosed 
that the private foreign debt that amounts to $6.5 billion will be paid every 
3 months from 1986 to 1989 for a total of 20 payments. The finance minister 
also pointed out that Venezuela will refinance its debt with no problems, 
although he admitted this is a complicated and delicate issue. Tomorrow, 
Thursday, and on Friday the banking association committee will again receive 
Venezuelan negotiators in order to continue analyzing the contingence clauses 
the committee has received which call for the refinancing. [Text] [Caracas 
Television Service in Spanish 1600 GMT 23 Oct 85 PA] 
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